
Year 6 into 7 

English Summer Work Pack 

Relax and Read 
= Achievement 

Points!



Summer Reading: Matilda
If you have the book - perfect!

If not, you can access the book on the following link. This is an audiobook version on 
YouTube and it has the text in the background, therefore you can read along at the same time! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSLCZSkU6qk

This booklet contains a page of activities for every 3 chapters. For each page that you 
complete, your English teacher will award you with 5 achievement points, when you come 
back to school in September (you must bring the work into school and show your English 

teacher it). What a fantastic way to start the year! 

Enjoy! 



Chapters 1,2,3 
In no more than 50 
words summarise: 

- Chapter 1 
- Chapter 2
- Chapter 3 

Look at Mr Wormwood’s 
character and how he is 

described. 

In the centre of a piece of 
paper, draw an image of him. 

Label the image with 
evidence from the 2nd 

chapter. 

In a different colour, add 
evidence that reveals how 

he speaks and behaves. 

Write a paragraph 
explaining whether or not 
you like Mr Wormwood. 

Use evidence from the text 
to support your ideas and 

give clear reasons for what 
you have said.  

In chapter 1, there is 
a list of books that 
Matilda has read. 

Many of them are by 
the writer Charles 
Dickens. Create a 

fact file page based 
on this very famous 
author. You will need 
to do some research!

Using evidence from the book, answer the 
following questions:

- How does Roald Dahl present Mrs Phelps?
- How does Roald Dahl present Mrs 

Wormwood?

Matilda loves nothing 
more than going to 

the library. 

Design the perfect 
library. Make sure 

that you label 
everything very 
carefully. Be as 
imaginative as 

possible! 

Now, have a go at writing 
a description of what 
your library looks like. 

You need to make it sound 
really appealing, almost 

like a paradise! 

Create your very 
own quiz based on 
chapters 1-3 of 

Matilda.



Chapters 4,5,6 

Explain why you think 
Mr Wormwood is so 
angry that Matilda is 
‘getting pleasure 
from something [a 
book] that was 
beyond his reach.’ 
What is Roald Dahl 
suggesting about the 
difference between 
father and daughter?

Look back at chapter 5 
(entitled ‘Arithmetic’). 
Here, Matilda’s brother 
discusses the profits their 
dad has made that day from 
selling cars.

Copy out 4 quotations that 
illustrate (show us) what 
the brother is like as a 
character, e.g. ‘You’re 
brilliant, Dad” = admires his 
father.

Now write down what you 
believe he might be thinking 
when he hears his dad say 
to Matilda: “You… you little 
cheat!”.

Matilda is reading 
‘The Red Pony’ by 
author John 
Steinbeck. Come up 
with your own book 
title using a colour 
and an animal. Design 
the front cover.

Write the telephone 
conversation between 
Mrs Wormwood 
(Matilda’s mum) and the 
beauty parlour.

“You look like a freak!”  “Get me a mirror!” What 
do these quotations reveal about the relationship 
between Matilda’s parents? Explain what has just 
happened when the two of them shout these 
lines..

In chapter 6 (entitled ‘The 
Platinum-Blond Man’), Mr Wormwood 
exclaims that, because he has lots of 
hair, he must also have “a good strong 
brain”. Matilda responds by telling him 
that Shakespeare is intelligent but bald. 
Describe how you think both he and 
Matilda feel at this moment, using no 
less than 3 adjectives for each 
character. Or you can draw emojis to 
illustrate their different emotions.

Why is chapter 4 entitled 
‘The Ghost’? Who is this 
ghost and what do they do?



Chapters 7,8,9 Imagine you are the 
illustrator, Quentin Blake, 
draw a sketch of Miss 
Honey and Miss Trunchbull. 

Around each sketch, write 
words and phrases from the 
text which describe the 
appearance of each 
character.

In a different colour, write 
words and phrases which 
describe the personality of 
each character.

Write a limerick about a 
teacher you have loved or 
hated. (see Matilda’s 
example in Chapter 7 Miss 
Honey).

What’s In A Name?
These chapters focus 
on Miss Honey, Miss 
Trunchbull and Mr 
and Mrs Wormwood. 

Explain why each 
name suits each 
character.

For each character, 
make up a name of 
your own.

List 5 other 
well-suited names 
from different books 
you have read by 
Roald Dahl.

Reread the first page of Chapter 7 (Miss Honey) 
Use evidence from the text to answer the 
questions.
1 Why was Matilda late starting school?
2 What does the adjective ‘bleak’ mean in the 
sentence, ‘the village school was a bleak brick 
building’ ?
3 Why does Dahl choose to call the school 
‘Crunchem Hall Primary School’?
4 Give two ways in which Miss Trunchbull and 
Miss Honey differ.

Matilda’s parents say “We don’t 
hold with book-reading.” Write 

a persuasive paragraph 
describing the wonderful power 

of books. 

List your 
favourite

top 5
books.



Chapters 10,11,12 
In no more than 50 
words summarise: 

- Chapter 10 
- Chapter 11
- Chapter 12

Answer the following 
questions and use evidence 
(where possible) from the 
book,:
- Who is the new friend 

Matilda makes in her 
kindergarten class?

- Why do Lavender and 
Matilda like each 
other?

- Where does Miss 
Trunchbull put students 
who are bad?

- What does Mrs 
Wormwood think is 
more important than 
books and how do you 
know?

- Mrs Wormwood says 
you can’t earn any 
money by doing what?

