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17
th

 December 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I am writing to update you on events at the Academy this half term and on plans for next half term.   

 

Firstly, and once again, I must thank you all for your support in what could have been a very difficult 

period for the Academy and its students. The hard work and care that students and parents have 

shown has resulted in a fairly successful half term at the Academy in which we have clearly managed 

to minimise the impact of the virus on our Academy community. There has been one case of some 

unavoidable disruption for around 30 students in year 10 in the past week, but they are logging on for 

lessons through Microsoft Teams to ensure they do not fall behind. We look forward to seeing them 

all again on 4
th

 January 2021 when all students in all year groups return after the Christmas break. 

 

Once again, I sincerely hope that we do not need to ask other groups to isolate in the future, but we 

are well prepared in case we have no choice. If your child tests positive for Covid-19 within 6 days of 

the end of term (so up until 24
th

 December 2020) please email enquiries@tscacademy.org.uk so we 

can help with any contact tracing required. As with our two cases so far this year, we will take all 

advice provided from the relevant authorities and will, in the first instance, only contact those who 

need to self-isolate as a matter of priority. Please also be assured that should your child need to self-

isolate, we will have a full and thorough programme of home education, including live lessons with 

their teachers, ready to go within a day of the isolation being communicated. This is something we 

have worked hard on as an Academy and we are proud of what we are now able to offer when 

needed. 

 

Please can I remind all parents that we intend to move our main method of communication with you 

to email so we can send attachments and more detailed messages than we are currently able to send 

via text message.  If we do not have an email address for you, or it has changed recently please let us 

know asap so that we can update this on our system. You can update your details using this form on 

our website; https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/parent-information/Forms or by emailing 

parentportal@tscacademy.org.uk. We will of course continue to publish letters and other important 

information on our website and social media pages which I would encourage you to follow.  

 

Some very important reminders as we start to look ahead to next term. Please can we ask for your 

support as parents and carers on a few key issues that we are striving to perfect on a daily basis: 

 

• Covid safe measures – please can you continue to discuss with your child at home the 

importance of following our no-touching policy, of hand washing or sanitising regularly and 

remind them of the three main Covid-19 symptoms (a new continuous cough, a high 

temperature and/or a loss of sense of taste or smell). 

• Attendance – please be aware that students only need to self-isolate if they have been 

instructed by the Academy to do so, if they have been contacted by NHS Test and Trace and 

instructed to do so or if they or a member of their households display Covid-19 symptoms.  In 

particular, it is vital that you do not send students into school if someone in their household 

develops Covid-19 symptoms and is awaiting a test result. 

 

We continuously review our risk assessment and processes to ensure they are as robust and as safe 

as they can possibly be. However, please do get in contact in the usual way if you have any questions 

or suggestions about anything in this letter and once again thank you for your support of the 

Academy this half term. 
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Covid Testing at the Academy 

You may have heard that schools will be able to test staff and students for Covid-19 in the New Year. 

The final information and detail on this will be provided to schools by the DfE tomorrow afternoon and, 

following this, we will look at what we can sensibly put into place at the Academy and by when. Full 

details of how we will run testing will be made available to parents as soon as we have had time to 

carefully make our plans but please rest assured in the meantime that full parental consent will be 

required by us to complete any testing with individual students. 

 

Other News from this Half Term 

Firstly, it is important to note that attendance of students in Years 7-11 at 93.3% is much higher than 

many schools are experiencing (national averages are currently closer to 86%) so well done to all. We 

are always pushing to increase attendance levels of course but must recognise this as a positive this 

term. Back in October we ran a non-uniform day for Children in Need and managed to raise £950 

despite not being able to do all of our usual fundraising activities. We also operated a food bank 

collection that was extremely well supplied, and you may have seen a photograph of the huge pile of 

food we collected in the local press. On 11
th

 November we ran our usual Remembrance Day service, 

albeit remotely but the students showed the usual high level of respect for this important event. As I 

write students are enjoying Reward Events in their year group bubbles where they are appreciating a 

well-earned break and watching some brave staff members undertake liquid Bush Tucker Trials! 

 

Message from our Chaplain 

 

In Churches and in homes across the world at this time many people will have spent time lighting the 

candles on the Advent Wreath. It will come as no surprise to you that the candle placed in the centre 

of the wreath and usually lit on Christmas day is representative of Jesus, the light of the world. For 

people of the Christian faith this is important and indeed the whole reason we celebrate at this time 

but of course it doesn’t stop there. Whether you are of a faith or not, we too can be a light in our 

families, in our work and school communities as well as in our neighbourhoods and much further 

afield, every time we show kindness to someone, or that we take some time out of our busy schedule 

to have a conversation, ask somebody how they are doing and wait for an answer, each time we are 

donating to our local foodbank or even smiling as you pass someone on the street (following all 

Covid regulations of course) you are being a light in what some may see as a dark place. We have all 

witnessed in this particularly difficult time great examples of being light in a dark place, I wonder how 

we too can be the same?  

 

May God bless you and keep you and your families safe at this time. Merry Christmas 

 

Rev Alex Brompton 

 

Finally, I hope you all have a safe, restful and Merry Christmas and once again, thank you for all your 

ongoing support. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Lisa McVeigh 

Principal 


