
Scissett Middle School 

Winter Newsletter 
Welcome to our end of term newsletter 2021. I hope this 

finds you and your family well and looking forward to 

Christmas. 

The building work at the front of the school is almost 

complete. It is a new fire escape which will allow us the 

opportunity to re-open our library to pupils once 

again. We hope this will happen early in the new year. 

The work on the new Rugby Club should also be 

completed soon. Whilst it is being fully funded through 

the Emley Rugby Club and all their financial 

contributors, the school community will be allowed 

access during the school day. The building will house 

changing facilities and also a small multi-functional 

meeting/teaching space.  

The Christmas Fayre 

was a great success - 

thank you to all who 

attended, whether 

they were stall 

holders, parents, staff 

and pupils.  We raised 

a magnificent 

£1253.41 for school 

funds. A special 

mention must be given 

to Santa who had 

simply hundreds of 

children visiting him in 

his grotto this year, and 

the Site Team who 

marshalled the car park in 

extremely cold 

temperatures for 3 hours. 

A brilliant team effort from 

everyone - thank you.  

School Events 

Building Update 
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Anti-Bullying Week 

The theme for this year was 'One Kind 

Word'. Pupils were encouraged to 

consider how a chain of kindness would 

work in school, looking at ideas of 

respect and kindness 

Thank you for the generous donations for the Harvest festival collection in aid 

of the Welcome Centre in Huddersfield.   

Harvest Festival 

World Mental Health Day 

This year we participated in the 'Hello Yellow' day 
raising funds for the charity Young Minds.  We 
raised over £560. 

Schools have a role to play in enabling students to 
be resilient and support wellbeing. We are 
currently working alongside Northorpe Hall to 
develop our programme to promote positive mental 
health and wellbeing and try to best support the 
needs of our young people. 



 

The school community has been extremely generous with its other 
fundraising efforts this year. A dress differently day in November raised £594.09 for Children 
in Need - all monies have been sent directly to the charity to benefit children throughout the 
UK in a wide variety of ways.   

The defibrillator, funded entirely through the generosity of parents and staff last academic 
year will finally be installed this term. Supply chain issues have delayed its delivery - the 
recent publicity regarding the importance of having this equipment available at schools and 
sporting venues has meant lots of demand. It will be equipped for use on both adults and 
children, and we have a few kind parents who have volunteered to train us in its use.  

Henry the Therapy Dog 

Henry has been back in school since September and 
he has been visited by a large number of pupils. 
Henry works very hard when he comes in by laying 
down for long periods of time while our pupils stroke 
him and give him treats. Henry is always very 
generous in return and gives every pupil a good 
amount of his hair as a souvenir!  

The pupils in school benefit greatly from these visits 
and the small group work. We discuss topics that are 
relevant at the time and pupils get the chance to 
speak about their pets too and the importance of how 
to care for them and themselves.  

At Scissett Middle School we strive to be able to 
support all our pupils with their social and emotional 
needs to enable them to feel safe and valued within 
our school. Henry is a part of this and we feel very 
lucky to have him and his owner Richard in our school 
to help. 

Fundraising 
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Pupils have requested that we run a Gardening Club in school and 
Mrs Talbot would like to introduce this next term. If any family has 
spare garden tools or equipment that you could donate to school we 
would be very grateful.   

Gardening Club 

I would like to wish all our students and their fami-
lies a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 
New Year. 

Best Wishes    

Mel Page  

Emotional & Wellbeing Mentor & Henry          



 

Numeracy and Literacy mentoring has started this half-term, with Year 8 pupils mentoring 
Year 6 pupils with their times tables and reading. The Year 8 pupils received training from the 
English and Maths departments before meeting with their mentees and starting the 
programme. They are running the sessions under the supervision of a teacher or teaching 
assistant; this provides valuable intervention for our younger pupils and is great experience for 
them.  

All mentors have made an AMAZING start! They have all been very punctual and massively 
independent, taking responsibility for both of their Y6 mentees learning each week. Some 
even going beyond creating resources at home to use in the sessions. Well done to the Year 
8s involved! 