- What kind of a person 
is Mrs Wormwood? 
How do you know?

In Chapter 11 of 
Matilda, Miss 
Trunchbull wanted to 
punish Bruce 
Bogtrotter for stealing 
chocolate cake. 
Imagine someone has 
stolen something of 
yours. What would you 
do to punish them? 
Write a letter to the 
person who stole 
something from you, 
explaining the 
consequences. 

In chapter 12, Miss Honey informs the class that 
Miss Trunchbull is coming into the room to teach 
a lesson. Think about how you would feel, if she 

was coming to teach one of your lessons. Write a 
diary entry explaining your thoughts and feelings.

Miss Honey warns the 
children that Miss 

Trunchbull is coming to 
teach a lesson and she 

tells them to 'Make 
sure your clothes are 
clean, your faces are 
clean and your hands 
are clean.' What do 

these quotations 
suggest about both 

teachers.

Why is chapter 10 called 
‘Throwing the Hammer’? 

What does it mean by the 
‘hammer’ and what is the 

significance of it?

Create your very 
own quiz based on 
chapters 10-12 of 

Matilda.



Chapters 13,14,15 

In no more than 
50 words 
summarise: 
- Chapter 13: 

The Weekly Test
- Chapter 14:

The First Miracle
- Chapter 15:

The Second 
Miracle

Imagine you are a newspaper 
reporter who has witnessed 
what has happened in chapter 
13: The Weekly Test. 
Write a newspaper article 
about the way that children 
are treated in Crunchem Hall 
Elementary School. 
You should think about:
- If you agree or disagree 

with what has happened.
- How you want your readers 

to feel about what happens 
at the school (should they 
be disgusted or pleased?). 

You should include: 
- The name of your 

newspaper. 
- A catchy headline. 
- A picture.
- The report. 
- Eye witness 

statements/interviews.

Miss Honey 
teaches the 
children songs to 
help them 
remember 
challenging words; 
make up a poem, 
song or mnemonic 
for the name 
‘Trunchbull.’

What insult would Miss Trunchbull give you? In the 
table below, take the first letter of your first name in 
the first column and first letter of your surname in 
the second column (e.g. Violet Pace would be ‘vile pig’)!

Write (at least) a 
paragraph telling 
your reader about 
another time that 
Miss Trunchbull 
terrorised a 
student. 
- What did she do, 

when and why?
- What happened 

to them?
- Where are they 

now?

Miss Honey witnesses Matilda 
tipping the glass with her mind; 

imagine that you are Miss 
Honey. Write a diary entry 

talking about what happened. 



Chapters 16,17,18 
In no more than 50 
words summarise: 

- Chapter 16 
- Chapter 17
- Chapter 18

Write down the following 
words and their meanings 
(use a dictionary to help 
you)

1.      animated 
2.     valve 
3.     mysterious 
4.     phenomenon 
5.     precocious 
6.     conceit 
7.     profound  
8.     bemused  
9.     delicacy (or delicate) 
10.   compel 
 

In chapter 16, Roald 
Dahl describes Miss 
Honey’s cottage in 
great detail. Using 

this as a guide, draw 
a picture of the 
cottage and its 
surroundings. 

Using evidence from chapter 17, answer the following questions:

1.   Why is Matilda ‘…not really a child at all’ in Miss Honey’s eyes?
2.   Name three bad things Miss Honey had to endure while growing up.
3.   Why couldn’t Miss Honey live with other relatives?
4.   How does Roald Dahl build up suspense before revealing who Miss Honey’s aunt is?

Now you’ve learnt 
more about Miss 

Honey, write down 5 
questions you would 
ask her, if you had 

the chance.

In chapter 18, Matilda 
asks Miss Honey about 

the names Miss 
Trunchbull used. Write a 

short paragraph 
explaining why you think 
Matilda wanted to know 

this particular 
information

Create your very 
own quiz based on 
chapters 16-18 of 

Matilda.



Chapters 19,20,21
In no more than 50 
words summarise: 

- Chapter 19
- Chapter 20
- Chapter 21

Matilda shows great
perseverance in Chapter 19 
and becomes very skilled at 
doing something that was 
initially very difficult. 
Create a poster inspiring 
others to keep going when 
things get tough. You need 
to think about:

● The need for 
perseverance.

● What perseverance 
is?

● What it looks like? 
Why it is important to 
get your message 
across? 

Things to consider:
You might want a catchy 
phrase or saying such as: 

● Stick at it.
● Keep going.
● You can do it.

Roald Dahl was really 
good at creating a 
mixture of fabulous 
(Miss Honey) and foul 
(Miss Trunchbull) 
characters, using vivid 
descriptions and clever 
names to paint a 
picture (imagery) to 
you, the reader. Create 
your own terrific and 
terrible characters 
using HUMOUR if you 
can.

After reading Chapter 20, think about the trick 
that was played on Miss Trunchbull. What would 
you have written? What do you think would make 
Miss Trunchbull change her ways? Write your own 
message to Miss Trunchbull.

In Chapter 21, Mr 
and Mrs Wormwood 
are packing furiously 
to escape the 
country. If you had 
to pack suddenly and 
could only take one 
suitcase, what would 
you pack? Write a 
list of what you would 
pack and state why?

Using evidence from the 
book answer the following 

questions: How does 
Roald Dahl present;
- Miss Trunchbull?

-   Miss Honey?

Create your very 
own quiz based on 

chapters 19 to 21 of 
Matilda.


