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MESSAGE FROM MRS LARGE

Who would have believed it?  As we closed our gates to all but key worker
children in March, none of us actually thought that we would still be
contemplating lockdown as we approach the end of the summer term.  

Scissett Middle School has never been closed during the lockdown but has
remained open for families of key workers throughout, including the holiday
periods.  Not only have we welcomed our own pupils, but also those from other
schools within The Mast Academy: Kirkburton Middle, Shelley First and  .   It has
been wonderful to work with staff from other schools and a sheer delight to
see the children from Reception playing alongside (at a safe distance, of
course) our Year 8 pupils!   It has reminded us all not only how resilient and
adaptable our pupils can be but also how kind and caring they are.

Currently, in school, we are greeting more and more of our Year 6 pupils back
into the classroom.   The numbers have been growing steadily since 22 June
and we now have around 125 of our Year 6 pupils in school along with
approximately 50 of our Year 7 and Year 8 key worker children.   The children
are placed into ‘bubbles’ with designated staff and the timetable is carefully
coordinated to ensure that no two groups come in to contact with each other.

The day is divided into 25-minute blocks and lessons and breaks are scheduled
around these.   Although it sounds like a military operation, it has been
encouraging to see how quickly the pupils have adapted to the new systems in
place.   

We also acknowledge the great work being completed at home – both by
teachers and families.   Our staff have risen to the challenge of devising
engaging and accessible lessons for pupils and have begun to use Teams
meetings to deliver sessions online.  The Pastoral Team has organised catch-up
chats with form groups and contact has been made with all families studying
at home. 

Many children (and parents) have developed email conversations with staff
during school closure and we have witnessed some excellent examples of work
being completed, as well as other ‘non-curricular’ activities ranging from
quizzes, gardening, cooking and even instrument making!

Head of School



Recently, many of our pupils took
part in the national competition,
Junior Maths Challenge.  

Usually, this takes place in the
school hall; however, this year,
the competition has been online.  

Well done to all our entrants and
special congratulations go to the
following pupils who will be
receiving their certificates
shortly.

family outing!

We recognise that the enforced closure of schools has been extremely unsettling
for some families and, as a school, we aim to continue to support our pupils in
every way possible.   The return to school in September will be difficult for many
and the Pastoral Team is already making preparations for those pupils who may
require additional support.  There are also activities planned for children during
the summer holidays; however, these are purely optional.  Heads of Department
are busy creating new schemes of work in order to address the gaps in learning
brought about by the school closure.

Of course, September is the time when we look forward to welcoming our new
Year 6 pupils to Scissett Middle and teachers have been working extremely hard
to make the transition from first schools as pleasant and problem-free as
possible.   It is also the time when we say goodbye to our Year 8 pupils.   This has
been unusual this year, to say the least; however, staff have worked hard to
ensure that pupils have been able to come into school on Fridays in order to
meet with their classmates and Form Tutor in order to say their farewells.

As we, hopefully, begin to leave the difficult times behind us, I would like to
thank you all for your continued support over the last months.   We hope that all
staff, pupils and families will remain well during the closure period and trust you
will follow the Government’s advice in order to keep you and your family safe. At
the moment, we are working hard to prepare the school for September and will
continue to regard the official DfE guidelines in readiness for a safe, smooth and
seamless return of all pupils and staff in the forthcoming school year.  As always,
if during the period of closure your child becomes ill with either suspected
COVID-19 or a confirmed case, please notify school at your earliest convenience
on office@scissett.com 

May I take this opportunity to, once again, thank you all for your continued
support during this school year and wish you and your families continued good
health during the summer months.   We look forward to seeing you all in
September.

JUNIOR

MATHS

CHALLENGE

Gold
Ian N from Y6 and Ellie P from Y8

Silver
Sophie P from Y6; Rebecca T from Y7 and
Amelie C, Victoria H,  Luke A, Rebecca D
and Rhys B-W from Y8

Bronze
Samuel C, Evie M, Roddy S, Sophia S,
Finley L, Daniel J, Erin L, Alexander P,
Thomas P, Eben C, Harvey S, Finlay S,
Amos S, Millie J, Poppy L, Julia P, Lewis K,
Rayph W, Georgia W, Ruby U, Oliver F and
William R from all year groups.
 



