There .are no laws around age or distance of walking to school. A Families
Guide to the Law states:

“There is no law prohibiting children from heing .out on their own at .any
age. It is a matter of judgement for parents to decide when children .can play
out on their own, walk to the shops .or school.”

Parents are legally obliged to ensure their children get to school and .attend
regularly, but this in itself does not disallow independent travel. However, as
a school we are responsible for the welfare of our pupils .and therefore have
to consider what we helieve is good proctice in ensuring the safety .of our
pupils. We also have .an ohligation to alert relevant authorities should we
believe a childs welfare is at risk.

Punile in Foundation Si (s

Owr .ogreed school policy is that no pupil in Foundation Stage or Key Stage |
should walk to or from school .on their .own or he left on their own on the
school premises either hefore or after school. In addition we will only hand
over pupils to named adults or older siblings prowvided they are |4 years old
or above. Pupils will not be handed over to other adults unless the school
has heen informed by the parent that they have made this .arrangement. We
also ask that you keep ws informed of arny changes in arrangements,
preferably by letter. If no .one turns up to collect a child in these year groups
they will he kept in school and parents contacted. We will not allow .older
brothers or sisters in school to collect younger siblings.

The Nursery has its own collection .arrangements which are shared with
parents.

Pupils in KS2 (Y 3 4 58 6)
There is no set age when children are ready to walk to school or home .on
their own. It xversy much depends upon their maturity and confidence.
Therefore as reqgards pupils in KS2 we helieve that you s parents need to
decide whether youwr child is ready for this responsibility. It is recommended
that ONLY children in Years 5 .and 6 be .allowed to walk to school
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that it is safe for them to do so. Howewver individual cases will be
Adiscussed with ,pafzn,bs/mmxzs. Ln deciding whether your child is ready to
walk to school you should assess any risks associated with the route and
spour childs confidence. Lt is the responsibility .of the parent/carer to ossess
the route which the .child will take when walking home from school to ensure
they .are confident their child has the ahility to walk home safely (even if
their child is accompanied to school by a p,a,rzn,t/,oa.rzr). Crossing busy main
roads and walking through secluded .areas is discouraged. Please w.ork with
Mour children to build up their independence while walking to school throuwgh
route finding, rood safety skills and general ow.areness. Parents/.carers make
the informed .decision .accepting that they .are legally responsible for their
childs safety on their journey to and from school, even if they .are not
physically present.

Children .may .only cycle to school unaccompanied once they .are in Y6 .and
have passed the “Bike-Ahbility” Level 2 Module. The hike must bhe road-w.orthy

and appropriate safety gear used.

There are lots of ways syou can prepare your child to .make .an independent
journey. Children who are driven to school do not have the opportunity to

develop road owareness and are therefore imore vulnerable when they start to
walk to school independently. Walking to school is .« great .opportunity to
learn road safety skills. The best way to do this is to walk with your
children from .o young .age, teaching them .abhout crossing the road, learning
how to nowvigate and .o host of other skills. This helps them gain the
experience and confidence to deal with traffic and way finding on their .own,
in preparation for walking with friends .or .olone when they .are older.

Safequarding is paramount .and ,p,a.rzrws/,cam,rzs need to ensuwre their child is
fully aw.are of stranger danger and how to report any concerns to an
appropriate odult.

Teach your child to:

. Pay .attention to traffic at all times when crossing the street; never
hecome distracted.

. Alw.oys cross at the intersection where there are traffic lights; do .not

cross in the middle .of the road. Alternatively cross in a ploce where you
can see clearly in oll directions. Avoid parked cars or bends in the road.



. Look hoth waous before crossing; listen for traffic coming; cross while
keeping an eye on traffic.

. Look out for cyclists.

. Remember that drivers may not see them, even if they can see the
Ariver.

. Remember that it is hard to judge the speed of o car 0 bhe cautious.

. Never, ever, follow someone who is either .o stranger or someone they
know bhut is not a designated "safe’ .adult. (A safe adult is someone who
has heen previously agreed upon by you and your child to bhe safe, such as
a grandparent or trusted friend/neighbour). And if that person tries to
corwince them to .go with them .or tries to physically .get close to them, then
scream, "Help! This is not my dad!" or "Help! This is not my mum!" and run
oway. If they grabh them, tell yowr child to kick, punch, and hit as hord as
they can.

When deciding whether yowr child is ready for this responsibility you might

l. Do wyou trust them to walk straight home?

2. Do wyou trust them to hehave sensibly when with a friend?

3. Are they road safety .ow.are?

Would they know what to do if o stranger approaches them?

Would they hawve the confidence to refuse to .do what a stranger .osked?

Would they know the hest action to toke if .« stranger tried to make
.thzm.do something they didn't want to do (scream, shout, .k,l.ck,o.r#.gh.t)?

