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Newsletter July 2021 
 
What a year! As we started this academic year who knew that it would involve setting up a testing site, another 

national lockdown, blended learning, teaching and learning in masks etc. I would like to start with a massive 

thank you to all our pupils and to you, their parents, for all your support during this challenging time. Your 

children have been amazing, adapting quickly to all the changes we have had to make. Their resilience and 

commitment to their learning both in school and whilst at home must be commended. Finally, we have 

received guidance that makes a return to a ‘normal’ Scissett Middle School a possibility in September. 

September Guidance Headlines 

• No more ‘bubbles’ 

• Schools will not be responsible for contract tracing 

• Face coverings are no longer advised 

• All secondary age pupils (year 7 and year 8) must have 2 onsite lateral flow tests 3 to 5 days apart 

on return in the Autumn Term – we will send further details about dates and times for these later 

• Educational visits can restart 

• No under 18 year olds will need to self-isolate, instead contact will be made by Test and Trace and 

the advice will be to take a PCR test if there has been a close contact 

 

As a school we are required to write an Outbreak Management Plan that must include plans to ‘rebubble’ in 

the case of a local outbreak. 

Testing in the holidays 
 
School will not be providing test kits for pupils over the holiday but the government would like this to continue 
for secondary age pupils. Tests are available at local pharmacies. We have been asked to ensure that all 
secondary age pupils, Year 7 and 8, have two tests before returning to school in September as mentioned 
above. We will be setting up a testing site in school again and will begin this testing on Thursday 2nd 
September so we can complete this before pupils are all back on site. Further details and consent forms will 
follow. 
 
Of course guidance may change as we progress through the Summer, if we receive any updates we will let 

you know of any changes and details our plans for onsite testing before Year 7 and 8 return. 
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Support for parents over the summer holidays 
 
The Department for Education have launched a brand new site, designed especially for parents, with the 
support, information and resources to help children enjoy the summer holidays and prepare for the next 
academic year. 
The site features links to programmes, activities, resources and videos to boost children's learning and 
wellbeing aimed at parents of 0-19 year olds, with extra information for parents of SEND children. We have 
been asked to share this site with families share this site with families and carers in your school community. 

Please visit educationcatchup.campaign.gov.uk 

Charity fundraising 2020-21 

Despite the challenging year, our pupils have worked hard to raise awareness of good causes and raise 

money for charities. This year we have raised the following totals: 

Marie Curie 

Morrison’s Supermarket had been very supportive of some of our families during lockdown and had provided 

pizza kits that we were able to deliver during the second lockdown. In return, we wanted to support Marie 

Curie as this is a chosen charity of Morrison’s Supermarkets and they couldn’t raise money in the usual way, 

packing bags, collecting money at till points, due to Covid restrictions. As a result, we held a Dress Differently 

Day and produced art work that was displayed in the Huddersfield store, we raised £165.81. 

 

NSPCC Number Day 

In May we took part in the NSPCC Number Day; we raised £570 for the charity.  There was an emphasis on 

Maths Across the Curriculum on this day with all subjects getting involved.  Pupils dressed differently on a 

theme of numbers and took part in a week-long TT RockStars competition as well as various Number Day 

quizzes throughout the day. 

Defibrillator 

In June we started to raise money for a defibrillator. We raised ……  This total was achieved by holding a 

Dress Differently Sportswear Day and a very large donation from a family who felt that it was extremely 

important cause and one close to their hearts. We have also had a donation from the Rotary Club of £300 

pounds. Thank you to everyone for helping us achieve this amount. Thank you to all parents that have 

contributed via Parent pay and we will continue fundraising in the new academic year and hopefully we will 

have one on site as soon as possible. 

Junior Maths Challenge 

Pupils from Y6, 7 and 8 took part in the Junior Maths Challenge run by the University of Leeds.  Pupils 

achieved 17 Bronze awards, 8 Silver and 3 Gold.  The 3 pupils who achieved Gold: Catherine (Y6), Ian (Y7) 

and Rebecca (Y8), went forward to the next round and sat the Junior Kangaroo paper.  Rebecca received a 

Certificate of Merit for this.  Well done to all pupils who took part. 
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Transition 

Unfortunately, we had to cancel our transition day for Year 5 again this year. Restrictions meant that pupils 

would not be allowed to mix with pupils from other schools. This year we have pupils from 19 different schools 

who will be joining us in September and we do not have the space or staffing to make the day possible. We 

also felt that it would be a very limiting experience and not a true reflection of life at Scissett.  We have a 

recorded New Parents’ Evening and a virtual tour of the school on our website. 

Year 8 visited Shelley College for one day on Thursday 22nd July where they remained in their bubbles we 

have at Scissett so they could remain as safe as possible. 

Summer School 

We will be holding a Summer school during the first week of the holidays for our new Year 6 pupils. After 

being unable to hold our transition day it will be a great opportunity for pupils to meet some of their new 

teachers, familiarise themselves with the building and take part in many different activities.  

