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Purpose of the policy
The purpose of this policy is to:
• create a consistent approach to homework across the school;
• support pupils in developing strong foundation skills in reading, spelling and mathematics;
• establish clear expectations for pupils, staff and parents/carers;
• ensure homework is meaningful, manageable and supports progress;
• outline roles and responsibilities relating to the setting, completion and monitoring of homework.

Aims
Our approach to homework is designed to ensure that tasks are meaningful, manageable and motivating, directly supporting pupils’ progress in key foundation skills. We aim to provide homework that reinforces essential learning, builds confidence and strengthens core knowledge in reading, spelling and mathematics. Our homework approach also reflects our school values of Responsibility, Respect and Resilience. Through regular, purposeful practice, pupils develop responsibility for managing their learning routines, show respect by valuing the support and partnership of adults at home, and build resilience by practising key skills, persevering through challenge and celebrating their own improvement. By aligning homework with these principles and values, we support children in becoming independent, motivated learners both in school and at home.
Homework expectations by year group
Reception
• Reading: 3–5 times per week.
Reading with an adult builds vocabulary, comprehension and confidence in early phonics.
Year 1 and Year 2
• Maths: including recall of addition facts;
• Reading: 3–5 times per week;
• Spellings
Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5
• Times Tables Rock Stars: 20 minutes per week (Garage Mode adapts to individual levels);
• Reading: 3–5 times per week;
• Spellings
Year 6
• Times Tables Rock Stars: 10–20 minutes per week (Garage Mode);
• Reading: 3–5 times per week;
• Spellings;
• Maths and SPaG: weekly tasks from CGP workbooks.

Importance of Reading
Reading is a vital foundation skill and underpins every aspect of learning across the curriculum. Children are provided with reading books that are carefully matched to their phonics phase or reading age to ensure success and build confidence. We follow a little and often approach, encouraging pupils to read 3–5 times per week to develop fluency, understanding and enjoyment. Younger children also take home a ‘love of reading’ storybook to share with an adult. This book is deliberately chosen to be beyond their independent reading level so that adults can model expressive reading, expand vocabulary and nurture a positive reading culture at home.

Importance of Foundational Maths Skills
Strong mathematical foundations are essential for pupils to progress confidently through the curriculum. Regular practice of number facts, including addition, subtraction and multiplication, helps children develop automaticity—freeing up working memory and enabling them to apply their skills to more complex concepts. For example, secure recall of multiplication facts significantly supports later learning in areas such as fractions, ratio and problem‑solving. Our homework approach ensures children build these core skills over time so they are well prepared for the increasing level of challenge in maths as they move through school.

Spellings
Spellings are taught explicitly in school each week using our structured scheme, Ready, Steady, Spell, which provides a clear progression of spelling patterns and rules across year groups. This consistent, systematic approach enables pupils to build a secure understanding of spelling conventions and apply them confidently in their writing. Each week, children are introduced to a new set of spellings, which are practised in class through a range of activities designed to strengthen recall, deepen understanding and support long‑term retention. These spellings are then sent home so that pupils can continue practising in short, regular bursts, reinforcing what they have learned in school. To assess progress, pupils complete a spelling test the following week, allowing teachers to identify any misconceptions and plan further support where needed. This cycle of explicit teaching, supported practice and timely assessment helps pupils develop accuracy, independence and confidence in their spelling.

Support and inclusion
We reward effort to encourage positive learning habits and to recognise the commitment pupils show towards developing their foundational skills. Celebrating effort helps build motivation, confidence and a sense of pride, reinforcing the message that improvement comes through practice and perseverance. To ensure all pupils can access homework opportunities equitably, we offer a Homework Lunch Club for those who may not have access to technology or a quiet space at home. During this time, staff are available to provide guidance, answer questions and support pupils to use online learning platforms such as TTRockstars effectively. This provision helps remove barriers, promotes independence and ensures every child has the opportunity to succeed.
Roles and responsibilities
Staff are responsible for setting appropriate homework and supporting pupils as required. Parents/carers are encouraged to support homework routines. Pupils should take responsibility for completing tasks and seeking help where needed.[image: image2.png]
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