
 Literature Map - Cycle 3 (2023-24) 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Explorers Anchor: All about my friends 
 
English focus:  
Stories with predictable phrasing 
Familiar Stories 
NF: Lists, labels, captions  
 Report 
Poetry: structure –  

Rhyming couplets  

Vocab building 

 
Book:  
The Little Red Hen 
Rainbow Fish – Marcus Pfister 
Lost and Found – Oliver Jeffers 
Pip & Posy – The New Friend – Axel 
Scheffler Making Friends – Amanda Cardie 
 

Anchor: A day in the life of people who keep 
us moving 
 
English:  
Traditional tales – Fairy tales 
Character descriptions 
NF: Instructions / Recount  
Poetry: Acrostic  
Structure (rhyming couplets) 
 
Book: 
Grumpalump – Sarah Haynes 
Stickman – Julia Donaldson 
Cinderella 
Snow White 
Mr Grumpy’s Motor Car – John Burningham 
Emma Jane’s Aeroplane – Katie Haworth 
The Great Balloon Hullaballoo – Peter Bently 

Anchor: Wish you were here zoo / farm 
 
English: Stories from other cultures 
Contemporary fiction 
NF: Report / Explanations 
Poetry: Choral 
Take one poet Poetry Appreciation week 
 
Book: 
Hullaballoo at the Zoo – Zanna Davidson 
Tinga Tales (various) – Claudia Lloyd 
Handa’s Surprise – Eileen Browne 
Farmyard Hullabaloo – Giles Andreae 
Rumble in the Jungle – Giles Andreae  
 

Investigators Anchor: All about my friends 
 
English Focus: 
Traditional tales – myths (creation stories) 
(Autumn 1) 
Traditional Tales – Fairy tales (Autumn 2) 
NF:  Explanations  
Recount 
Poetry: Vocab building: list poems 
Structure: Calligrams (acrostics/shape 
poems) 
 
Book:  

Anchor: A day in the life of an inventor / 
shop assistant 
 
English Focus: Book to film comparisons 
Drama and Diary writing 
NF: Report 
Persuasive/discursive writing 
Poetry: Vocab building: List poems 
Structure: Kennings Poems 
 
Book:  
‘Little people big dreams’ books for 
inventors 

Anchor: Wish you were here Lichfield / far 
away 
 
English Focus: Stories with recurring literary 
language 
Play script 
NF: Instructions – ‘Alfie and the lost words of 
Lichfield’ – Pawprint family website. 
Resources to go with the story on the 
website. 
Explanations 
Poetry: Vocab building 
Take one poet Poetry appreciation 



‘Usborne all about friends’ – Felicity Brooks 
and Mar Ferrero 
‘All About Friends’ – Felicity Brooks and 
Mar Ferrero 
‘Magical myths and legends’ – Michael 
Morpurgo.  
‘Usborne illustrated stories from the Greek 
Myths’ 
‘A twist of tales’ – Julia Donaldson 
 
Best Folk Tale and Fairy Tale Books for KS2 - 
Twinkl 

‘The crayon man’ – Natascha Biebow 
‘Children who changed the world’ – Marcia 
Williams  
‘Inspiring inventors who are changing our 
future’ – hiba noor khan 
‘Clothesline clues to jobs people do’ – 
Kathryn Heling (list poems) 
 
 
 
 

 
Book: 
Instructions – ‘Alfie and the lost words of 
Lichfield’ – Pawprint family website. 
Resources to go with the story on the 
website. 
‘Yasmin the explorer’ – Saadia Faruqi 
‘Girl on a motorcycle’ – Amy Novesky 
‘A gift for Amma: a market day in India’ – 
Meera Sriram’ 
‘Beginners world atlas’ – National 
Geographic Kids 
Leisa Stewart-Sharpe – David Attenborough 
books 

 
Adventurers 

Anchor: All about my aspirations and yours 
 
English Focus: 
Book to film comparisons 
NF: Debating 
Reporting 
Poetry: Acrostic poetry 
Descriptive Poetry 
 
Book: 
A Splash of Red: the Life and Art of Horace 
Pippin by Jen Bryant  
 
Fifty Cents and a Dream by Jabari Abin 
 
The Little People Big Dreams series Malala 
Yousafzay 

Anchor: A day in the life of an engine driver / 
a transport driver 
 
English Focus: Shakespeare 
Drama and Diary writing 
NF: Labels, captions and information 
Journalism 
Poetry: Performance poetry 
Onomatopoeia 
 
Book: The Little People Big Dreams Amelia 
Earhart 
 
Last Stop on Market Street by Matt Dela 
Pena and Christian Robinson 
 
The Railway Children by Edith Nesbit 
 
Around the World in 80 trains by Manisha 
Rajesh 
 

Anchor: Wish you were here on an iceberg / 
on a volcano 
 
English Focus: Classic children’s literature 
Modern Literature 
NF: Biographies 
Advertising / Marketing 
Poetry: Nonsense poems / riddles 
Take one poet Poetry appreciation week 
 
Book: 
 
Into the Volcano by Jess Butterworth 
 
King of the Cloud Forest by Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Earth Shattering Events: The Science Behind 
Natural Disasters by Sophie Williams and 
Robin Jacobs 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/best-folk-tale-and-fairy-tale-books-for-ks2
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/best-folk-tale-and-fairy-tale-books-for-ks2


Machete by Shakespeare  
 
A Midsummer’s Nights Dream by 
Shakespeare  

The 1000 Year Old Boy by Ross Welford 
 
Could You Survive the Ice Age?: An 
Interactive Prehistoric Adventure by Blake 
Hoena 
 
The Little People Big Dreams David 
Attenborough  

Toward 
Independence 

Anchor: Aspirations 
 
English Focus: 
 
Book: Oxygen Mask by Jason Reynolds 
Great Expectations Graphic Novel by Charles 
Dickens 

Anchor: Hobbies and Leisure 
 
English focus:  
 
Book: Marcus Rashford – You Can Do It. 
Roy of the Rovers by Rob Williams (check 
suitability for gp) 

Anchor:  Making Connections 
 
English focus: 
 
Book: The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck 
Sophie’s World – Jostein Gaarder 
Midnights Children – Salman Rushdie 
 
 
 

 