Parent’s Evening 

As it has been so long since we have been able to invite parents into school, we are planning our Meet the 

Tutor evenings early in the new academic year. This will be an opportunity to come into school, meet your 

child’s form tutor as well as members of the Pastoral and Senior Leadership Teams. Information and online 

booking forms will be sent out when we return in September. Year 6 will be in the week commencing 20th 

September and Year 7 and 8 in the week commencing 27th September. 

New Lunches 

We are excited to announce that from 1st September 2021, The Mast Academy Trust’s catering service will 

be provided by Academy Catering. We have attached the new menus with this letter. Lunch will cost £2.35 

per day.  

Breakfast and Homework Club 

Pupils will be welcome to come to school from 8 am if they wish to have breakfast at school. This again will 

be provided by our new caterers as well as being able to buy healthy snacks during the morning break. Pupils 

do not need to book into breakfast club. 

Homework club will run every evening starting on Monday September 13th and will run from the end of the 

school day until 4.45pm. Pupils will be escorted to the bus bay at the end of this session. We will be sending 

a booking form for homework club so you can indicate which evenings you wish your child to attend. For 

Safeguarding purposes registers will be taken every evening, so if your child cannot attend on a booked 

evening please could you let us know in advance.  

Breakfast Club Intervention Sessions 

For many pupils this year has been very challenging especially for pupils who had long periods of time 

working remotely. We have therefore invited some pupils to English and Maths breakfast sessions to help 

them ’catch-up’. These will take place at 8am and we will provide breakfast for any pupils attending. We are 

starting the year with Year 7 and 8 pupils and will invite Year 6 pupils later in the year.  

Community Governor 

We are currently looking for a community governor. More details can be found on The Mast Academy Trust 

website. Along with contact details if you wish to enquire about the vacancy. 
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Healthy Eating 

This is a reminder about our rules around chocolate, sweets, crisps and fizzy drinks as we have had children 
bring very large family packets of biscuits to school and large multi-packs of sweets to consume as a 'snack'. 
We also have pupils who have come to school with energy drinks. It is often the case that children, who bring 
these things into school, do so by purchasing them on the way to school and it is important for parents to 
remind pupils at home that they are not permitted so they make the right choices. I am sure no parent would 
want their child to be consuming sweets and chocolates every day, sometimes in large quantities, without 
their knowledge and guidance.   
 
I am sure you will appreciate that this is not healthy as it is not part of a balanced diet and can cause significant 
problems for pupils in managing their behaviour and concentration at school, as well as being significantly 
detrimental to their health, and consequently, it is not something we ignore. Although we do not allow 
chocolate, sweets and fizzy drinks (coca cola, energy drinks etc…), we, of course, understand that parents 
who send children to school with a packed lunch, may include some sweet treats – such a biscuit or cake as 
part of a balanced meal – just as it would be served in the canteen and this, of course, is perfectly fine. 
However, we do ask that, as parents, you support the school in ensuring all pupils adhere to this guidance 
for their own welfare.  
 
Please could I ask that any foods containing nuts or sesame seeds are not sent into school for either a packed 
lunch or as a snack, we have pupils with severe allergies where exposure could cause them to become 
seriously ill. 
 
In school, we have two drinking fountains where pupils can fill their drinks bottles and, as part of our response 
to Covid 19, we had outdoor sinks put around the school which can also be used for filling bottles. Please 
could you provide you child with a bottle that they can refill. The school office does have a supply of plastic 
cups that we use for medical purposes and many pupils have been asking to use these just to have a drink 
of water in the day. We would never want to refuse any pupil access to drinks but we would like to reduce 
our use of plastic and only use the cups when necessary.  
 

CAMHS project  

 

Scissett Middle School was invited to join in with an exciting opportunity!  

“Our Voice” is Kirklees Children and Young People’s Participation Programme, their role is to ensure 

children and young people can be part of the decision making process and involved in service design, 

review and delivery.  

The organisation is supporting young people to be involved in the development of mental health and wellbeing 

services. The idea is to find out what young people feel they need to be happy and healthy.   

 

The session lasted 45 minutes, in school, pupils did various activities whilst discussing what mental health 
and wellbeing means, how to manage feelings and who to ask help from when things are too big to handle 
alone.   
 
Kay Parry, the “Young People’s Voice & Influence” officer and her colleague were extremely impressed by 
our panel of 8 pupils: “I just wanted to say how fabulous the young people were in this afternoon’s session. 
They all engaged and communicated their thoughts, wishes and feelings. A real credit to themselves and 
Scissett Middle.” 

Thank you to the members of the panel who represented us so well -as we knew they would- for such a 
worthy project.  
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Well-being 

Henry is on his way back to Scissett Middle!   

 

 

 
 
 

Ms Page is currently organising Henry’s return for his therapy sessions in school. For those of you who have 
never met Henry, he is our therapy dog!  
 
Lockers 

Hopefully we will be able to reinstate the use of our lockers in school next year. The cost of a locker is £9 for 
the year. This is payable via Parentpay, as soon as this goes live we will send at reminder text for those 
wishing to pay. Children in receipt of FSM will be able to use a locker with no charge. 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities: 

In September, we are hoping that all our extra-curricular activities can recommence. We will send out a list 

of all available opportunities in September. Please encourage your child to get involved, we have really 

missed being able to provide these. Every term we have approximately 40 different clubs that pupils can join. 