We have launched our Ownership of Learning 
Initiative in school this half-term. We are supporting 
pupils in taking more responsibility for their own 
learning by getting them to focus on their strengths 
and weaknesses and how to improve; we want our 
pupils to be independent and resilient learners.  

The termly Learning Success meetings give pupils 
a chance to talk through their goals with their class 
teacher. It is important we celebrate the success of 
our pupils and provide support to help them achieve 
their best. 

Teaching and Learning 

Pupil Mentors 
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Throughout this term, we have seen some fabulous work from our Scissett students and 
before we finish for the Christmas break, we are planning to celebrate our pupils' success. 
Subject teachers have been busily nominating students for categories such as resilience, 
application to work, grades, homework and class contributions. We have around 290 
awards to give out from subject teachers and we cannot wait to celebrate their success.  

Keep a close eye out for these awards!   

Reading 

Progress Awards 

Reading has been in full swing at school this term, Year 6 have just completed a unit of 
work on Harry Potter & The Philosopher's Stone and we now have a lot of new fans of the 
magical series! Year 8 have read Steinbeck's classic, "Of Mice and Men" and Year 7 have 
been sampling texts from the Gothic Horror genre. They will be moving on to read Louis 
Sachar's "Holes" in the coming weeks. Book and Biscuit Club have been enjoying "The 
Last Wild" by Piers Torday - a very topical read! 

Mrs Hull has also been preparing a keen team of readers to become our school "Reading 
Ambassadors" and will be working with them in the New Year to create a reading blog on 
the school site - so watch this space. 

As we enter the festive period, make sure to spare some quality time enjoying a good book 
with a hot drink and a cosy pair of slippers!            



 

The Year 7 Science Club has been meeting this year on 
Tuesdays at lunchtime. The activities included fun Science 
such as bouncing soap bubbles, making invisible "fire" writing, 
bath "bombs" and fun experiments with balloons. Pupils have 
really enjoyed taking part and learning the science behind 
some of the strange effects they have seen. 

 

The PE department have enjoyed a busy first term. It has been great to see the return of our 
extra-curricular provision. Students have been busy developing their skills during lunchtimes 
and after school with lots of students taking the opportunity to take part in competitive sport. 
 
Approximately 30 boys and girls regularly attend Sportshall Athletics where they have enjoyed 
participating in running, jumping and throwing events and have recently competed in the 
School Games Sportshall Athletics competition. This, for many, was their first fixture and they 
represented Scissett Middle School successfully and showed great respect in line with the 
school games values.    
 
Over 40 Year 6 boys regularly enjoyed developing their football skills after school on a Monday 
night, some of whom were selected to represent the school in a friendly fixture against our 
neighbours at Kirkburton Middle School. We are hoping for the return of the Huddersfield 
Schools competition in the New Year. Year 7 and 8 have also started their campaigns in the 
Huddersfield Schools’ Football League. The league is taking a break at the moment due to the 
dark nights and is due to return after February half term.   
 
Around 20 girls from all year groups regularly attend football practice on a Wednesday after 
school. They have shown great commitment and grit during a few practices where the bad 
weather has suddenly hit us!  
 
Students from all year groups have been developing their gymnastics skills on a Monday 
evening with the help from the coaches from Utopia Gymnastics who have gymnastics clubs 
based in Brighouse and Wakefield. The coach has been very complementary about the 
students and how they conduct themselves. 

14 Year 6 students are attending hockey practice, showing commitment and dedication each 
week and have had lots of fun getting padded up and trying the position of goalkeeper! It would 
be great to see many more in attendance. 
 
All year groups have been developing their basketball skills either after school or during 
lunchtimes. U13 fixtures are due to start in December.  

Touch Rugby - Friday and Tuesday; between the clubs, we have about 18 Year 7 and 8 girls 
attending and , with competitions coming up, it would be great to see more there. 

Year 6 and 7 students have taken part in Bikeability, a course delivered by Legacy Ride to help 
students cycle safely on the road. A more advanced course is due to take place in the New 
Year.  

A group of Year 8 students performed Latin and Ballroom dances to an audience of 

grandparents on December 8th. The have learned these in PE lessons and perfected them 
during practices at break and lunch times. 

Physical Education 

Science 
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Year 6 students are tracking their physical activity levels using our new Moki Bands. The bands 
are helping us to measure how many students are achieving the target of 30 minutes of 
physical activity during the school day with students aiming for 60 minutes throughout a whole 
day. It has been great to see Year 6 form tutors encouraging physical activity during form 
times. The bands will help us to identify those students not achieving the 30-minute target and 
allow us support them in working towards this. 
 
Year 8 Sports Leaders have now been appointed and are doing a great job in encouraging 
students to be more active during break and lunch times, and organising the play equipment. 
Leaders have also done an amazing job facilitating sporting events for pupils from our feeder 
schools too.  

Finally, a PE kit reminder... it is that time of year where the weather is unhelpful at times to us 
in PE. Please encourage your child/children to bring extra layers, including hats/headband and 
gloves if gripped and appropriate for the activity, so that they can continue to be focused in 
their PE lesson. It is also important they bring their uniform including shoes to change into 
should they get wet or muddy in PE lessons.  

Wishing all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

The PE Department 

Physical Education continued 
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Performing Arts News 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the Christmas concert on the 9th December. There 
was a fabulous array of student performers and a huge well done to all who were involved. 
After a year where we haven’t been able to run clubs in the normal way, it is a joy to hear the 
Pop Choir, Wind Band and String Ensemble performing once again, along with all the fabulous 
bands and soloists who all played their part in a magical evening of entertainment. 

Thankfully, we are once again able to begin organising school trips. Back in October, the 
department took a group of Year 8’s on a trip to Leeds Playhouse and they had a fantastic time 
participating in a drama workshop and learning about the varied careers that exist within the 
performing arts industry. We are also delighted to be taking just about the whole school to the 
pantomime (oh yes we are!) and we are sure this will be a hugely memorable experience! 

In the final week of term, we are looking forward to welcoming two excellent musical ensembles 
into school to perform for the students. Firstly, the Musica Kirklees Staff Rock Band on 
Wednesday 15th December (Year 8) and then the Music Kirklees Staff Orchestra on Thursday 
16th December (year 6). 

This term we have welcomed Miss Johnson into the Performing Arts department where she 
has already had a hugely positive impact. Her Year 8 Drama club performed their mini 
pantomime ‘The Inspection Before Christmas’ as part of the school’s Christmas concert. Set in 
the grounds of Scissett Middle School, the performance told the story of a surprise inspection 
which, to the horror of Mrs Dacres, Ms Thornton and Mrs Glencorse, took place on the last day 
of the Christmas term. As we saw the evil villain work hard to sabotage the school's inspection, 
it was a Christmas miracle that finally saved the day (and the school!). The Year 8s have 
worked extremely hard and have shown true dedication and professionalism during rehearsals. 
Their talent and energy shone through what could only be described as a fantastically hilarious 
production. Miss Johnson is extremely proud of what each cast member has achieved in such 
a short space of time. Well done Year 8 Drama Club for a truly joyous and festive production! 



Rehearsals are well underway for our production of Matilda. Performances will be on the 5th, 
6th & 7th April 2022. Over 190 students auditioned for a role in the cast; a humbling reminder 
of the incredible enthusiasm for acting, singing and dancing in our school. After Christmas, 
rehearsals will start on Monday lunchtimes for the Matilda show choir so please encourage 
your child to attend! In January, we are taking 100 members of the cast and choir to London to 
watch Matilda the Musical in the West End – what a treat! 

Please remember that we are able to offer music tuition through Musica Kirklees. Almost 100 
students currently benefit from this weekly tuition on a huge range of instruments. For more 
information about starting lessons, please email mosborne@themast.co.uk or visit 
www.musicakirklees.org. 

Earlier this term we were pleased to be the recipient of a Music Mark Award for the 3rd year 
running in recognition of our "commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum and the value 
that you place on music". This is an accreditation which gives us membership of a national 
network of leaders in music education.  

Happy Christmas from the Performing Arts Department!       

Performing Arts continued 
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Careers 

Gulliver’s Valley Trip 

This half term a group of our budding Scientists went on a STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Maths) visit to Gulliver’s Valley in Rotherham along with pupils from 
Kirkburton Middle School.  Brian Cox the physicist hosted and the students did some fantastic 
workshops and listened to speakers about STEAM.  We had a fantastic day and the students 
were met by their parents at the end of the day and visited the theme park in the evening. 

 

Year 8 Construction club 

Since September we have been visiting the Emley Rugby Club construction site to see what is 
happening and to talk to staff about their careers.  We have seen it go from a few blocks to a 
building with a roof on.  The students are getting to know all about the different careers in 
construction.   

      

Girls in Construction. 

We are very lucky to have Claire Birkhead from Bellway 
Construction in for our ‘Girls into Construction’ Club on a 
Monday after school.  The girls have been busy designing 
houses and their interiors.  We have learned about 
planning and Health and Safety.  Next week two ladies in 
different careers in construction are coming to visit and 
after Christmas we will be visiting some sites. 

http://www.musicakirklees.org


We sent out a reminder during this term about the rules around chocolate, sweets, crisps and 
fizzy drinks as we have had children bringing in very large family packets of biscuits and 
sweets to school to consume as a 'snack'. We also have pupils who have come to school with 
energy drinks. It is often the case that children, who bring these things into school, do so by 
purchasing them on the way to school and it is important for parents to remind pupils at home 
that they are not permitted so they make the right choices.  

Although we do not allow chocolate, sweets and fizzy drinks (coca cola, energy drinks etc…), 
we, of course, understand that parents who send children to school with a packed lunch, may 
include some sweet treats – such a biscuit, cake or occasionally a small bag of crisps as part of 
a balanced meal. Some of these may also be served in the school canteen and this, of course, 
is perfectly fine. However, we do ask that, as parents, you support the school in ensuring all 
pupils adhere to this guidance for their own welfare. 

Please could we ask that packed lunches and snacks brought into school do not contain 
nuts as we do have pupils in school who are allergic and exposure to these foods could 
make them extremely ill. 

Healthy Snacks 
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Homework 

Thank you to all the parents who have supported children with completing and submitting 
homework. The vast majority of pupils now have an established routine and are completing 
homework on time. If your child is struggling to complete theirs and to hand it in on time please 
encourage them to join the daily homework club. Homework Club runs every lunchtime in the 
ICT Room from 12.15 until 12.45pm and every evening from 3.45-4.45pm. For safeguarding 
reasons pupils must be booked into the after school sessions but can drop into the lunchtime 
club as needed. 

Return to school in January 

As I am sure many of you will have heard in the media, schools are being asked to test 
secondary age pupils on their return to school in January. This will mean that Year 7 and 8 will 
have to arrive in school at different starting times. Year 6 will return on Wednesday 5th January 
along with a staggered return for Year 7 classes. Year 8 classes will return on Thursday 6th 
January again at different times so we can carry out the testing. We will be writing to you with 
all the details as soon as we have further clarification from the Department of Education. We 
will only test pupils for whom we have had consent from a parent/carer. 

Upcoming Calendar Events 

Thursday 13th and Thursday 20th January 
2022 

Year 6 Parents Evening 

Thursday 24th and Thursday 31st March 2022 Year 7 Parents Evening 

5th to 7th April 2022 Matilda Production 



 

SATS Dates and Timetable 
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And finally……..      

There is always a wealth of activities happening in school and we put as much as we can on  
our Facebook and Twitter accounts so please follow us. We will send out a list of all the 
extracurricular activities for next term in the New Year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and wish all our 
families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs A Large 
Headteacher 

Monday 9th May English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1: Questions 

Tuesday 10th May English Reading 

Wednesday 11th May Maths Paper 1 Arithmetic 

Thursday 12th May Maths Paper 3 Reasoning 


