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Spring Newsletter 2022 

As we move to the end of the Spring term, I wanted to write to parents to 

keep you informed of all the events that have happened in school over the 

last very busy term and events to look forward to in the final term of the year. 

It’s been another busy term for the Student Council, who have really started to see some of their work 

come into fruition. 

Since we sent out the requests for advice or ideas regarding ways we could do more with our waste, or 

areas we could improve on, we have had a number of parents and carers get back in touch; so thank 

you for that! 

Sustainable artist, Sylvia Pearson, kindly got in touch and met up with Mrs Degnan to see how she 

could support us moving forward. We have taken on some fantastic ideas of how we can reuse some 

of our recycled waste in our own art, with a view to having a school activity club that students can 

attend if they are interested in this. Sylvia will also be delivering an assembly to each year group to 

teach them about recycling, reusing and reducing waste. 

As part of our pledge to do better, the Student Council have attended a recycling workshop that was 

hosted by Stacy Townend, a recycling officer from Kirklees. He taught the Student Council about what 

happens to waste in Kirklees and raised awareness of what can be recycled. Following this, the council 

members have all designed a recycling sticker which will go on green boxes that the school have 

purchased for every classroom in school. These will be for paper, cardboard and plastic bottles. We 

will also have recycling bins on each yard, so that the students who buy single use plastic bottles can 

put these in there, once emptied. These changes have come about following the realisation, 

in the workshop, that as a school we were throwing away around 800 plastic bottles per 

week! 

 

Following a productive meeting with the catering manager, there have been some changes in 

the food provision that are more suited to the requests of students as a whole. It is a difficult balance to 

achieve, as our catering team have a lot of regulations that they have to follow in order to ensure that 

they are providing balanced meals for all. There will be another meeting after the Easter break to allow 

the student voice to be heard once again, in order to further progress the dining experience. 

Our rewards team have been working closely with Mrs Johnson, the rewards coordinator, in order to 

provide students with more options to purchase using their Class Charts points. These have come 

about following a student survey, as well as a consultation with senior staff in school. We are slowly 

phasing in more sustainable and eco friendly rewards as we are more conscious about our carbon 

footprint moving forward. 

This brings us to our final piece of news. Following an application, we have successfully received a 

grant from the Denby Dale Parish Council that will support us with our work towards achieving Eco 

School status. This is an internationally recognised award that we are hoping to gain through setting up 

a school allotment, reinstating the school pond, and introducing many ways to help encourage 

increased biodiversity amongst our school grounds. 

We will be starting an Eco group after the Easter break, with opportunities available for all students 

(and parents too!) to get involved, so watch this space! 

School Council    

 



 

It's been an exciting few weeks for readers; on World Book Day we held a successful book 
swap and our Year 6 and 7 quiz teams enjoyed the World Book Day Quiz, at Huddersfield 
Town Hall. Our Learning Resource Centre (LRC) has been redecorated and rearranged, and 
our Year 8 librarians are working hard to organise it, so that pupils can begin to utilise it again. 

In lessons, Year 6 have recently finished reading the spooky, Whitby-based novel: "Room 13". 
Year 8 are just moving onto the eerie, suspense novel: "The Woman in Black", whilst Year 7 
are set to start touching fantasy story: "A Monster Calls" in the coming weeks.   
Next term is set to be just as much fun and reading-oriented, as we have lots more planned - 
including a little something for the Jubilee! 

Reading              

 

Please could I ask all parents to park carefully at the end of the day 
when collecting pupils. I am sure all parents and carers will agree 
that it is of the utmost importance that all our 620 pupils can travel 
home as safely as possible. Staff are on duty and supervise pupils 
onto the buses. Recently this has been very difficult as the buses 
have not been able to pull into the bus bay and park carefully due to 
cars either being parked in their bays or double parking, which has 
meant buses have not been able to leave on time. We would also 
ask that parents do not park in the entrances to Scissett Academy 
and Joseph Norton Academy on Busker Lane as this is causing 
safety issues on both sites. Thank you for your cooperation.  

Parking 

A reminder that after Easter, pupils may wear shorts and do not need to wear jumpers at school when 
the weather is hot. Shirts must be tucked in when jumpers are not worn. Unless the weather if very 
hot, pupils should bring their jumpers to school as it is not appropriate to wear an alternative if we 
have cooler days. Can I also take this chance to remind parents that boots, trainers and canvas shoes 
are not allowed in school. 

Also to remind you of our policy about the wearing of jewellery. Only simple items of jewellery may be 
worn, for example, a watch. If ears are pierced (ear lobes only), 1 pair of plain studs gold or silver may 
be worn, but not ear rings please. Likewise, nose studs, eyebrow studs and rings are not acceptable 
nor is any other body piercing. Pupils wearing unacceptable items will be asked to remove them.  

Recycling Uniform 

It’s that time of year when I am already starting to think about the new academic year and recycling 
uniform is an important part of that. I would like to offer a free second hand uniform service, as I have 
previously. Therefore,  It would be great if you would be willing to donate any good quality uniform that 
no longer fits, which can then be passed on to other families. Uniform that has been outgrown can be 
sent to the School Office.  

 

Thank you 

Mrs Pocock   

School Uniform            



 

This term pupils in Year 7 and 8 have taken part in workshops from 'Smashed' this raises 
awareness of the risks of underage drinking and peer pressure. Y7 pupils have also taken part 
in a workshop from 'The Riot Act' on road safety. Next term we will have visitors presenting 
assemblies on Prevent and County Lines. 

Please keep a look out for the PSHE updates and information posted on Facebook that 
signposts ways to support our young people. 

We have launched our Ownership of Learning Initiative in 
school this half-term. We are supporting pupils in taking 
more responsibility for their own learning by getting them to 
focus on their strengths and weaknesses and how to 
improve; we want our pupils to be independent and resilient 
learners.  
 
The termly Learning Success meetings give pupils a chance 
to talk through their goals with their class teacher. It is 
important we celebrate the success of our pupils and provide 
support to help them achieve their best. 

Physical Education, Physical Activity and School Sport 

PSHE 
 

Year 6 boys & girls 5th 
Year 7 girls 8th  
Year 7 boys 1st 
Year 8 girls 6th 
Year 8 boys 3rd 
 
Congratulations to all involved and we look forward to the outdoor track & field competitions 
during the summer term. 
 
The new year saw the return of Huddersfield Schools Netball and Basketball fixtures for Years 
7 & 8, it has been fantastic to see the students travelling to other schools and competing. 
They have experienced victory and defeat but we are always proud of how they have 
represented our school. The Year 7 & 8 Basketball teams both finishing 3rd with the Year 8 
team also finishing 3rd in the league. 
 
During January, both boys and girls’ Year 6 football teams travelled to Leeds Road playing 
fields to compete in the ‘Road to Wembley’ competition hosted by the Huddersfield Town 
Foundation. The boys were unfortunate to miss out on the semi-finals on goal difference with 
the girls placing 5th. 
 
 



 

During February, the Year 6 girls’ cross-country team and Noah were successful in qualifying for 
the West Yorkshire School Games Cross Country finals at Temple Newsam, they represented 
Kirklees and competed against 100 qualifying runners from Leeds, Calderdale, Wakefield & 
Bradford.  
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After the half term break, Legacy Ride came into school to deliver level 3 Bikeability, where a 
number of year 8 pupils learnt many new cycling skills including cycling on busy roads, navigating 
roundabouts and navigating junctions controlled by traffic lights. A great day was had by pupils 
and instructors alike, both clocking up plenty of miles! 

March saw the return of Huddersfield Schools Football, Year 7 & 8 boys competing in fixtures 
both home and away throughout the half term, with the Year 6 boys qualifying for the finals to be 
held Monday 4th April at Huddersfield New College. Congratulations and good luck to all involved 
we look forward to finding out which position teams finish in the league.   

Throughout the term we continued to enrich the curriculum, along with the many extra-curricular 
clubs run by teachers, we have also enjoyed working alongside coaches from within the 
community forging links with Utopia Gymnastics, Shelley College Dance Department and 
Deighton Table Tennis Club enabling students to experience specialist coaching and at the same 
time upskilling PE staff! 

Sylvie in Year 8, qualified for the National Cross-Country Finals. She travelled to Kent to compete 
against qualifying runners from different regions around the country. A fantastic achievement and 
well deserved for all the hard work and dedication!  

After a very busy and challenging term, the PE Department would like to wish all students and 
parents/carers a Happy Easter and look forward to returning school for the summer term and 
many more sporting opportunities.  

 
Physical Education continued 

February also saw Year 6 boys take part in 
the first ever Middle Schools Cup event 
hosted by the Shelley Pyramid Sports 
Partnership. Three five-a-side football 
teams travelled to 5core, formerly Soccer 
City to compete against our Neighbours 
Kirkburton Middle School. A girls’ event is 
planned for later in the year 



Careers 

 

On Wednesday 23rd March Year 7 attended a STEM Careers Fair along with pupils from Kirkburton. 
We had an amazing morning looking around and trying out all things STEM.  The students talked to 
employers and employees in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths and came home with 
bags of goodies. 

Some comments from our students were: 

‘We loved that we could walk around with our friends so we could go to stalls we wanted to see’.  