We will be reinstating our School Council and other positions of responsibility, for example, our older pupils 

may wish to become reading or maths mentors to our new pupils. 

Uniform Reminders:  

As we approach the summer holidays, many parents will get ready to purchase new school uniform for 

September. Our pupils are incredibly smart and the vast majority uphold the uniform rules. Just a couple of 

reminders: 

• No trainers or pumps. Shoes should be leather or leatherette 

• Skirts should be knee length and not tight or clingy. Please avoid stretch fabric/lycra/jersey skirts. 

• Long tailored shorts are permitted all year round 

• In PE, pupils must wear full kit but can wear base layer (dark blue) in cold weather 

• Jewellery – a watch (no smart watches, please) and one stud in each year. No other jewellery. 

•  

A full uniform list is available on our website in the prospectus. It is also worth reminding you that although 

pupils may bring mobile phones to school, these must be placed in the storage boxes in the morning for safe 

keeping. The main reason for this is pupil welfare and consequently, where pupils do not adhere to this rule, 

phones will be confiscated and an adult will be required to come to school to retrieve the phone. The reason 

for this, is we must check that the phone does not contain images of other children at school.    

Uniform Exchange: Please help! 

Each year we run a ‘Uniform Exchange’ whereby Year 8 pupils (or younger pupils who may have outgrown 

uniform), donate it to school and we pass it on to other families. If you have any jumpers, ties and especially 

PE kit, that is no longer needed, please send it into school. We have been a collection point for The Uniform 

Exchange for some time, so if you would like to donate First School Uniform too, we can ensure it is passed 

on to families who would benefit from it.  We understand that some pupils may have younger siblings and 

want to keep uniform or pass it on, but if you are able to support, we would be very grateful.  
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To make the collection of uniform possible this year, our last day will be a Dress Differently for all pupils. 

Bags of spare uniform can be taken to the school office. 

PE Uniforms 

On the days that pupils have PE lessons they are allowed to come to school in the school PE kit. We have 

found that this gives us a more efficient start to lessons and pupils have more time to enjoy their PE. We will 

of course review this at the end of the first half term as we may begin to experience more wet weather where 

it could be more suitable for pupils to change into their school uniform after the lesson. 

 

 

Staffing Update: 

This term we say goodbye to two of our teaching assistants, Mr J Eastwood and Mrs E Henman and 

temporary teacher, Mrs K Maryam. We wish them all the very best as they move on. We also welcome Mrs 

S Barker who is joining us as the Strategic Lead for Modern Foreign Languages, Mrs C Keirs Teacher of 

Geography and Miss R Johnson Teacher of Drama. 

Odile Scouarnec is retiring from her position as Assistant Headteacher after teaching at Scissett for 24 years 

but she is not ready to leave education yet! She will be staying with us in the role off a cover supervisor and 

teaching assistant and we look forward to her bringing her expertise and years of experience to the support 

team.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

W o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  r e s p e c t i n g  a l l ,  b e c a u s e  e v e r y o n e  m a t t e r s  
w w w . s c i s s e t t . c o m  

 
 

SEND Update: 

We also have a new SENDCO (Special Needs Coordinator) starting in September call Mrs R Onnis. Mr Large 

will be joining her as Assistant SENDCO.  

Fire Safety:  

As I am sure many of you will be aware, we have been unable to use our library this year as we have been 

advised that this area must have an external fire escape. We have been able to secure funding from the DFE 

to have this installed which will significantly improve our fire safety. We are hoping that work on this will begin 

very soon.  

Book Amnesty 

During the periods of lockdown many pupils took school library books and text books home. I would be really 

grateful if you find any books at home that these are returned to school before the holiday, there is a box in 

the entrance hall where pupils can return any books that are found. Thank you. 

Summer Concert 

I hope you all enjoyed our Summer Concert yesterday evening which will be on YouTube for two weeks. It 
featured some of our star Year 8 performers. Keepp an eye out for the link, which is on our social media 
pages in the days before the concert! 
 
A message from Blacker Hall Farm  
 
As an independent local business, we’d love to treat children at Scissett Middle School to a FREE milkshake 
from our new Drive Thru here at Blacker Hall Farm Shop as a way to celebrate the start of the summer 
break!    
 
Please find a voucher attached to this newsletter  
 
Our New Drive Thru is perfect for families, open 7 days a week and serving local fresh fast food. There are 
lots of healthy options on the menu along with a few treats all made here at Blacker Hall by our team of 
bakers and chefs using only fresh local ingredients.    
 
We really hope your pupils enjoy their Milkshakes!    
 
Finally 

Thank you once again for all you support this academic year. We look forward to welcoming our new pupils 

to Year 6 on Wednesday 8th September and Year 7 and 8 on Thursday 9th September. We wish all pupils 

leaving us this summer every happiness in in the future and look forward to hearing about their many 

successes.  

May I wish you all a safe and very happy Summer. 

Kind regards 

 

 

Mrs A Large 
Headteacher 
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