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As we draw to the end of the school year, I would like to start with a massive thank you to all our 
pupils and to you, their parents, for all your support over the last twelve months. It has been 
fantastic to have all pupils back in school for the whole year. I hope that we will never have to 
return to remote and blended learning and that we will now be able to open up school fully for the 
next year so that we can all meet face to face for our entire Parent’s Evenings and other activities.  
 
We are planning trips, including residential ones for our pupils. Year 8 will have the opportunity to 
visit France and Year 7 will be able to do outdoor activities at Kingswood. Planning is underway 
for a Year 6 trip to Harry Potter World and for Year 7 and 8 to visit Quarry Bank Mill. 
 

 It has been a busy year and I would like to share some of the activities pupils have taken part in 
this term: 
 

Junior Maths Challenge 

 

Pupils from Years 6, 7 and 8 entered the Junior Maths Challenge in April. This is run by the 
University of Leeds and encourages pupils to look at challenging problem solving questions. The 
results were good with 42 pupils gaining awards: 10 Gold, 14 Silver and 18 Bronze.  
 
Alex in Year 6 was awarded a Gold Certificate and his result was the highest in the school. His 
score saw him qualify for the Junior Mathematical Olympiad.  
 
Ben in Year 8 also achieved a Gold Certificate and he got through to the Junior Kangaroo. All pupils 
taking part were awarded Certificates of Participation.  
 
Well done to all involved. 

British Dressage 

Congratulations to Abigail in Year 6 
she performed at the British 
Dressage Youth Inter Regionals. She 
came 3rd as an individual and her 
team won the whole competition.  
 
 
     



 

The school council have had another busy term: 
 
Since writing to you last, there have been many updates that we are happy to share. 
 
Following the design of the recycling sticker, the Student Council have now distributed over 30 
boxes to all the rooms in school and have produced a video to inform others about the process of 
recycling using these boxes. We were kindly donated three large green bins by the Recycling 
Officer and have already been making good use of those; every lunch time there are lots of single 
use plastic bottles being put in them. We are part of the Kirklees Council Recycling Scheme, so 
these are being included in our large Council recycling bins we have here at school. Our aim of 
cutting back the purchase of single use plastic has worked, and we are not getting anywhere near 
as many bottles being thrown away each week. This is hugely supported by the hydration 
stations that we now have in the school canteen which are being well used. We would like to put 
out a fresh plea for parents and carers to try and ensure that you are sending your children to 
school with a reusable water bottle. When the School Council meet on a weekly basis they are 
emptying the paper and cardboard recycling boxes and almost fill an entire Council recycling bin! 
It’s great to see students and staff around school becoming more aware of how much they are 
using, and recycling rather than just throwing away. 
 
We have been looking carefully at our Eco-Schools application where one of our focal points is 
the school grounds; we are looking forward to the new academic year where we are going to start 
moving with improving some of these . This includes working on the quads in school, where we 
will be reinstating the school pond and water butt, as well as adding some bird feeders and 
houses. We will also add some wildflower plants around the boundary lines to increase our 
Biodiversity; something that will be a huge aim across the whole of next year. As well as this, the 
Student Council will be installing dig free raised beds to grow fruit, vegetables and herbs that can 
be used in the school canteen. We have been fortunate enough to have obtained some grant 
money to go towards this, but if anyone has any unwanted planters, packets of seeds, or 
gardening equipment then we would welcome donations. Please email rwilson@themast.co.uk if 
you can help in any way at all. We have already received a kind donation of a Wormery from the 
Poddington family, which we have plans to set up as soon as we are back in the Autumn term; 
thank you so much once again for this! 
 
 
 
 
As well as naturally improving the school grounds, we were approached by 
Cummins Technology who have kindly made school a Buddy Bench. The Student Council have 
worked together and have decided it will be a bench that can be moved around to different areas 
on the school site, so that it can be used in all weathers. They have also decided on the colour 
scheme which will certainly brighten up the darkest of days. The aim of the Buddy Bench is to 
allow students to provide some peer support to those who take a seat, a sign of perhaps some 
worries or struggles and a chance for others to help lift someone’s spirits. 
 
Finally, at the end of June, two of the Student Council members went with Mrs Wilson to the 
Aspiring Eco-School Event that was held at St Aidan’s CE School in Skelmanthorpe. Whilst there, 
our students stood up and presented to other students and adults about what they have been 
doing. Mrs Wilson and Mrs Degnan are currently writing up all of the evidence that indicates the 
hard work of the Student Council as part of the Eco-School’s application in order to (hopefully!) 
achieve the Green Flag status. 

