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The information in this document relates to the 2024/2025 school year and was updated in          
April 2024. However, it should not be assumed that there will be no change affecting the relevant 
arrangements in some particular matter during the school year in question, or in relation to 
subsequent school years. Please see the school website for the most up to date information. 
 
Please see our separate Nursery prospectus on our website. It is also available on is available from 
the school office . 
 
Details of our Complaints Procedure, Data Protection Policy, Insurance Arrangements and Document 
Access Policy are available on our website, or on request from the school office. 
 
For further information on any matter please contact the Headteacher, Mrs Walsh or the School 
Business Manager, Mrs Malin or Business Support Officer, Mrs Pearce. 

Tel:   01524 65379  Email: head@scotforth-st-pauls.lancs.sch.uk 
Website: www.scotforth-st-pauls.lancs.sch.uk 
www.facebook.com/Scotforth.St.Pauls 
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Rationale  

Because they are Children of God, we want the very best for all the 
children at Scotforth St Paulõs. Our children learn through an         
inspiring and creative  curriculum, taught through fun and focused 
activities. This enables them to develop emotionally, intellectually 
and spiritually into well rounded people who understand their place as 
a global citizen. With nurture and support, they grow to be the best 
that they can be, knowing that theyõre a special part of Godõs  family, 
made uniquely and special to Him, with both talents and things they 
find difficult.  Our Christian values thread through everything we do; 
they help us make good choices about our behaviour and how to care 
for others and our amazing world which God created for us. 
 
As a school community, and part of Godõs family, we all want to learn, 
grow and care together, so our vision is as much for the adults     
connected to school as the  children. 

Our School Vision 

Our vision is central to everything we do in school.  It is underpinned 
by some words of Jesus, which helps us to understand our place 
within Godõs family, our school and the world. 
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Welcome to Scotforth St Paulõs Primary & Nursery School, a cherished member of the Church of 
England family within the Diocese of Blackburn. As a beacon of faith, learning, and community, the 
school is committed to providing a transformative and holistic educational experience. The Church 
of England's involvement in education dates back to 1811 when Joshua Watson established it as a 
gift to the nation. This historical commitment to education has been upheld through the years, with 
notable figures like Bishop Herbert in the Diocese of Blackburn playing a crucial role in preserving 
church schools. Bishop Herbert's efforts were instrumental in safeguarding the educational  
institutions within the diocese. Moreover, the legal requirement for these schools to teach  
according to the tenets of the Christian faith and to provide Christian worship is often derived 
from Trust Deeds, where trustees, commonly comprising members of the Board of Education or  
local vicars and Churchwardens, oversee their governance and operations.  
Being a part of the Church school family at Scotforth St Paulõs] means joining a community that 
cherishes each individual as a unique creation, fostering a sense of belonging rooted in Christian 
principles. Our school proudly embraces the rich heritage and traditions of the Church of England, 
creating an inclusive and nurturing environment where students, staff, and families thrive together.  
What distinguishes a Church school is the unique ethos woven into every facet of our  
educational journey. Guided by a shared commitment to the values of love, compassion, and respect, 
we exemplify the teachings of Christ in our daily lives. At Scotforth St Paulõs, we aspire to inspire  
children and young people, nurturing their spiritual, moral, and intellectual growth. The Church of 
England schoolõs respects and acknowledge other faiths too, encouraging dialogue and we will discuss 
in assemblies other faith celebrations such as Eid and Hannukah, during designated times.  
 
Worship 
Central to our ethos is the practice of worship, a cornerstone of our daily routine. Our worship  
sessions reflect the Christian character of our school, drawing inspiration primarily from the Bible 
and teachings predominantly derive from the Christian tradition. Through worship, we aim to nurture 
a deep sense of spiritual connection and understanding among our students, guiding them on a  
journey of faith and reflection. 
 
Religious Education 
 In line with our dedication to holistic education, RE plays a pivotal role in shaping our students' 
 understanding of faith and spirituality. Our curriculum, Questful, is rooted in Christian values while 
also incorporating teachings from other world faiths. Through Questful, students engage in 
 meaningful discussions and explorations of religious principles, fostering an appreciation for  
diversity and inclusivity. Our approach to RE reflects our belief in the importance of understanding 
and respecting different beliefs and cultures, cultivating openmindedness and empathy among our 
students. 
 
