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Motto 

Headteacher message 

Welcome to our end of term newsletter 2020. I hope this finds you and your family well and 
looking forward to Christmas. 
 
This will be my final newsletter as the Head of School at Scissett and I very much look forward 
to taking up my new role as Headteacher in the New Year. I feel extremely proud and honoured 
to have the opportunity to lead Scissett Middle into 2021 and beyond.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Greenough for all her hard work and dedication 
in leading Scissett since she took up the post of Headteacher at Easter 2016. She has 
supported pupils, parents and staff tirelessly throughout this time. On a personal note I would 
also like to thank Mrs Greenough for all the personal support she has given me as Deputy Head 
and as Head of School and in helping me to achieve my National Professional Qualification for 
Headship and making it possible for me to apply for and be successful in being appointed Head 
teacher.  
 
Mrs Greenough will now take up the role of CEO of the Mast Academy Trust and I look forward 
to continuing to work closely with her and the other Mast schools from January. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and wish all our 
families a very merry and safe Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Ann Large 

Head of School 
 
 

Community 
 
Pupils at Scissett always work tirelessly to support people less fortunate than themselves through 
charity work.  Unfortunately, we have been unable to hold some of our usual events this term but 
we supported Children in Need with a Dress Differently Day and raised £597.84. 
 

I would like to make a special mention, Hazel in class 7MO who personally raised £150 by 

completing a sponsored silence for Children in Need, very well done. 
 
We have also supported Mission Christmas by wearing Christmas jumpers and raised £682.02. 
Well done to everyone who took part.  
 
Staff have donated food items and pupils have written cards to be included in a Christmas hamper 
which will be delivered to one of our local care homes before Christmas. 
 

 



 

   

 

Packed Lunches 
 
Please could we ask that packed lunches and snacks brought into school do not contain nuts as we 
do have pupils who school who are allergic and exposure to these foods could make them extremely 
ill. 
 

 

.Key Stage 2 SATs 
 
As some of you may have seen in the media, the government has announced its plans for 
examinations next year. The Key Stage 2 SATs will go ahead as planned in May, during the week 
commencing 10 May 2021. In 2021 pupils will not be required to sit the English grammar, spelling 
and punctuation tests. As soon as we have any further information about the tests, we will write to 
Year 6 parents with details.  

Staffing  
 
We will be welcoming two new members of staff in the New Year as Mrs Simpson and Mrs Hunter 
start their maternity leaves. Mrs J Talbot and Mrs K Maryam will join us as experienced Key Stage 2 
and 3 teachers and will both be teaching in Year 6. Mrs Hull will be leading the English department 
during this time. We look forward to hearing the news of the new arrivals later in the New Year. 
 
We would like to thank Mrs L Wilcox our Technology technician for all her hard work in Food and 
Fabric and Resistant Material Technology as she moves on to new opportunities. We welcome Mrs 
Merrick to this post in January. 

 

Parent’s Evenings 
 
Thank you to all the Year 8 parents who joined us virtually for our Parent’s evenings. Year 6 
Parent’s evenings will be held in the week commencing 11th January and Year 7 in the week 
commencing 22nd March. Booking forms will be sent out nearer to these dates. Please note that 
these will be with your child’s class teacher 
 

School uniform exchange 
 
If pupils are in need of items of school uniform, please contact Mrs Pocock  rpocock@scissett.com 
to see if we have anything suitable, as we understand that replacing lost or outgrown items can be 
expensive. We can also support families by providing winter coats where possible. We would like to 
collect used but good quality uniform in school so that other families can recycle it. There is a 
uniform drop box in our school office. Please send any outgrown or unwanted uniform into school so 
it can be re-used by other parents. Thank you 

mailto:rpocock@scissett.com


 
 

 

 

PSHE 
 
The Department for Education published statutory school guidance to ensure the Health Education 
and Relationships Education aspects of PSHE (personal, social, health and economic) education 
becomes compulsory from summer term 2021. This is, and will continue to be, taught as part of our 
comprehensive PSHE curriculum, which also covers mental health and wellbeing, physical health 
(including healthy lifestyles and first aid) and learning about safe, healthy relationships, including 
understanding consent and online safety. As part of the process towards the new guidance being 
implemented, we want to ensure parents are fully informed and clear as to the PSHE curriculum 
content covered. We have attached further information relating to the new PSHE guidance for 
parents, which is produced by the Department of Education. 

 

Year 6 Harry Potter Day 
 
The gym was turned into Hogwarts recently for our magical Year 6 ‘Harry Potter Day’; pupils made 
their very own Golden Snitches monsters, designed their own wands and had a potions lesson with 
our very own Professor Freshwater, plus much more...some of them even became invisible (but 
don’t worry, we found them eventually, wandering around the forbidden forest)! 
 
It was a fantastic day and a welcome and well-deserved treat after a long first term with us at 
Scissett Middle, in which they have all worked very hard. We hope they enjoyed it as much as the 
staff did 

Performance/Virtual Concert 
 
Our virtual Christmas Concert will be streaming at 7pm on Wednesday 16th December. Please join 
us for a great mix of festive treats including our Virtual Community Choir and the newly formed Sign 
Language Choir, as well as a number of solo singers and instrumentalists. Best enjoyed with a 
mince pie! For those who cannot watch live the concert will be available until Mon 4th January on 
YouTube. The link will be shared on our website and social media channels the day before the 
concert - or you will find it by searching 'Scissett Christmas Concert' on YouTube. 
 