School Council 
 



On the 21st June a group of 40 Year 6,7,8, students went on a visit to Askham Bryan College in 
York for the day. The students on the visit were interested in a Career with animals especially 
Equine and Veterinary nursing qualifications. The day started with a tour of the wildlife park and a 
careers talk.  After lunch, we did workshops looking at insects and reptiles.  We also got a tour of 
the campus and the college itself. It was a fantastic day and was hopefully useful for the students 
to see a vocational way to study when you finish school at 16. 

 

 

.       

 
Careers Visit to Askham Bryan College 

Reading 

Please follow our pupil reading ambassador blog. 
The latest entry contains some recommended 
reads for the summer. We have also shared some 
PowerPoints from Miss Ryan with further exciting 
summer reading ideas. 

Homework Sites 

We will continue to use Sats Companion and Spelling Shed as part of Year 6 
English homework. If any new pupils would like access to these sites over the 
summer holiday please email Mrs Sarah Hull before August 1st and she will 
be able to set this up shull@themast.co.uk 

Summer School 

We are holding our Summer school during the first week of the holidays for our 
new Year 6 pupils. Thank you to everyone who has signed up and we are 
looking forward to getting to spend more time getting to know our new pupils. 

 

 



 

 

 

Staffing Update 

This summer we say goodbye and thank you, with all our very best wishes, to the following staff: 
 
After 18 years at Scissett Middle, Mr Hampson, Head of Year, will be leaving us to follow a new 
exciting teaching opportunity in primary education.  
 
Miss Ryan is leaving after 13 years of teaching English,  
 
Mrs Greenleaf after 8 years of teaching Food and Fabric Technology and Strategically Leading 
across both Scissett and Kirkburton Middle Schools on Careers.  
 
Mrs Simpson has taught Maths across school and leaves to join a primary school.  
 
Mrs Talbot has been with us teaching in Year 6 and moves on to a permanent position.  
 
We also say goodbye to Miss Measures one of our Educational Teaching Assistants. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming 6 new teachers in September: 
 
Mrs Claire Dobson Strategic Lead for Technology and Art 
Mrs Marie Turner Strategic Second for Science 
Mr James Morelli Teacher of PE and Maths 
Mr Alex Wiles Teacher of PE and Maths 
Mr Sean Moorby Teacher of Humanities 
Mrs Khalida Maryam Teacher of English 
Mr Thomas Cawkwell Teacher of Maths 
 
We also have restructured our Pastoral Team in school: 
 
Head of Pastoral Care: Mr Jason Terry 
Head of Year 8: Mrs Vikki Ward 
Head of Year 7: Mrs Andrea Glencorse 
Head of Year 6: Mr James Davidson 
 
 
If you have any concerns about your child please contact us in school so we can resolve any issues 
together as soon as possible. Staff will always try to contact you as soon as possible when they are 
available outside their teaching commitment. Any day-to-day concerns please contact your child’s 
form tutor, serious concerns can be directed to the Head of Year. If the concern is around any pupil’s 
additional needs/special educational needs, please contact Mrs Onnis, SENDCo. Any child protection 
concerns please contact our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Senior. If it is an academic concern please 

Parents’ Evening 

As it has been so long since we have been able to invite parents into school 
on a regular basis, we are planning our Meet the Tutor evenings early in the 
new academic year and our subject teachers meetings in the following terms. 
This will be an opportunity to come into school, meet your child’s form tutor as 
well as members of the Pastoral and Senior Leadership Teams. Information 
and online booking forms will be sent out when we return in September.  



   Pupils will be welcome to come to school from 8 am if they                        

 wish to have breakfast at school. This will be provided by 

 our caterers. Pupils can also buy snacks during the morning 

 break. Pupils do not need to book into breakfast club.    

 

 

Homework club will run every evening starting on Monday September 12th and will run from the end 
of the school day until 4.45pm. Pupils will be escorted to the bus bay at the end of this session. We 
will be sending a booking form for this so that you can indicate which evenings you wish your child 
to attend. For Safeguarding purposes registers will be taken every evening, so if your child cannot 
attend on a booked evening please could you let us know in advance. 

 

 

Breakfast and Homework Club  

 
 

This is a reminder about our rules around chocolate, sweets, crisps and fizzy drinks as we have 
had children bring very large family packets of biscuits to school and large multi-packs of sweets 
to consume as a 'snack'. We also have pupils who have come to school with energy drinks. It is 
often the case that children, who bring these things into school, do so by purchasing them on the 
way to school and it is important for parents to remind pupils at home that they are not permitted 
so they make the right choices. I am sure no parent would want their child to be consuming 
sweets and chocolates every day, sometimes in large quantities, without their knowledge and 
guidance.   
 