Leadership 
Leadership at Scotforth St Paulõs Primary & Nursery School is deeply intertwined with our Christian 
ethos. When we appoint the Headteacher we require a faith reference for the job, we prioritise in-
dividuals who embody the values and principles that underpin our school community. Our Governors, 
predominantly Foundation Governors, play a crucial role in upholding the Christian foundation of our 
school. These dedicated individuals champion our mission and vision, ensuring that the Christian 
ethos remains at the heart of all our endeavours. Their unwavering commitment to fostering a nur-
turing and inclusive environment ensures that our school continues to thrive as a beacon of faith, 
learning, and community. In Voluntary Aided schools the number of foundation governors on the gov-
erning board is majority of two and in Voluntary Controlled schools there must be clear foundation 
representation. Meetings of governors will commit to prayer for the school community and business. 
 Aligned with the Church of England's vision for education, our schools seek to provide an outstand-
ing educational experience that empowers students to flourish and make positive contributions to 
society. We believe in the transformative power of education that not only imparts knowledge but 
also instils character, resilience, and a sense of purpose.  
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The Diocese of Blackburn's vision, echoing the broader Church of England vision, places a special 
emphasis on inspiring children and young people. Our commitment is to provide an educational  
experience that transcends academic achievement to encompass spiritual and personal  
development.  
Choosing Scotforth St Paulõs means choosing an educational community where faith and learning 
coexist harmoniously. It means embracing a vision that prioritises the well-being of every  
individual and instils a lifelong love for learning and service to others.  
We invite you to embark on this enriching journey with us, where education is a transformative 
force, and each student is recognized as a cherished member of our Church school family. 
[For further insights, explore the Church of England vision for education educationhttps://
cofefoundation.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/Church_of_England_Vision_for_Education_-
_2016_jdYA7EO.pdf  and the Diocese of Blackburn vision https://www.bdeducation.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/Blackburn-Diocesan-Board-of-Education-May-2018-Vision-for-Schools-
Final-1.pdf. 
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Our Aims 

¶ To help your child develop as a well-rounded individual with Christian values and attitudes,   
   that will last them their whole life 
¶ To create a safe, secure and happy place for children to learn and grow 
¶ To provide a broad and balanced curriculum whilst making basic skills in mathematics,        
   literacy and a healthy lifestyle a  priority 
¶ To encourage caring, co-operative and respectful relationships 
¶ To encourage good behaviour, discipline and a positive attitude to learning 
¶ To provide information about the curriculum, the policies and practices of the school, and  
   any events which take place during the school year via the school newsletter 
¶ To arrange regular parentsõ meetings with teachers and be happy to arrange to see you if  
   you have concerns or questions 
¶ To let you know if your child is having difficulties at school, or we are concerned about  
   their physical or emotional wellbeing. 
¶To set homework appropriate to age and ethos, and encourage pupils to learn for           
themselves both inside and outside school 

 
Attendance At Scotforth St Paulõs 

We have an excellent record of attendance here at Scotforth St Paulõs and try hard to 
keep it that way.  
 
It is important that all children attend school every day so that they have the best          
opportunity to reach their full potential.  Good attendance at school is vital because even 
short periods of absence can mean that a child's ability to keep up with school work may be 
significantly reduced.  Friendship groups can also be affected by time away from school and 
this can be upsetting for children. 

Parents should request any have of absence (except sickness) by completing a holiday        
request form, available from the office.  Holidays during school time will not be authorised 
unless there are exceptional circumstances, and if the leave is taken it will be recorded as 
an unauthorised absence.  Penalty notices may be issued if there are persistent unauthor-
ised absences. 
 
We hope all parents will acknowledge and understand the limitations placed on schools in 
granting any leave in term time. Therefore, we need parents to support the school in our 
efforts to reduce unnecessary absence and thus minimise the impact on the education of 
our pupils.  

