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Year 8 

In The News 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

This year’s theme is Let’s Connect and is about making meaningful 
connections for all, during Children’s Mental Health Week – and beyond. 
People thrive in communities, and this connection is vital for our wellbeing.  

When we have healthy connections – to family, friends and others – this 
can support our mental health and our sense of wellbeing. And when our 
need for rewarding social connections is not met, we can sometimes feel 
isolated and lonely – which can have a negative impact on our mental 
health.  

For Children’s Mental Health Week 2023, we’re encouraging people to 

connect with others in healthy, rewarding and meaningful ways.  

 

For more information please visit Children's Mental Health Week 

(childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk)  where you can watch a video of The 

Princess of Wales discussing the importance of connections to mark Children's Mental Health Week. 

Gardeners, DIY Enthusiasts and Scientists Wanted! 

We are looking for gardeners & DIY volunteers who can help our Eco-Schools Team, as 

well as people who work in Science who would be willing to speak during Science 

Week. 

Please see below for further details about how you can help. 

https://www.scissettmiddle.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/scissettmiddle
https://twitter.com/scissettmiddle
childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk
childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk


Subject Spotlight - Geography 

In Geography we have started our new exciting topics for the this term.  

 

Year 6 will be investigating how we use our planet as a natural resource which involves studying rocks, 
renewable energy, wind farms and if we use our resources sustainably. Mrs Keirs is particularly looking 
forward to sharing her rock collection with students, which she collected and brought back from a 
recent holiday in Scotland! 

Year 7 have started studying Asia and are about to focus 
on China as a country of particular interest as it's now our 
second largest economy in the world. Of particular 
interest to students will be the impact of the one-child 
policy which still has a far-reaching impact on China's 
population even now. 

Meanwhile, the Year 8s are now looking at tectonic 
hazards and will learn about the layers of the Earth, 
continental drift, tectonic plates and how earthquakes, 
volcanoes and tsunami's are formed - exciting stuff! 
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It is that time of year again when the Science Department are getting ready to celebrate Science week. 
Science week is 10th - 19th March and this year the theme is Connections. 

We are keen to expose our pupils to all of the amazing possibilities science can bring to them. 

If you or a family member work in a scientific 
related area and have some time, we would love 
to have some speakers in to share your 
experiences with our pupils. 

Please contact Mrs Turner, if you are able to join 
our Science Week celebrations. 
mturner@sms.themast.co.uk 

Sad News 

It is with great sadness that we share the news that Henry, our 
Therapy Dog, has died. 

Henry was such a blessing to pupils both past and present, 
offering comfort and solace when they needed it most. 

We will miss Henry and his calming disposition hugely.  

We pass on our sincere condolences to Henry’s owner, Richard, 

and his family, and would like to say a massive thank you for all 

the time he has given, bringing Henry to see us over the years. 

https://www.scissettmiddle.com
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Sports News 

We’ve had an extremely busy week with sports fixtures - a huge well done to everyone who has represented SMS 

and thank you to our P.E. department who give up their time to arrange and attend these fixtures. 

 

Sportshall Athletics - Kirklees Finals 

Last Friday, 3rd February, teams from Years 7 and 8 took part in the Sportshall Athletics, Kirklees Finals. Both year 

groups represented school with great energy and determination, having qualified through the first round. They 

competed in various running, jumping and throwing events, with some fantastic individual performances as well as 

overall team performances. The results were as follows: 

Year 8 Boys - Winners 

Year 7 Boys - Runners-up 

Year 8 Girls - 5th place 

Year 7 Girls - 7th place 

Y8 Basketball on Monday 6th February we played away at Royds Hall. We won the game 30-21. 
The player of the match was Noah D. who was our top point scorer. 
 
Y6 Football on Monday 6th February we played away at Kirkburton Middle School losing 1-6. Player of the match - 
Oliver P-F. 
 
Y7 Football on Wednesday 8th February we hosted Kirkburton Middle School. We played two games, losing one 3 
- 5 (player of the match Isaac  F.) and winning the other 8 - 5 (player of the match Jake B. who scored 6 goals). 
 
Y7 Basketball on Wednesday 8th February, Holmfirth hosted the Y7 basketball competition.  
We performed very well, winning 3 games with 1 draw and 2 losses. This made us 2nd place in the overall 
standings. The player of the tournament was Kartaar C. 
 
Y7 Rugby on Thursday 9th February we played away at Malet Lambert in Hull. We lost 34 - 24. Player of the match 
Albi C. 

 

It is World Book Day on 2nd March and Mrs Hull is challenging 

pupils to design a potato book character. They should use a potato 

and be as creative as they like to turn it into a book character of 

choice. Pupils may use any materials - whatever they  have at home 

(with permission!) 

Alternatively they can make a poster of their favourite character 

instead.  

Entries should be photographed and emailed to Mrs Hull: 

shull@themast.co.uk  by 5pm on Friday 3rd March. 

 

We will also be hosting a book swap for World Book Day - further 

details will be sent in the next bulletin. 
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Dates for the diary  

 

Monday 13th to Friday 17th February - February half-term 

Monday 13th March, Tuesday 14th March and Friday 17th March - Mary Poppins Jr. Production.  

Tickets are now on sale via ParentPay 

Friday 17th March - Red Nose Day, pupils pay £1+ to dress in their own clothes for school to raise funds.  

Tuesday 9th May – Friday 12th May - KS2 SATs 
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Eco-Schools and Wellbeing Committee Update 

In the coming term, the Wellbeing Committee will be starting to put plans in place to redevelop one of 

our outdoor quad areas. They have come up with a collection of ideas that will make this a useable 

space in school, for our students and staff, with a focus on supporting our wellbeing. 

We are delighted to have received delivery of our new Buddy Bench that will be placed in the quad area. 

Thank you to Cummings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alongside this, our Eco-Schools Team are continuing their work on achieving the Green Flag status for 

the second year, and will support the wellbeing work by including plans to start a vegetable garden, to 

set up a wormery that was kindly donated last year, to start making our own compost, and to 

incorporate more wildflower areas around the school grounds. This is a big job, for a small group of 

children, so we are asking our parent/carer community if you would like to join us?! If you are growing 

any plants/vegetables/fruit bushes and can spare one or two then they would be gratefully received in 

our garden development. Furthermore, if you are a keen gardener, or DIY enthusiast, and would like to 

support us by offering some of your time here at school, then please email rwilson@themast.co.uk to 

show an expression of interest. If there is enough interest, we would like to have an open day one 

Saturday in the Spring Term to make good headway on these developments. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  
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