
Rising Stars’ Rocket Phonics  

Our ethos: Fidelity to ‘Keep up’ not ‘catch up’ 

 

Nursery Phonics 

In Nursery, we use Early Years Staffroom Phonics Phase 1 Program to cover the seven aspects of Phonics Phase 1.  

 

The planning and evaluation of learning in this program also focuses on the prime areas of learning in the Foundation 

Stage; Physical Development, Communication and Language, and Personal, Social and Emotional Development.  

 

This approach ensures that children have appropriate access to Phase 1 Phonics learning in order to lay a secure 

foundation for future learning. This allows a coherent transition to the school’s complete systematic synthetic phonics 

program in Reception. Children assessed as mastering Phonics Phase 1 will be exposed to graphemes for blending and 

segmenting from Seabridge Style Phonics Pink Phase. 

 

Reception – Rocket Phonics 

 

Reception children receive whole-class, taught Phonics on a daily basis. The purpose of this is to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the relationship between written symbols and sounds through core phonics provision 

(additional phonics provision enrichment activities may be planned as appropriate).  

 

A consistent sequence of four-part lessons using Rocket Phonics to embed the skills of hearing, identifying and using 

patterns of sounds (phonemes) to read written language. It is evidence informed, coherent and cumulative and 

consistent with the DfE approved schemes.  

 

The children are systematically taught the relationships between two sounds per week and the graphemes that 

represent them. In this way emphasis is placed on the skills of decoding and blending in relation to reading and also 

segmenting for writing.  

 

Pupil practice booklets are used daily to enable children to practise and apply skills at letter-sound, word, sentence 

and text levels.  

 

In addition, the children are taught common exception words in order to identify and read and also spell for writing. 

Children in Reception will be taught phonics of Pink, Red and Yellow phases, and each phase is equally aligned to 

reading literature within the corresponding coloured band. 

 

Assessments are built into the sequence of learning, ensuring that pupils are retaining their learning whilst providing 

opportunities to develop automaticity and accuracy.  

 

As well as access to adult support and small group direction during phonics lessons, children not secure in the daily 

teaching will have additional daily catch up sessions. 

 

 

Year 1 – Rocket Phonics 

 

Year 1 continue the four part lesson sequence and assessment points of Rocket Phonics to continue their journey 

through Blue, Green and Orange phases; each phase is equally aligned to reading literature within the corresponding 

coloured band. 

 

 

These Phonics lessons prepare Year 1 children for the Phonics Screening. The sequence of lessons introduce two 

phonemes per week to blend and segment, and common exception words taken from the Phase are taught also. 

Children will complete a pupil booklet page daily, enabling them to practise and apply blending and segmenting skills at 

letter-sound, word, sentence and text levels.  

 

Consolidation points are built into the sequence to both enable the children to embed their learning and to facilitate 

access  to reading books aligned to the Phonics Phase. Additionally Reception Phonics learning is revisited, and some 



children will access additional adult support and small group direction during phonics lessons, as well as daily catch up 

sessions, to support their learning.  

 

Assessments are built into the sequence of learning, ensuring that pupils are retaining their learning whilst providing 

opportunities to develop automaticity and accuracy.  

 

 

Year 2 – Rocket Phonics Next Steps 

 

Rocket Phonics Next Steps is the continuation of Rocket Phonics and focuses on the following elements of the 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics Teaching Principles: 
• Knowledge of the complex part alphabetic code 

• Independent blending at word, sentence and text levels 

• Knowing which spelling alternative to use 
• Cursive handwriting 

Rocket Phonics Next Steps revisits letter-sound correspondences, and introduces new spelling content such as 

suffixes, using a layered approach. This means that a piece of learning is investigated and built upon over several days. 

(appendix 4)  

 

Each phase is equally aligned to reading literature within the corresponding coloured band and assessments are built 

into the sequence of learning, ensuring that pupils are retaining their learning whilst providing opportunities to 

develop automaticity and accuracy.  

 

 

Year 3 – Rocket Phonics Next Steps (Continuation for transition in Autumn 1) 
Our pupils will receive this additional support in whole class setting whilst being supported with their phonemic 

awareness throughout the KS2 spelling programme, Spelling Shed, and where necessary though small group 

interventions revisiting the Rocket Phonics booklets.. This approach ensures the gaps are reduced quickly allowing for 

the child to grow in confidence when reading whilst developing crucial spelling patterns. Half termly assessments are 

carried out to ensure the programme is directly addressing the child’s needs.   



 

Appendix 

1a – Reception Scope and Sequence to -------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1b  

Year 1 Scope and Sequence. From above - - -  to below- - - - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1c 

Year 2 Scope and Sequence. From above line - - - to below line - - - 

Year 3 transition using the remaining weeks before accessing the Spelling Shed 
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