We  understand that children are sometimes ill, and when that is the case, we are happy 
that home is the best place for them so that with some T.L.C they are soon better! We    
appreciate the prompt notification of illness from parents (by 9.30am the same day please), 
and will always contact parents if we are unsure why a child is absent.  
 
In the case of Diarrhoea & Vomiting (D&V) a period of 48 hours must elapse since the 
last episode before returning to school. 
 
Full details of our Attendance Policy and Procedures can be found on the school website. 
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Admissions 
The school was provided by Church of England Trustees principally to serve residents of 
the Scotforth area of Lancaster.  Admission is decided by the Governors who take into 
account the policy agreed by the Diocesan and County Education Authorities.   

For 2024/5 the school is organised into eight classes: 
In EYFS (3-5year olds) there are 2 classes: Nursery and Reception  
In Key Stage 1 (5 ð 7 year olds) there are 2 classes: Year 1 and Year 2. 
In Key Stage 2 (7 ð 11 year olds) there are 4 classes: Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6. 
The average class size is 30. This is our maximum admission size number each 
year, and 26 in Nursery. 

Reception Admissions 
Parents may officially register their child at the school between 1st September 2024   
and 15th January 2025 prior to the September 2025 admission. If there are fewer than 
thirty applications for the places, all children are admitted automatically. If the school is   
over-subscribed the Governors consider applications.The criteria are available on the 
school website, along with the admissions policy.  
Apply online at www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools.  
 
Parents of children to be admitted to the reception year are informed  by letter sent out 
on 16th April. 
In the term prior to admission, new entrants to the Reception class, along with their 
parents, will be invited to spend some time in school, meeting the staff and the other 
children.  Additional information will be made available at the special induction meetings 
for parents. 

The agreed number of children to be admitted is 30. 

Appeals Procedure 
The school's admission appeals are supported by Lancashire County Council. If the 
Governing body cannot offer a school place, parents have the right to make an appeal.  
This appeal should be submitted using the link below within twenty days of refusal of 
admission. The appeal provides you with an opportunity to explain why you wish to 
register your child at our school. The appeal forms and advice on how to complete them 
is available on the Lancashire County Council website:  
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/appeal-against-an-
admissiondecision/primary-school-appeals/  

Lancashire County Council will contact you in respect of your appeal application and 
inform you of the arrangements. The outcome of the appeal will be notified to you in 
writing.  
The decision of the Independent Appeal Panel is binding to all parties, ie the family and 
the school.  

Nursery Admissions 

Details of our Nursery Class admissions procedures can be found in our separate Nursery 
prospectus, and on our school website. Admission to the nursery does not guarantee a place 
in our Reception class. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/appeal-against-an-admission-decision/primary-school-appeals/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/appeal-against-an-admission-decision/primary-school-appeals/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/appeal-against-an-admission-decision/primary-school-appeals/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/appeal-against-an-admission-decision/primary-school-appeals/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/appeal-against-an-admission-decision/primary-school-appeals/
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Clothing - School Uniform 

 
Our active school uniform is smart, simple, readily available and reasonable in price.  We 
hope it will instil in our children a sense of pride in themselves and in their school, as well as 
allowing the children to be as active as possible. The basic colour is bottle green 
sweatshirt/cardigan, white or green polo shirt, with black or dark grey jogging bottoms, 
leggings or skorts (no logos or stripes). Plain black trainers should be worn. 
 
Uniform ð will consist of: 
 
School jumper with logo (available from Uniform shop in Lancaster) or a jumper of the same 
style and colour and/or School zipped top (available from Uniform shop in Lancaster) or a 
buttoned/zipped cardigan of the same colour  
 
White or green polo shirt 
Black or dark grey (charcoal) active leggings/jogging bottoms/tracksuit bottoms ð plain   
and no obvious logo 
 
Black or dark grey (charcoal) shorts/skorts ð plain, no obvious logo and a decent length (no 
hot pants or equivalent) 
 
Plain black, dark grey or white socks (ankle or knee length) 
 
Plain black trainers (if laced, pleased ensure your child can fasten these themselves) 
 
School fleeces, reversible coats and book bags are also available from the Uniform shop. 
 