The English department has created
summer work packs for Year 5 into 6,
Year 6 into 7 and Year 7 into 8. They
are optional packs, but have been
designed to keep children reading
and writing over the summer. For
each fully completed task, students
will be given achievement points
when they return in September.   Also,
the school is making online platforms,
SATs Companion and Spelling Shed,
available to Y5 from the start of the
summer holidays for anyone who
wants to start using them. Year 5
parents – for details of how to access
this, contact Mrs Hull by 1 August for
login details.  shull@scissett.com

This term brings us our very first
‘virtual’ Summer Concert on Thursday
16 July at 7pm – well worth making a
date in your diary.   Mr Osborne is
compiling a list of veritable virtuosos
in order to bring to you a concert
worthy of the Albert Hall.   Many of
our pupils engage in music lessons
both in and out of school and we
have a very talented bunch of
individuals as our recent Lion King
performance demonstrated.   This
virtual concert gives pupils the
opportunity to showcase their many
and varied talents and reach an even
wider audience than we might have
done in school.  Keep checking
communications for further details.

PE is one of the subjects that is most
difficult to undertake remotely;
however, challenge develops
creativity and on Tuesday 7 July we
saw the West Yorkshire School
Games Virtual Sports Day.   Children
all across West Yorkshire were invited
to take part in a series of activities
and challenges that could be
completed at home.   Children were
asked to represent their school by
entering scores online.  Log on to see
how Scissett Middle School did.

Mrs Greenleaf has organised a small
entrepreneur  club online with a few
pupils who expressed an interest in
running their own business and a
business expert.   This is a trial for a
more formalised club next year.   So
far, it has proved to be very popular
and we hope to roll out a
competition next year for an
Enterprise Club.   Thanks to those
involved for being ‘Guinea pigs’ for
the pilot scheme and we look forward
to seeing you all on The Apprentice!

ENGLISH MUSIC

PE CAREERS



Mrs Senior is relinquishing her role as SENDCo and this post has been filled by
Rebecca Donkersley, who will be joining us in September working with ourselves
and Kirkburton Middle. Katrina Smith will also be working with the Special
Needs team as Senior ETA assisting Mrs Donkersley with administrative duties
and also working alongside pupils in the classroom.  Michael Osborne has been
appointed to lead Performance Arts across Scissett and Kirkburton and Adele
Greenleaf will lead Careers.   We also welcome Rebecca Wilson who is joining
us as a Science teacher. Nicola Robinson and Natalie Hunter, Heads of Maths
and English respectively, have also been seconded to the posts of Assistant
Heads of Scissett from September.   We have two new trainee teachers
beginning in the new year: Grace Booth, who joins the English department and
Rebekah Peace in French.   Both Grace and Rebekah have been with us as
interns and already have a great understanding of the school.   We wish all of
the above well and look forward to working alongside them in their new roles in
September.

July also sees us saying goodbye to some members of
staff.   Leanne Scott will be leaving us for pastures new
after being in school for two years and we also say ‘au
revoir’ to admin stalwart, Sue Lockwood.   Mrs Lockwood
has worked at Scissett Middle for 23 years and has
manned – or wommaned – the school office expertly and
tirelessly.   She has checked hundreds of ‘broken’ limbs,
dished out medication, taken thousands of phone calls
and generally been the go-to person for almost anyone
in or out  of school.   Along with all our wonderful  admin 
staff, Mrs Lockwood could always be found giving her time freely at any
after-school event on refreshments, raffles and meeting and greeting. 
However, now that Mrs Lockwood is leaving, we can reveal a massive secret –
she can devour more chocolate in one day than an entire nation!   It won’t be
the same without seeing Mrs Lockwood working her way through a packet of
chocolate digestive biscuits at 8am and polishing off a bar of Dairy Milk by at
morning break.  Mrs Lockwood will be very much missed as the ‘front of house’
of Scissett Middle and we all wish her the very best for the future.

UNIFORM

SWAP

Head of Humanities, Ruth Pocock, has,
yet again, organised a uniform
exchange.   On Friday 10 July, parents
were invited to collect items of clothing
from the MUGA – all of which have been

carefully sorted and washed by Mrs Pocock for families who may need
additional uniform for various reasons.   Thank you to all of you who brought in
your unwanted items and, should you wish to drop any uniform in school, this
can be arranged through the office.