‘I found talking to the people on the stalls very interesting.’ 

‘I loved talking to the people in the Army – they had so much information to give us.’ 

‘I really enjoyed the car race that was powered by push bikes.’ 

‘The different machinery and stalls were cool.’ 

 

Year 6,7,8 have all attended an assembly from ASK Apprenticeships to explain about 
apprenticeships and what is available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 have visited Huddersfield 
University – including an 
accommodation room, the 
student union, the sports 
facilities, a real life courtroom, 
lecture theatres and lots more 

SATs 

Year 6 will complete their SATs during the week beginning 9th May and will have some time during 
the week before with English and Maths teachers to prepare. Pupils have worked incredibly hard 
and I am sure they will show just how well they have done during that week. We have built in 
preparation time for Year 6 in school time and as part of the programme of homework and would ask 
that parents both support and monitor this at home. Parents should, of course, use their own 
judgement about appropriate time spent on homework to ensure children have lots of time to relax 
and spend with family and maintain a healthy balance.  

SATs’ results are used nationally as GCSE indicators, and so we work with pupils to enable them to 
do the best they can as they move into their Secondary phase of education, but they are merely a 
point in time and test under a very narrow format. They do not test resilience, respect and tolerance 
or sporting prowess and artistic skills – qualities displayed by all of our pupils which are highly 
valued, and for which we seek to reward and recognise in other ways. We are very proud of each 
and every child in Year 6.  

The SAT timetable is as follows: 

 
Date Paper 

Monday 9th May English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Papers 1 & 2) 

Tuesday 10th May English Reading 

Wednesday 11th May Mathematics Paper 1 

Wednesday 11th May Mathematics Paper 2 

Thursday 12th May Mathematics Paper 3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our final event of this term has been our school production of Matilda. Rehearsals have been 
ongoing after school and on a weekend for many weeks. In addition to running the numerous 
rehearsals for singing, acting and dancing, staff and pupils have been busy making props, 
costumes and scenery. I would like to thank Mr Osborne and Miss Johnson and all the pupils 
involved for their time and commitment to making this such an amazing production, Mrs Ward 
for making all the costumes, Mrs Dacres, Mrs Mann and Miss Parojic for the support with 
choreography and direction. Also our Admin Team for their support with tickets etc. Five shows 
in four days - what a superb way to end the term! 

Matilda Production 
 

In school, we have two drinking fountains where pupils can fill their own drinks bottles and as 
part of our response to Covid 19 we had outdoor sinks put around the school which can also 
be used for filling bottles. We have water available in the dining room throughout lunchtime. 
Please could you provide your child with a bottle that they can refill. The school office does 
have a supply of plastic cups that we use for medical purposes and many pupils have been 
asking to use these just to have a drink of water in the day. We would never want to refuse 
any pupil access to drinks in the day but we would like to reduce our use of plastic and only 
use the cups when necessary.  

 

Please could I remind everyone that any foods containing nuts should not be sent into 
school for either a packed lunch or as a snack, we have pupils with severe nut allergies 
where exposure could cause them to become seriously ill. 

Reusable Water Bottles 



Our pupils with your support and the support of members of staff have continued to support 
local, national and international charities this year. So far we have raised £ 

 

Charities 
 

Staffing Update 

After Easter we will welcome 2 new members of staff to Scissett:  

Mrs Nina Hodgson joins us as a Behaviour Support Worker, Mrs Hodgson has previously 
worked for CAHMs at Northorpe Hall and brings a wealth of experience to the school. 

Mrs Debra Fisher joins us an Educational Teaching Assistant.  

We look forward to welcoming them to Scissett. 

Upcoming Events 

Children in Need £594.00 

Mission Christmas Toy Appeal £474.00 and children’s gifts 

Welcome Centre Food items for harvest 

Comic Relief/Ukraine £1105.00 

Monday 25th April School opens for the Summer Term 

Monday 2nd May May Day Bank Holiday 

3rd May to 6th May Drop Down Days for Careers & Wellbeing/SAT Preparation 

9th May to 12th May KS2 SATs 

Friday 27th May School closes for Spring Bank Half Term 

Monday 6th June School Closed Bank Holiday Queen’s Jubilee 

Tuesday 7th June School reopens 

Thursday 7th July Summer Concert 

Friday 8th July Year 8 Leavers’ Assembly 

Monday 11th July Year 8 start Shelley College 

Monday 18th July Year 5 start SMS 

Thursday 14th July Celebration Evening 

Tuesday 19th July New Parent’s Evening 

Friday 22 July School closes for the Summer Holiday 

From all the staff at Scissett Middle School, we wish you a very happy and relaxing Easter. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 
 

Mrs A Large 
Headteacher 