Because we will be wearing trainers for outdoor PE and bare feet for indoor PE, tights will 
not be suitable with the new active uniform. 
Your class teacher may ask you to provide a pair of black shorts/skort, if your child does 
not choose to wear them anyway, when the class are due to use gymnastics apparatus ð for 
safety reasons. No extra PE kit will be needed.  
 
For safety reasons, children are not allowed to wear any jewellery in school. Rings, 
earrings, bracelets and necklaces are all forbidden. (If a child is to have pierced ears, 
please do this at the start of the Summer holidays so that earrings may be removed prior 
to the start of term.) Any child wearing earrings will not be able to take part in PE/games 
or swimming. Sensible watches are permitted. Long hair should be tied back. 
 
Supplier of uniform with logo 
 
Uniform and Leisurewear,  
57 King Street, Lancaster (opposite M & S )  
telephone number 01524 388355 or visit the website http://www.ualonline.com/.  
 
Alternatively many local shops/ supermarkets sell the basic uniform. 
 
Please ensure all items of clothing are clearly marked with the childõs name, in order that 
mislaid items may be identified and returned.   
 

http://www.ualonline.com/
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 Child Protection 
For the protection of our children, on behalf of the Governors, the LA initiates an            
enhanced DBS (Disclosure and Barring) check on all who work with children.This applies to 
all those in paid employment in the school as well as to all voluntary helpers. 
 
The school has a detailed and comprehensive Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy in 
place which follows the recommendations laid down in the LSCB Child Protection 
Procedures.The policy identifies those people in school who are responsible for the 
management and co-ordination of Child Protection and Safeguarding procedures, however 
the safety and wellbeing of our pupils is the    responsibility of everyone at school. We also 
are members of Operation Encompass, which helps us support children following incidents of 
Domestic abuse. 
 
The school recognises the importance of confidentiality and assures parents that correct 
procedures which ensure confidentiality will be observed at all times. We take child         
protection and safeguarding very seriously. 
Our Safeguarding leads are : 
Mrs.K.Walsh, Miss.S.Huddleston, Mrs.R.Atkinson & Miss.E.Flynn                                       
Contact Numberð 01524 65379 

Communication 
In order to keep parents informed of the activities taking place, a weekly Newsletter is the 
main focal point of our communications system.  This normal celebrates what has happened 
in school that week as well as sharing information about upcoming events.  Weekly newslet-
ters are always published on our website . The newsletter is sent directly to your inbox eve-
ry Friday.  If you do not wish to receive the newsletter, please contact òadmin2@scotforth-
st-pauls.lancs.sch.ukó.  
 
At the beginning of each term you will receive a letter which outlines the themes and        
activities that your child will be undertaking during the term.  Copies of termly letters, 
class information a & blogs can be found under the class section on our website.  Please visit 
www.scotforth-st-pauls.lancs.sch.uk.  
 
Keep your eye on the school Facebook pages as Information and links to the website are 
posted regularly. 
 
Parent Teacher consultation evenings are held three times a year. This is a good               
opportunity to look at your childõs work and discuss progress with your childõs class teacher.  
The Head Teacher is always available to talk to parents during these evenings.  At the end 
of the school year, reports on your childõs achievements are issued to all parents. 
 
Staff are usually available for a brief chat at the end of the school day but parents are 
asked to remember that the priority of staff at these times is the organisation of the chil-
dren, so we would ask you to be aware of the constraints upon teaching staff.  Parents who 
wish to talk to individual teachers about more detailed matters are asked to make an ap-
pointment by contacting the member of the teaching staff or the school office.  
 
We will always contact you if we are concerned about your child.  We would like to think 
that you will do the same.  Please do not wait for a parentsõ eveningñcome and speak to us if 
you  have a worry or concern or even just a suggestion! Please inform us if anything happens 
at home that may impact your children. 
 