7. Would they know what to do if they needed help?
8. Would they know who best to .approoch to get help?

If you .are not confident about how your child would react then syou should
seriously consider whether syou should allow them to walk on their ow.n.

It is also recommended that ,p,a,rzn,bs/,ca,rzrzs enswre that their child knows
their own home phone number .and other emergency contacts and either has a
mohile or money for a pay phone should they need to call home in .an



emergency. Some .mohile phones have .a GPS tracking system and having an
emergency ICE (In Case of Emergency) rnumber in .contacts is recommended.
Any .mohiles brought into school must be turned off s soon os on school
premises, remain 50 during the day .and be handed in to the class teacher
Jor the duration .of the day (however the school accepts no liahility for lost
or damaged phones).

[f you decide that yowr child is ready for this responsibility then you must
complete the .appropriate consent form available from the school office or
wehsite. Parents/corers should ensure that the .consent form is
mm.pleizd/updafzdzso that a register can he compiled in the office of key
children to identifly should a child not arrive at school at the appropriote
time in the morning. Your child will be prevented from mw.alking home unless
permission has heen given in writing. The Lg,d.e/wanLg home consent form
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the school and update the consent form in the event of .any changes.

[t is the parents’/carers’ responsibility to ensure their .child .arrives safely and
promptly to school each morning. Whilst walking to school it is understood
Mmfm/wmﬁmuzﬂmm child tokes the safest route possible and
is accompanied .at all times by a responsible .adult.

There must .alw.ays he an appropriate adult/parent/carer at home to imeet the
child .on their return home. Parents/carers need to he .aw.are when w.alking
}wm/,og,d,uug home the school will not know if a child arrives home .as

planned. Hence the ,p,a.rznt/,ca,rzf needs to ensure adequate safety protocols are

[f the school has concerns .abhout o particular childs ability to travel safely
wor if o child lives too far away (more than |5 minutes aw.ay) permission for
the child to w.alk home .alone may be refused. Ln these .coases the child will
only he released into the .care of a responsible adult.

If the school feels the welfare and safety of the child w.alkinglcycling to
school is or hecomes .compromised, the school may revoke the arrangement
and will notify parents/carers accordingly and inform the appropriate
outhorities s necessary.



Attendance

Lt is the ,p,a,rzn,t/we,rzs’ responsibility to ensure that school is informed should
their child bhe unable to .attend school for any reason in accordance with the
Achool attendance policy. If . child who w,a,l,k/s/,ogde/i Lo school uwnattended
is not in school, contact will be sought with the parent/carer mithin 30
minutes of the schools protocol of morning registration taking place .and .an
ahsence without reason heing noted by the classroom staff.

[f wpon contact it is confirmed that .o child has left home with the intention
of walkinglcycling to school hut has not arrived .and therefore an issue .of .a
missing child is noted, the school will contact the police immediately. The
schools designated senior person for safeguarding/child protection will then
be immediately informed and safeguarding procedures for .child
,px,o,te,ctLon/,c)rbu,dfm missing proceduwres will be followed.

A register of children who have permission to walk/cycle home alone after
the school day will he kept by the school.

[f o child has left the school to walk home but does not arrive home when
expected .and direct contact with the child has not heen established, the
p,am,n,t/,ca,ne,r should contact the school in the first instance to seek
clarification from the responsible adult who dismissed their child as to the
time they left school. Howenver the school may not bhe contactable .after home
time and therefore it will he ,p,am,nbs/,c,ar.e,rzs’ responsibility to rnotify the police.

Your child will also be responsible for their behaviour whilst on the school
premises either before or after school. Should their hehowviowr not he
acceptable you will be osked to accomparny or collect them until they have
proved they can be trusted again.

IF AT ANY TIME YOU NEED TO CHANGE ARRANGEMENTS YOU HAVE MADE
PLEASE ENSURE YOU LET US KNOW IN WRITING IMMEDIATELY. THANK
YOU.



Please return to the school .office.

CONSENT THAT MY CHILD MAY WALK/CYCLE TO
AND FROM SCHOOL/HOME ALONE

[ confirm that who is in Year__at Scotforth St
Pauls C .of E Primary & Nursery School may walklcycle® to school/home*
%LOJTL school alone. ( *Delete as appropriate)

[ confirm that I hove read and understood the schools Jwaikm,g/
cycling home .alone guidance for parents (to he found .on the
achools wehsite).

Ln the event of .an emergency please .contact:

(PARENT/CARER)

Contact Numhber(s):

Or (Name/Relationship to child) on

I will notify the school immediately of any changes to the
emergency contoct details. I understand the school may revoke
this consent if child safety is compromised (for example by there
not heing a responsible adult at home to look after the
child/ren upon their return.).

SIGALUIL. .. ..ot
N.ame: Dated.:



