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Afternoon Reading Time  

This half-term we are reading the following new books in afternoon reading time:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a reminder of some questions to support your children’s understanding of what they have been 

reading and to open up some discussion about the novels: 

What has happened so far in the story?  

What do you predict will happen next? 

How do you think the story will end? 

Why do you think the character did ____________? 

What would you have done if you were the character? 

How would you have felt if you were the character? 

What images do you see in your head when the story is being read? 

How do you picture the characters in your mind? 

What are you wondering about as your teacher reads?  

What do you think will happen in the next part of the story? 

The Year 6 pupils are reading Coraline by Neil Gaiman, a dark and 

thrilling tale about a young girl who discovers an eerie, parallel world 

that mirrors her own but harbors sinister secrets. As she ventures 

deeper, Coraline must use her courage and wit to escape and save her 

real family from a dangerous “Other Mother.” 

The Year 7 pupils are reading The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin, a 

clever, puzzle-filled mystery in which sixteen seemingly unconnected 

heirs are brought together to solve the mystery of eccentric millionaire 

Sam Westing’s death. As they compete in a high-stakes game, secrets 

unravel, and each character must use their wits to uncover the truth 

and claim the inheritance. 

Year 8 pupils are reading The Wave by Todd Strasser is a thought-

provoking novel based on a true story, where a high school teacher’s 

experiment to demonstrate the rise of fascism spirals out of control. 

As students embrace the strict rules and unity of “The Wave,” they 

begin to lose their individuality and question their morals, revealing 

the dangers of groupthink and blind obedience. 
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Thank you to Ackworth Guitar Setups 

We have just collected our latest batch of guitars that have been kindly repaired by the amazing team at 

Ackworth Guitar Setups. The owner, Tristan, is a former SMS student and generously gives his time and 

expertise to make sure we've got the instruments to keep our students playing. They are a great local 

business and have just moved to a new premises in Denby Dale Business Park. For anything guitar 

maintenance related we can highly recommend. Thank you Ackworth Guitar Setups! 
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Scholastic Book Fair 

Next week (w/c 18th November) we will be hosting the Scholastic Book Fair. The week-long event gives 

our pupils the opportunity to have a look at and purchase the books everyone is talking about! Children 

will be given a 'Wish List' to write down any titles that have caught their interest and take home for your 

viewing. You can then buy credit through the website (instructions are on the Wish List) allowing your 

child to collect their desired book the next day (if extra copies aren't available, they will be ordered and 

delivered to school). 

Please remember: The Scholastic Book Fair is CASHLESS, so don't send money in with your child.   

The more books purchased, the more free books the school is able to earn. This is help expand our highly 

used library. 

https://www.scissettmiddle.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/scissettmiddle
https://twitter.com/scissettmiddle


Website: www.scissettmiddle.com        Facebook: Scissett Middle School        Twitter: @Scissettmiddle 

Eco Elves Gift Giveaway 

This year we are supporting The Bridge Community Hub’s Eco Elves Project, an exciting project aimed at 

fostering environmental awareness and sustainability within our community with an emphasis on social 

and economic welfare. 

We are asking pupils to donate good quality toys that can be regifted this Christmas. These will then be 

used to support families and help reduce the financial burden that this time of year can bring. 

Good quality toys can be brought to school by Monday 2nd December. 

Parents can also get tickets for the gift-away to collect a toy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“NEW TO YOU can be good 

as NEW”  
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Dates For The Diary  

Friday 29th November - School closed for Staff Training Day  

Friday 6th December - Christmas Fayre, 6pm-8pm 

Thursday 12th December - Christmas Concert 

Tuesday 17th December - Orchestra Performance in school for Year 6 pupils  

Tuesday 17th December - Year 7 Pantomime trip  

Wednesday 18th December - Rock Band performance in school for Year 8 pupils  

Friday 20th December - School closes for Christmas holidays 

Monday 6th January - School re-opens following Christmas holidays  
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Christmas Concert 

Scissett Middle School’s Christmas Concert will be taking place on Thursday 12th December. This annual 

extravaganza will be a fantastic night for all the family and whether you have a child performing or not, 

we would love to see you there. Performances will be presented by the school's wind band, string 

ensemble and pop choir as well as a hilarious pantomime, rock bands and much more to get you in the 

festive spirit. Information about tickets will be shared in due course.  

We also have a small number of slots for solo singers and instrumentalists. Auditions for these slots will 

be at lunchtime on Monday 18th November in Room 6 and pupils will need to have a 1 minute audition 

piece (it doesn’t need to be Christmas themed) ready for the day.  
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LAMDA Exam Success 

Well done to these students who have recently been awarded a distinction for their LAMDA Grade 2 

Devising Drama group exam. From Year 8; Tegan, Lorna, Finn, Lois and from Year 7; Elizabeth!  

The group LAMDA sessions are offered by an external teacher, Mrs Gair, on Tuesday nights. If your child 

could be interested then for details about cost and arrangements, 

please email Mrs Gair at mglamda@outlook.com 
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