Your worries or concerns are never regarded as trivial and will be dealt with confidentially 
and without judgement.  During the school day the office staff will be available for general 
enquiries.  It is essential that we work together for the benefit of the children.   
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Collective Worship 
The school is conducted in accordance with the principles of the Church of England. 
Religious Education and Worship are important aspects of our curriculum and are inclusive, 
invitational and inspiring. 
 
Collective worship, based on our Christian values and vision,  involves all staff and children 
and can be whole school, Key Stage or class. The Worship Team plan and lead these 
services.  Once a week our school worship is conducted by our Vicar or Curate. We welcome 
parents to join with us when their children are involved, and every Friday for our òFriday 
Family Worshipó.  At festival times in the year, Christmas, Easter, Harvest, etc. as well as 
at ends of term, we hold our worship in St Paulõs Church.  Parents, relatives and friends are 
welcome to join with us on these occasions, and encouraged to do so. 
 
Our Vicar and the lay clergy come into school regularly to talk with the pupils,and we also  
welcome other local clergy and members of NISCU. 
 
The Governors expect that in choosing a Church of England School parents are thereby 
committing themselves to their childõs participation in the religious life of the school, and 
will, hopefully take part in Collective Worship involving parents and pupils at school and at 
St. Paulõs or other local churches. Our school ethos is firmly based on Christian values and 
we ask that all parents support this ethos.  If you do not want your child to participate in 
worship, please talk to either the class teacher or Head Teacher.  
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Educational Visits 

It is unlikely that a full term will go by without each child being involved with at least one 
visit to a place outside school with the class, or by a visit from somebody to the school.  
Often it is necessary to ask parents for a voluntary contribution towards the cost of these 
valuable activities which cannot all be met from school funds.   
 
No child will be excluded from such an activity on purely financial reasons and any parents 
requiring financial assistance should contact the Headteacher in confidence. 
 
The Headteacher will decide, depending upon the response to the request for voluntary 
contributions, whether a particular activity can proceed. 
 
If a large amount is required eg. A residential, we ask for a non refundable deposit. The 
balance can be paid on a weekly or monthly payment plan. As much notice as possible will be 
given if payment from parents is required. 
 
If the activity involves board and lodging, a charge will be made for that part of the cost no 
matter when the activity takes place.  
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Curriculum 
Our policy aims to promote excellence and the highest possible standards for all our  
pupils to ensure they reach their full potential. The Christian foundation of this school 
 is reflected in its ethos and values.  As part of our curriculum we include activities which    
promote moral, social, spiritual,  cultural, physical, intellectual and emotional  
development.  
 
A variety of study methods are used based on whole class teaching and small groupings 
whilst continually setting individual targets and monitoring individualõs progress.   
Our  curriculum is flexible  ensuring we give the time needed for our pupils to gain  
Deeper understanding and to apply their learning through activity and collaboration  
with others. 
 
Our curriculum is based upon the statutory requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum, 
where the core subjects English, Mathematics & Science  help to direct our teaching  
and planning. Religious Education has a special place in our curriculum and is taught as a 
 subject in its own right.  Reference is also made to the presence of God and His  
influence across curriculum boundaries. 
The foundation subjects History, Computing, Geography, Design & Technology,  
Physical Education, Art and Design and Music combine to help us to provide a 
 broad and balanced curriculum for all our pupils. A Modern Foreign Language (French)  
is taught throughout KS2. 
 
Our creative planning ensures children are taught through a cross curriculum, practical,   
investigative approach, which engages the children & helps them develop the core  
skills & knowledge in each subject. 
      
We also study aspects of PSHE and Citizenship, we believe are important lifeð skills.  
Our curriculum is knowledge and skills based, with creative & cross curricular links, 
which helps us achieve very high standards whilst making learning fun! The breadth  
of the curriculum helps to develop in our children skills of independent investigation and  
the spirit of enquiry. The following sections are intended to give an overview of each  
subject area. 
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English 
 
Our English curriculum is based on the  2014 curriculum.  Our children undertake literacy 
work each day to develop their language skills.  Lessons include many activities: 
Ý Speaking and listening (including drama). 
Ý Shared reading and writing with the whole class. 
Ý Spelling techniques and grammar rules with the whole class. 
Ý Independent tasks such as comprehension, handwriting, phonics, spelling, developing 

sentence structure and extended writing.  During this session, the children may work in 
groups either independently or with the teacher on guided reading or writing. 