I am sure you will appreciate that this is not healthy as it is not part of a balanced diet and can 
cause significant problems for pupils in managing their behaviour and concentration at school, 
as well as being significantly detrimental to their health, and consequently, it is not something we 
can ignore. Although we do not allow chocolate, sweets and fizzy drinks (coca cola, energy 
drinks etc…), we, of course, understand that parents who send children to school with a packed 
lunch, may include some sweet treats – such a biscuit or cake as part of a balanced meal – just 
as it would be served in the canteen and this, of course, is perfectly fine. However, we do ask 
that, as parents, you support the school in ensuring all pupils adhere to this guidance for their 
own welfare.  
 
Please could I ask that any foods containing nuts or sesame seeds are not sent into 
school for either a packed lunch or as a snack, we have pupils with severe nut allergies 
where exposure could cause them to become seriously ill. 
 
In school, we have drinking fountains where pupils can fill their drinks bottles and a hydration 
station in our dining hall at lunchtime this can also be used for filling bottles. Please could you 
provide you child with a bottle that they can refill. The school office does have a supply of plastic 
cups that we use for medical purposes and many pupils have been asking to use these just to 
have a drink of water in the day. We would never want to refuse any pupil access to drinks in the 
day but we would like to reduce our use of plastic and only use the cups when necessary.  
 

Healthy Eating 



Wellbeing 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Henry our therapy dog for all his work this year. 

We are also grateful to our new, second therapy dog Duke for being with us and working so   

hard all term. 

 

                           

Lockers 

Lockers will be available in school.  The cost of a locker is £9 for the year. This is payable via 
ParentPay and as soon as this goes live we will send an email for those wishing to pay. 
Children in receipt of FSM will be able to use a locker with no charge. 

Extra Curricular  Opportunities  

In September, all our extra-curricular activities will recommence. We will send out a list of all 
available opportunities in September. Please encourage your child to get involved. Every term 
we have approximately 40 different clubs that pupils can join. Our School Council and other 
positions of responsibility, will continue for example, our older pupils may wish to become 
reading or Maths mentors, or play leaders. 

Uniform Reminders 

As we approach the summer holidays, many parents will get ready to purchase new school 

uniform for September. Our pupils are incredibly smart and the vast majority uphold the uniform 

rules. Just a couple of reminders: 

 No trainers or pumps. Shoes should be leather or leatherette 

 Skirts should be knee length and not short, tight or clingy. Please avoid stretch fabric/

lycra/jersey skirts. 

 Long tailored shorts are permitted all year round 

 In PE, pupils must wear full kit but can wear base layer (dark blue) in cold weather 

 Jewellery – a watch (no smart watches, please) and one stud in each year. No other 

jewellery. 

A full uniform list is available on our website in the Welcome Pack.  

It is also worth reminding you that although pupils may bring mobile phones to school, these 

must be placed in the storage boxes in the morning for safe keeping. The main reason for this 

is pupil welfare and consequently, where pupils do not adhere to this rule, parents will be 

contacted and maybe asked to collect the phone. The reason for this, is we must check that the 

phone does not contain images of other children at school for safeguarding purposes.    



P.E Uniform 

Pupils must wear school uniform every day and bring their school PE kit 

on the days they have PE or a physical extracurricular activity. We now 

have new changing rooms where pupils can change into their PE kit for 

lessons and activities and back into their uniform afterwards. 

Uniform Exchange 

Each year we run a ‘Uniform Exchange’ whereby Year 8 pupils (or younger pupils who may 
have outgrown uniform), donate it to school and we pass it on to other families. If you have any 
jumpers, ties and especially PE kit, that is no longer needed, please send it into school. We 
have been a collection point for The Uniform Exchange for some time, so if you would like to 
donate First School Uniform too, we can ensure it is passed on to families who would benefit 
from it.  We understand that some pupils may have younger siblings and want to keep uniform 

Denby Dale Centre 

Please see the link below to the Skelmanthorpe Food Pantry for families to make use of over 

the holidays. They would be extremely grateful for any donations also. 

https://www.ddc.org.uk/pantry 

Dates for you Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all you support this academic year. May I take this opportunity to wish you a lovely 
Summer.  

Kind regards 

 
 

Mrs A Large 
Headteacher 

13th September  On line safety information evening for parents 

27th & 29th September  Year 6 Meet the Tutor evenings 

27th September  Year 7 Meet the Tutor evening 

29th September  Year 8 Meet the Tutor evening 

4th October  School Photographs 

12th October  Year 6 English and Maths Sat Information Evening 

18th – 21st October  Year 8 Trips to Quarry Bank 

24th November/ 1st December  Year 8 Subject Parent’s Evening 

5th/6th/8th December  Year 6 Trip to Harry Potter World 

https://www.ddc.org.uk/pantry

