
Year 7 into 8 
Summer Writing 

Challenge 



How to Use this Booklet 
Within this booklet, you will see a series of 4 different 
writing tasks 

These tasks are what we call ‘transactional writing’.

Each different task has been set thoughtfully, about 
something that is happening or has happened very 
recently within society.

Your pen will give you the opportunity to have your voice 
heard.

When you come back to school in September, you will 
receive 5 achievement points for each task that you 
fully complete.

What a fantastic way to begin the year!

Minimum Expectations to Receive Your 
Achievement Points 

- Provide a plan of your writing, if it’s 
not been given to you

- You produce a first draft of your 
writing 

- You use purple pen, the success 
criteria and the Writer’s Toolkit to 
improve your writing 

- Every piece is at least 5 paragraphs 
long 

- You then provide a ‘neat’ redrafted 
version



After you have 
completed any of 
the tasks, use 

this page to help 
proofread your 
writing. Make 
any corrections 
in purple pen and 

then write up 
your neat 
version.

KS3 Writer’s Toolkit



Success Criteria for Every Task
Use of the following persuasive 

devices:

● Hyperbole - exaggerated statements
● Repetition - something that is repeated for effect 

e.g. we must, must, must do this
● Rule of three - three ideas/adjectives linked to have 

an impact e.g. exhausted, dehydrated and weak, he 
crawled into bed

● Personal pronouns - I/you/we/us
● Similes - likening something to something else
● Metaphor - Comparing something to something else, 

but saying it actually is that
● Facts and statistics - this could be percentages, 

scientific information, things with evidence
● Rhetorical questions - questions that don't need to 

be answered, as the answer is obvious
● Alliteration - e.g. The clouds collided, creating ...
● Emotive language - words or phrases that appeal to 

the emotions
● Personal anecdotes - stories from personal 

experience (you or someone you know)
● Imperatives Verbs - Verbs that create a sense of 

commanding e.g. must, now, stop

Along with the 
writer’s toolkit, 
use this page to 

identify the 
success criteria 
within each of 
your pieces of 
writing. Add 
anything that 

you have missed 
using purple pen 
and then write 
up your neat 

version.



Task 1: Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, the Black Lives Matter movement took place. 
In response to this, write an article for your fellow peers. You should aim to inform them of 

what racism is and persuade them to show solidarity in putting an end to it. Follow the plan 
as outlined below:

 
Paragraph 
1 

This only needs to be a really short 
paragraph. Outline the reasons behind why 
you have chosen to write your article. 
Challenge: Avoid using the word ‘persuade’. 

Paragraph 
2 

Define what racism is. 
Write about why it is important that we 
don’t accept any form of racism in society 
today. Challenge: Include in your article  
‘white privilege’ and what this is.

Paragraph 
3 

Give an example of an incident that you have 
been appalled with in society. This could be 
within football/sport, it could be what 
happened in America with George Floyd. 
Ensure that your response is emotive. 
Challenge: Include the direct impact that 
this has had on you. 

Paragraph 
4 

Discuss the ‘Black Lives Matter’ movement 
and why you feel that it is a positive 
movement for society. You could mention 
the peaceful protests. Challenge: Use 3 of 
the words from the box below. 

Paragraph 
5

Give your audience one final thing to 
consider. Possibly make your reader 
consider what they can do differently.

Key Words You Could Use: 

Discrimination Prejudice Culture
 

Equality Diversity 

Inclusion Oppression Power 

Ethnicity Injustice 

Targeted Supremacy Inequality



Task 2: Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, the Prime Minister’s advisor, Dominic 
Cummings, went against his own advice and travelled to his sister’s house. Write a formal 

letter to Boris Johnson and express your opinion on this matter. 

 Plan your ideas using the grid on this page. 
Below are some ideas that you may wish to include: 

- What life has been like in lockdown for you 
personally 

- How Cummings could have put lots of people in 
danger 

- Cummings should have been a role model - 
people are looking to him for guidance

- Family members who you have missed greatly 
e.g. grandparents 

- You might mention that you feel he behaved in a 
selfish manner

- The government’s own slogan throughout the 
pandemic

Paragraph 
1 

Short introduction that clearly stated 
the main purpose of your letter 

Paragraph 
2 

Paragraph 
3 

Paragraph 
4 

Paragraph 
5 

Short conclusion, stating what you 
believe should happen next.

Top Tip: 
You may wish to use the internet to 

research what Dominic Cummings 
actually did and decide for yourself 

whether or not you think it was 
wrong.



Task 3: Lockdown has been an incredibly tough time for all of us. There will have been some 
really good days and some not so good days too. Boris Johnson has had a tough time facing the 

media and giving daily speeches to the press. Your task is to write your own speech for the 
teachers, headteacher and governors at Scissett Middle School. You should aim to put your 

ideas forward on what school should be like when you come back in September.

 Plan your ideas using the grid on this page. 
Below are some ideas that you may wish to include: 

- What you have learnt about yourself during 
lockdown 

- What you think you and your peers can carry 
forward from lockdown e.g. independent study, 
use of technology to assist with learning 

- Should the school day be as long as previously? 
If not, why? 

- Put your ideas forward on hygiene
- Put your ideas forward on wellbeing 
- What worries you the most? 
- How do you think learning in the classroom 

should be? 
- What are your opinions on homework?

Paragraph 1 Short introduction that clearly states the 
main purpose of your talk. Greet your 
audience. 

Paragraph 
2 

Paragraph 
3 

Paragraph 
4 

Paragraph 
5 

Short conclusion, stating one final thought. 
Remember to thank your audience for 
listening.

Top Tip: 
You may wish to use the internet to research what the 
government have said school will be like in September.



Task 4: Litter pollution is something that is becoming an increasing issue worldwide. Write a 
speech for your peers, encouraging them to recycle more and warning them of the dangers to 

our society/world if they do not. You can follow the plan below, or you can create your own. 

 Paragraph 
1 

Greet your audience. 
Outline the purpose of your speech. You may want 
to begin with some facts about litter pollution. 

Paragraph 
2 

Tell the audience what litter pollution is doing to 
our world. Use the internet to help you find 
interesting facts and statistics .

Paragraph 
3 

Tell the audience what litter pollution is doing to 
wildlife and sealife. Use lots of emotive language 
here and tug on the heart strings of the reader. 

Paragraph 
4 

Tell the audience what you want them to do 
differently. Give them advice on how they can 
change their habits and challenge the habits of 
others. 

Paragraph 
5 

Leave your audience with one final thought. Have 
them consider the greater need, given the 
pandemic that we have just faced. 
Thank your audience for listening. 

Top Tip: 
Use the internet to research the issues that litter 

causes. 
Have a look at local councils and what their ideas are 

to stop people littering.
Check out these sites for inspiration

:https://www.ecosia.org/?c=en
https://oceanhero.today/

https://www.theworldcounts.com/challenges/planet-earth/wast
e/plastic-bags-used-per-year 

https://www.ecosia.org/?c=en
https://oceanhero.today/
https://www.theworldcounts.com/challenges/planet-earth/waste/plastic-bags-used-per-year
https://www.theworldcounts.com/challenges/planet-earth/waste/plastic-bags-used-per-year