Additional time is given for extra writing activities, class stories and reading.   
 
Talking and listening are essential ingredients in order for our children to communicate. 
Each literacy unit begins with structured work analysing and talking about texts. We 
understand that children need to be able to think and speak about a topic in order that they 
then may confidently write about it. 
   
Reading is crucial to our curriculum.  We encourage the children to read and listen to a wide 
range of quality literature and aim to foster a love of reading in every child. 
 
Where possible we try to link our literacy to topic work so that children practice skills such 
as planning, drafting and taking notes in other subjects. Using this strategy, we aim to 
promote an enthusiastic response from our children, resulting in successful learning. 
 
From Reception, children are taught to differentiate sounds by careful listening through a 
structured daily phonics time based on the Jolly Phonics scheme. At the end of Year 1, 
childrenõs phonic ability is tested using a national test and parents are informed of the 
results. The children are taught by their class teacher in their year groups.  
 
Reading offers a wonderful insight into knowledge, literature and communication.  Within 
our reading scheme we have òguidedó reading books and òhome/schooló books.  All these 
books are colour coded for easy recognition and graded in order of difficulty.  They are 
decodable and based on the stage of phonics the child is at. Parents are encouraged to 
become involved by reading to, by listening to or just talking about books, with their 
children.  Reading diaries are used to record books read at home and comments/questions 
about how the reading went. It is really important that children are heard to read every day 
at home, as in a class of 30 children it is impossible to do 1:1 reading with every child every 
day. 

Celebrating World Book Day 
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Mathematics 
Our mathematics curriculum is based around the 2014 National Curriculum with the 
emphasis on developing depth of childrenõs understanding of fundamental mathematical 
concepts (this is commonly referred to as the òMastery Approachó). Lessons focus on 
developing fluent mathematical thinkers who can use their reasoning skills to explore 
relationships and solve increasing complex problems. Children learn that mathematics is an 
interconnected subject that is fundamental to our everyday lives.  A typical lesson usually 
consists of a minimum of three parts including - 
Ý Oral work and mental calculation; whole class to rehearse, sharpen and develop mental 

and oral skills 
Ý Main teaching activity; teaching input and pupil activities where children work as a 

whole class, in groups, in pairs or as individuals 
Ý Plenaries are used throughout the lesson to identify progress, summarise key facts and 

discuss next steps. 

New concepts are introduced to children in a 
very practical way enabling them to build on 
existing knowledge. Children then move on to 
representing their ideas using pictures, 
diagrams, and various other models before 
they can then use abstract signs and symbols 
to illustrate their work. It is essential for 
teachers to develop the childrenõs 
mathematical understanding by asking them to 
justify/prove/clarify their thinking  by also 
using these three stages in reverse. 

Design Technology 
Design and technology gives the pupils the opportunities to design, construct and evaluate 
products using a wide range of materials and components ranging from reclaimed packaging 
to raw materials, such as plastic and wood. The children are taught to use basic hand tools 
and various fixing techniques. Health and safety implications in the use of tools, adhesives 
and the various materials in use, are constantly stressed. Nutrition and food technology is 
taught throughout both Key Stages. Children look at where food comes from and use a      
variety of key skills to make both sweet and savoury recipes. 
 
The children are taught to be self-critical in  order to improve the quality of design and    
manufacture.  A child will work individually or as a member of a group, according to the     
demands of the particular task.  
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Science 
Our  science curriculum develops in the children a 
scientific approach which will consist of planning 
a systematic line of enquiry, questioning, 
observing, making their own hypothesis, 
investigating and checking at each stage of the 
proceedings. 
 
The children are encouraged to enquire, explore 
and observe so that they can ask questions about 
themselves and their environment.  They are 
encouraged to test or experiment in order to 
progress towards answers to their questions.  
They learn to look for links and patterns in their 
studies and to record their findings as accurately 
as possible in ways appropriate to their age and 
ability.  They learn to draw conclusions from 
their work. 

