
Rising Stars’ Rocket Phonics enriched by Seabridge Style Phonics 
Our ethos: Fidelity to ‘Keep up’ not ‘catch up’ 
 
Nursery Phonics 
In Nursery, we use Early Years Staffroom Phonics Phase 1 Program to cover the seven aspects of Phonics Phase 1.  
 
The planning and evaluation of learning in this program also focuses on the prime areas of learning in the Foundation 
Stage; Physical Development, Communication and Language, and Personal, Social and Emotional Development.  
 
This approach ensures that children have appropriate access to Phase 1 Phonics learning in order to lay a secure 
foundation for future learning. This allows a coherent transition to the school’s complete systematic synthetic phonics 
program in Reception. Children assessed as mastering Phonics Phase 1 will be exposed to graphemes for blending and 
segmenting from Seabridge Style Phonics Pink Phase. 
 
Reception Phonics 
 
Reception children receive whole-class, taught Phonics on a daily basis. The purpose of this is to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the relationship between written symbols and sounds through core phonics provision 
(additional phonics provision enrichment activities may be planned as appropriate).  
 
A consistent sequence of four-part lessons using the Seabridge Style Phonics and Rising Stars components embed the 
skills of hearing, identifying and using patterns of sounds (phonemes) to read written language. The Seabridge Style 
Phonics enriches the Rising Stars Rocket Phonics programme. It is evidence informed, coherent and cumulative and 
consistent with the DfE approved schemes.  

 
The children are systematically taught the relationships between two sounds per week and the graphemes that 
represent them. In this way emphasis is placed on the skills of decoding and blending in relation to reading and also 
segmenting for writing.  
 
Pupil booklets are displayed digitally, on screen, so as to enable children to practise and apply skills at letter-sound, 
word, sentence and text levels. Elements of these will be completed on whiteboards or paper based.  
 
In addition, the children are taught common exception words in order to identify and read and also spell for writing. 
Children in Reception will be taught phonics of Pink, Red and Yellow phases, and each phase is equally aligned to 
reading literature within the corresponding coloured band. 
 
Assessments are built into the sequence of learning, ensuring that pupils are retaining their learning whilst providing 
opportunities to develop automaticity and accuracy.  
 
As well as access to adult support and small group direction during phonics lessons, children not secure in the daily 
teaching will have additional daily catch up sessions. 
 
 
Year 1  
 
Year 1 continue the four part lesson sequence and assessment points of the Seabridge Style Phonics and Rising Stars 
components to continue their journey through Blue, Green and Orange phases.  
 
These Phonics lessons prepare Year 1 children for the Phonics Screening. As for Reception, the sequence of lessons 
introduce two phonemes per week to blend and segment, and common exception words taken from the Phase are 
taught also. Children will complete a pupil booklet page daily, enabling them to practise and apply blending and 
segmenting skills at letter-sound, word, sentence and text levels.  
 
Consolidation points are built into the sequence to both enable the children to embed their learning and to facilitate 
access  to reading books aligned to the Phonics Phase. Additionally Reception Phonics learning is revisited, and some 
children will access additional adult support and small group direction during phonics lessons, as well as daily catch up 
sessions, to support their learning.  



For academic year 2021-2022, Year 2 will receive the same fidelity to phonics lessons alongside the Year 2 spelling 
scheme to ensure all phonemes of the Rocket Phonics have been taught and embedded. This is necessary for this year 
due to the move to an accredited phonics scheme. In subsequent years, the complete Rocket Phonics will be covered in 
Reception and Year 1. 

 
Year 2 - 6 Phonics 
For those pupils who need additional support in reading, due to poor decoding or fluency, then the teaching of the 
Seabridge Style Phonics will be drawn upon.  
 
Our pupils will receive this additional support in small group environments whilst being supported with their phonemic 
awareness throughout the Year 2 and  KS2 spelling programme. This approach ensures the gaps are reduced quickly 
allowing for the child to grow in confidence when reading whilst developing crucial spelling patterns. Half termly 
assessments are carried out to ensure the programme is directly addressing the child’s needs.  
 
 
Seabridge Style Phonics 

 Pictorial and phrase Mnemonics (for sound recall and letter formation/handwriting) 
 Alphabet Chant 
 Phonics wall 
 Phonics mat 
 Alien words 
 Songs (for selected phonemes) 
 Sound buttons 
 Ditties 
 Pupil Booklets  - physical and digital 
 Common exception word flashcards – physical and digital 
 Red words; Green words 
 Puppet – Alphie talk 
 Modelled, guided, independent 
 Fluency: professional, world class; legendary 
 Terminology 

 single letter sound 
 digraph 
 trigraph 
 four letter string 
 print 
 cursive 
 sound buttons:  

 blending 
 segmenting 
 decoding 
 consonant blend 
 CVC CCVC CCVCC 
 phoneme 
 grapheme 
 short vowel 
 long vowel 
 split digraph 
 long (stretchy) sounds 
 short (bouncy) sounds 
 syllable; monosyllabic; polysyllabic 
 compound words 

 
  



 
Rising Stars Components 

 Scope and sequence (appendix 1a and  1b) 
 Rocket Phonics reading books – paper and ebooks (ebooks with interactive comprehension quizzes with online 

marks and star rewards that teachers can use to assess domains/skill areas) 
 Teaching big books – story books with in-built narrative, click-to-play lozenges to emphasise taught grapheme. 

Also opportunity to discuss vocabulary. 
 Target practice reading e-books (with interactive comprehension quizzes) 
 Assessment sheets 
 Online phonics practice games  coming soon 
 Four part lesson structure:  

o revisit and review; teach; practise, apply 
o Consolidation; Common exception words; Assessment; Enrichment 

 SEND guidance 
 Teaching principles (appendix 2) 
 Speech Rhythm Activities (appendix 3) 
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