This term, we have several changes to
staff in school.   Gill Senior has been
appointed as Deputy Head for The
Mast with responsibility for
Safeguarding across Scissett Middle
and Kirkburton Middle.  

STAFFING

CHANGES

Mrs

Lockwood



As you may be aware, the teaching of
Health and Relationships Education
becomes compulsory as part of PSHE
education, during the next academic
year.
The Department for  Education has published statutory school guidance on this
for parents, which can be viewed  on the link below.   The school will be
following the Department for Education’s recommendation to have a ‘sex
education programme tailored to the age and the physical and emotional
maturity of pupils’ and will be adopting the Kirklees Schools RSHE policy. Once
the policy has been finalised, we will consult and share the policy with parents.
More information will follow on this as we return to school in the autumn term.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-
relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education

Summer term is the time when we wave
off our Year 8s to continue their school
career at Shelley College and beyond;
however, this year we had to be slightly
more creative with our goodbyes.  

Initially, discussions began, as usual, with staff from Shelley College - until the
pandemic hit and things went slightly awry.   The usual end to the year didn’t
happen, where shirts are signed, assemblies are attended and many a tear is
shed.   We still managed to have leavers’ assemblies, even though they were in
individual classes; we still ordered hoodies; we still managed to say our
goodbyes.   The shirts did go unsigned and very few tears were shed but, all in
all, our children had a pretty good, socially distanced, send off. 
 
Of course, we normally welcome the Year 5 pupils to school for the last week
of the summer term, too.   Sadly, this isn’t able to go ahead and we now look
forward to meeting them in September.   However, most Year 5 pupils have
already visited Scissett Middle during the year for various events organised in
school, which means that transferring to middle school is not the daunting
process it might be.   This year, we have managed to complete transition of a
different kind: we have organised extra school visits for children with
additional needs; we have created online ‘booklets’ for children to complete in
order for teachers to have a better understanding of their new pupils and we
have arranged for each child to have individual phone calls or Teams meetings
from their Form Tutor.   The Heads of Year have become adept YouTubers and
have created a video tour of the school – in fact, they are expecting Strictly to
be on the telephone any day now!  Should you wish to see our video tour of the
school, please find it on YouTube on the following link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYUnQINAiYs

PERSONAL, SOCIAL

& HEALTH

EDUCATION

PASTORAL

NEWS



The return to school in September is
currently being planned for. 
Government guidelines state that all
pupils and staff will return and we are
working our way through the guidance    
released last week in order to welcome everyone back safely.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools  
 
Of course, this is a huge undertaking for the school and we ask you to be
patient and bear with us as we make plans.  We will let you know as soon as we
have anything to share.   One major change will be that pupils will be given a
staggered start and end to the day depending on which year group they are
in.   They will also remain within their own year group ‘bubble’ to minimise
contact with others and stay in one classroom for as many lessons as possible,
meaning movement on corridors will be kept to a minimum. 
 
It is also  important that we keep the school as clean as we possibly can;
therefore, all rooms currently not in use are to be cleared over the summer so
that surfaces can be easily cleaned: the fewer items both  staff and pupils
touch, the safer  the environment.   In September, pupils will sit in rows, side by
side, and teachers will stay 2m away or 1m for very short periods of time.  
 
To minimise cross-contamination, teachers will have their own equipment,
which is unable to be shared with children and staff will move between rooms. 
We would ask that all pupils bring in their own equipment on arrival; however, if
your child is in receipt of free school meals there will be packs available in
school should you wish to take advantage of these.  This is more important than
before as equipment cannot be exchanged between pupils or borrowed from
school.   Bags should also be large enough to contain books up to A4 size.   On
days when PE is on the timetable, children will be asked to bring outdoor kit,
including a thin, waterproof jacket, if possible, as all lessons will take place
outside unless the weather is particularly inclement.   Further clarification will
be available before the beginning of the new school year.

Again, thank you for your patience; we greatly appreciate your ongoing
support.   Of course, all plans are preliminary and may change at a later date
subject to circumstances at the time and Government guidelines but, in the
meantime, please keep an eye on emails, texts and the website and we will
update you with  further details as soon as we have finalised plans.

SEPTEMBER

RETURN