Computing 
Computing is viewed not only as a subject in its own right, but applicable across all subject 
areas.  Our children are introduced to this technology in the Reception class using a wide 
range of hardware and software including, iPads, programmable toys and art packages. As 
the children progress through the school, they: 
 
 Undertake control technology 
 Create and develop data bases 
 Interrogate interactive programs 
 Present written documentation 
 Use desk top publishing 
 Explore adventure programs 
 Create multi-media presentations 
 Write and debug computer programs 
         Create and edit images and animated sequences 
 Online Safety is key and is taught in every year group. 
 
 
As developments take place we continually update our hardware and software. We have a 
computer suite consisting of a mixture of laptops & iPads. Each class has a set of iPads and 
has access to the laptops and each class uses an interactive whiteboard. We make full use of 
computing throughout the curriculum.  
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Geography and History  
Geography and History are planned and taught as creatively as possible throughout the 
school. Links with other subjects are made whenever possible. For example, whilst learning 
about Lancaster, children draw detailed sketches of local buildings, take an educational visit 
to key landmarks, study the origins of local place names, write their own newspaper articles 
making use of local census information and in computing spreadsheets are created to show 
the length of different historical periods.  
 
Units of work are planned to develop childrenõs use of technical vocabulary. A growing 
awareness of their local area and the wider environment is established further and an 
understanding of chronology is cultivated.  

Children learn to interpret photographs, 
artefacts and other sources of evidence 
using first hand experience wherever 
possible and secondary sources when this is 
not. Educational visits are frequently planned 
to aid progression, and to enhance 
enthusiasm towards these subjects.  
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  Physical Education 
Physical Education activities aim to develop positive attitudes to physical activities and a 
healthy  
life style.   
 
In Key Stage 1 fundamental skills are taught through a variety of games (athletics), 
gymnastics and dance activities are taught and explored.  In Key Stage 2 the children will 
additionally experience swimming, athletics, outdoor and adventure activities.  Years 4, 5 
and 6 currently have one term each of swimming at Lancaster University.  The children in 
year 6 have the opportunity to experience some of their outdoor education on a residential 
visit. 
 
The national curriculum requires all children to participate in P.E. and also to understand 
rules about safety, including reasons why jewellery should not be worn.  No jewellery is ever 
allowed to be worn, as this is Local Authority policy and for the safety of all our children.  
 
We also enjoy taking part in a number of local inter-school sports tournaments, for 
example: netball, athletics, tag-rugby, swimming, cricket and rounders to name but a few. 
 
The school regularly competes in a great number of inter-school events and activities, 
including: 
  Swimming   Football   Netball 
  Quiz teams  Athletics   Rounders 
  Kwik-Cricket  Music festivals  Orienteering 
  Cross country    Lunch Time Clubs 
 
If an event  against another school is postponed the teacher in charge will check with our 
children to discover if any parents were intending to meet their children at the other 
establishment. Those parents will then be contacted as soon as possible. The children 
needing supervision will be looked after in the usual way. 
Parents should ensure that children know what to do in such circumstances. 



18 

Music 
In music our children perform, compose, describe & compare, listen to a wide variety of 
music. We investigate different styles and find out about music throughout history and 
around the world. In addition to class music lessons, we currently offer instrumental 
tuition on keyboard, violin, õcello, flute, clarinet and guitar.  This service is provided by the 
Lancashire Music Service.  
For more information & lesson prices please visit www.lancashiremusichub.co.uk .Often 
children learning these instruments will play in ensembles and assemblies/concerts. 
Our children perform musically to the local community whenever the opportunity arises, 
for example in the local Schoolsõ Music Festival. We invite guests into school, so that the 
children in all classes experience live music. 