The Performance department has been pleased to resume some extra-curricular activities this half 
term. We have had an after school rock band club running twice a week which has resulted in some 
superb performances which you can see in the Christmas concert. In addition, we have been 
running a weekly Sign Language Choir, learning a Christmas piece using British Sign Language, 
which again, is a feature of the concert.  
 
We have been very pleased to be able to safely resume our instrumental lessons with the staff from 
Musica Kirklees. This team of nine wonderful teachers visit every week and can offer instrument 
lessons on just about every instrument. If your son/daughter is interested in starting lessons in the 
New Year then you can download an application form from the Musica Kirklees website, or students 
can come and speak to Mr Osborne in school. For students eligible for Pupil Premium funding, the 
school can meet half the cost. Please speak to us if this arrangement is something you would like to 
look into.  

 

 



 

 

Self-Isolation 
 
It seems there has been some confusion about isolation periods in relation to Covid 19 – this is 
partly because Test and Trace have been giving different information to the recommendations made 
by Public Health England.   
 
Where someone is isolating as part of a household bubble they maintain their own individual 
personal timeline, which remains unaffected by the results of others in their home once isolation has 
begun. In other words, if you are due to isolate for 10 days and remain well for your 10 days you 
may return to work/school at the end of your isolation.   
 
If you, or someone in your household bubble tests positive during your isolation period, the person 
testing positive begins a new 10-day self-isolation timeline but others in the household will remain on 
their original timeline. PHE have confirmed that this is accurate and correct. If, however, the positive 
test comes after the isolation periods have ended, re-isolation would be necessary.  
 
Please could I remind you that all members of a household must self-isolate whilst anyone is 
waiting for test results. 
 
 
 

 

Covid 19 
 

As we reached this point last year none of us could have predicted the year ahead and it certainly 
has been a very challenging time for everyone. I would like to thank you all for supporting us with the 
changes we have had to make in school to keep everyone safe. I hope that the New Year will bring 
the roll out of a vaccine that enables everyone to be safe and well and therefore will give us the 
opportunity for school to be able to offer all the extracurricular opportunities, visits, etc. that we all 
know are an important part of life in school. 
 
On return in January please can I ask that pupils continue to wear masks on public transport, on the 
way in and out of school and on the corridors where they may pass other pupil. The vast majority of 
pupils have remembered to do this daily but we are still having to purchase and give pupils masks 
every day. Could I ask everyone to return any masks they have borrowed so we can launder them 
and ensure we have them readily available every morning? 

 

Careers 
 
Careers Education this term has certainly been different, as we have adapted to the virtual world. 
Pupils have been working hard on their Careers folders and last week all subjects delivered Careers 
starters as part of their curriculum. A big thank you to Miss Cross who has interviewed many adults 
about their careers ranging from drone operators to veterinary nurses and these have been watched 
by all pupils.  
 
Pupils from Year 7 and 8 have been on a virtual tour of Huddersfield University and a virtual open 
day at Kirklees College.  There have been opportunities to explore the National Careers website, we 
have held debates including ‘University Versus Apprenticeship’, and ‘Should we encourage girls to 
go into STEM?’ 
 
Despite not being able to go on our usual visits, it has been a busy term ensuring that pupils are 
aware of the opportunities and pathways available in the future. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Positive Test Results during the school holiday 

The following bullet points are the advice we received from the Department for Education about 

Covid tests in the school holidays and we have been asked to share this with all parents: 
 

 You should continue to contact us, if your child develops symptoms on or before Saturday 
19th December and subsequently tests positive for coronavirus. The contact address is: 
office@scissett.com 

 

 School leaders will check emails once per day up until Wednesday 23rd December. After 
this date, you do not need to notify us unless your child will not be back in January – in 
which case you should report absence in the normal way.  

 

 Should school receive a report of a positive result on or before Wednesday 23rd December, 
we will continue to contact trace so may advise families of the need to self-isolate should 
your child be a close contact.  

 

Remote Learning 
 
A reminder that our remote learning for all subjects can be accessed via the school website. If pupils 
need to self-isolate they can follow their usual timetable and complete all the lessons they would be 
having in school. If any pupils need help with their work, they can email their subject teacher who will 
respond as soon as possible. If you need any support with access to the site, an electronic device or 
the printing of work please contact the school office. Work can be returned to the subject teacher via 
email or in hard copy on their return to school. 
 
Although the remote learning platform is being produced initially for pupils who are unable to attend 
school it is a fantastic resource for all pupils to support them with their learning at any time. 
 

 

Collecting pupils 
 
Please could I ask that if you need to collect your son/daughter during the day for an appointment 
that you collect them from the school office. Please park in the visitor car park, pupils move around 
the site during the day and we prefer not to have traffic moving within the school gates during the 
school day. The admin team will give you access to the site through the visitor gate. It is important 
for safeguarding reasons that we see the adult collecting pupils. If you prefer not to enter school 
under the current restrictions then a member of the office team can bring a pupil to you outside the 
main entrance. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 

 Year 6 Virtual Parents Evening week commencing 11th January 

 Year 7 Virtual Parents Evening week commencing 22nd March 

 Year 6 SATs week commencing 10th May 2021 
 

 

 