 

Instrumental tuition 
 
The school makes use of Lancashire Schoolsõ Music Services and 
currently offers instrumental tuition by their specialist staff on 
keyboard, piano, guitar,violin & cello. The cost of this tuition 
varies depending on whether you choose a group or individual 
lesson for your child.  In the main, tuition takes place within 
school time and is taught in small groups during the afternoon. 
Other instruments, such as woodwinds/brass can be offered 

subject to demand.  
 Please ask for further details at the school office or visit www.lancashiremusichub.co.uk 
 

Art and Design 
Art and Design is taught both as a pure subject and will also form part of the work covered 
in other curriculum areas. 
 
The children are encouraged to observe and respond to their environment and to convey 
their ideas and feelings through their work. They are given the opportunity to use 
different media and experiment with different techniques learning basic concepts e.g. 
colour.  Each class will study the influences and styles of designated artists. 
 
Sometimes children may be asked to bring resources from home ð often items of household 
waste e.g. empty boxes or cartons.   
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French 
The modern foreign language we study at Scotforth is French. French gives children in Key 
Stage 2 the opportunity to learn a modern foreign language at a basic level, and we aim to 
give the children a positive and confident attitude towards language learning.  We have 
worked closely alongside  teachers from Ripley St Thomas CE Academy, Lancaster Girlsõ 
Grammar School and Lancaster Royal Grammar Schools to develop an effective and fun   
syllabus and to ensure progression throughout the Key Stage. The children are taught to 
communicate on various subjects such as animals, sports, the weather and family.  They also 
learn about different aspects of the French culture such as Christmas traditions.  The   
lessons are interactive and involve a range of activities such as mime, drama, songs, food 
tasting, art and story telling.  The focus is on speaking and listening rather than writing and 
reading, but in Year 5 and 6 the children have increased contact with the written language 
and are encouraged to use French/English dictionaries to create their own stories. 

PSHE and Citizenship 
Personal, Social and Health Education helps pupils to acquire the skills, knowledge and                   
understanding, attitudes and values which are necessary to make sense of their life         
experiences and to feel confident and informed. We  follow the RSE (Relationship and Sex 
Education) scheme published by the government.  
 
The school curriculum includes the teaching of Personal and Social Education, of which 
Health Education and Sex and Relationships Education are important elements. Sex 
Education is taught with care and sensitivity and the content of the lessons will be 
appropriate to the pupilõs age and understanding.  As a Church school, we believe that the 
teaching of sex education should take place within a moral, family-based and Christian 
framework.. 

Equal Opportunities 
We believe we have a duty to ensure that our pupils are made aware of the many peoples 
who make up our world and celebrate similarities & differences between us all. There are 
many opportunities for this in assemblies, formal lessons and literature.   
 
The issue of race is considered to be very important and pupils and staff are to be 
encouraged to be vigilant and confront verbal statements or actions, which may offend a 
child or adult. The victim of such offence will be reassured and the offender discouraged 
from any repetition.  It is likely we will involve parents in such circumstances. 
 
The school considers it most important to emphasise our single equalities plan & policy and 
to interpret the policy through class and staff organisation.  When pupils are involved in 
group work or assisting staff of the school, they are not chosen because of their gender, 
disability, race or creed. Our single equalities policy and plan are available on our website.  
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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
Since 2007 all Reception aged children have been part of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
A comprehensive statutory framework that sets standards for development, learning and 
care of children from birth to five. Records from nursery/pre-school are used  alongside 
baseline assessment to inform the class teacher  of a childõs ability and attainment and      
allow an informed curriculum to be planned. A balance of child and teacherð led activities are 
built around a different topic each half term, and these cover the seven areas of l  earning: 

 
The 3 prime areas are: 
¶ Personal, social and emotional development  
¶ Communication, and language  
¶ Physical Development 
¶  
The 4 specific areas are: 
¶ Understanding of the world 
¶ Literacy 
¶ Mathematics 
¶ Expressive arts and design 
 
Development:  During each half term assessments are made using the Evidence Me App and 
sent home weekly to parents.   
 
At the end of the year all assessments are passed onto Y1 and a written report given to   
parents. The assessments are based on childrenõs achievements in each area. Children are  
assessed as below, expected or exceeding in relation to the Early Learning Goals.  
 
Children in nursery and reception classes have a learning journey that parents are welcome 
to view at any time, and we ask you to contribute evidence too! 


