WHYTRIG MIDDLE SCHOOL

NEWSDROP

Week Ending 22nd November 2024

Attendance

Please remember to call in or send a message via MCAS if your child is unwell and will not be
attending school by 8:30am. It is important that we have evidence for each day your child is
absent, even if they were sent home the previous day.

Please also send evidence of medical/dental appointments to wms@svf.org.uk so we can attach
these to your child’s profile on our system.

This week’s whole school attendance: 93.14%

Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8

96.08% 93.12% 93.54% 90.22%

Uniform Reminder

All items of clothing, bags and water bottles etc. should have your child’s name in them. This
helps us return ‘lost property’ to their rightful owner. By the end of each term, we have a large
quantity of items that have lost their owner and are then donated to charity or unfortunately
thrown away.

As it begins to get colder, please remember to send your child into school with a coat.

MCAS Contact Details

Please remember to double check that your details are correct on MCAS. When you make a
change in My Child At School, it updates the systems that we use to contact home. This also
means that we don’t make a mistake in the spelling of an email address or taking down a number
incorrectly.

SAVE THE DATES - Christmas Events!

Christmas Fayre - Monday 2nd December 3:30 - 5:00pm
Christmas Lunch - Wednesday 11th December
Christmas Jumper Day - Thursday 12th December
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Mental Health Tip of the Week

Vary your activities. Try to balance boring tasks with more interesting ones. And mix up stressful
tasks with those you find easier, or that you can do more calmly.

SATS Information Evening - 25th November 2024

A quick notification to let you know that the Y6 staff will be holding an evening for parents on
Monday 25th November to let them know about the SATs tests that Y6 children will be taking in
May 2025. The session will take place in the Main Hall from 5pm to 6pm. We look forward to
seeing you there.

LUNCH MENU - WEEK 4

School Meals Menu

Join us at out Christmas Fair - Monday 2nd December 3.30-5pm

Whytrig Middle School
CHRISTMAS FAIR

MONDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2024

3:30 - 5:00pm

CHRISTMAS RAFTLE BOTTLE BINGO

HUMAN FRUIT MACHINE CHOCOLATE TOMBOLA

HOME-MADE JEWELLERY SWEET CONES
NAME THE REINDEER TOMBOLA
CHRISTMAS TREE PONG PICK A STICK

GUESS THEWEIGHT GUESS HOW MANY SWEETS
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https://svf.org.uk/our-federation/school-meals

WMS Christmas Fair Donations and Food Bank!
We need your help! Our Christmas Fair is approaching fast and we are asking if you could help us
by donating items for some of our stalls. We are asking different year groups to bring in different
things...

Year 5: Donations for the Food Bank (tinned products, non-perishables, rice, pasta, cleaning
products, shampoo and conditioner etc)

Year 6: Bottles for the Bottle Bingo stall (this can be anything in a bottle - nail varnish, juice,
vinegar, coke, wine, gin, food colouring...the list is endless)

Year 7: General Tombola items (soft toys, books, unwanted toys, gift sets, beauty products etc)
Year 8: Chocolate for the Chocolate Tombola.

As a reward, your child will be able to come dressed in non-uniform on Wednesday 27th
November 2024 if they bring in a donation on that day.

Children in Need ~
Together, you donated a staggering #’
£1,304.65

Thank you so much for your overwhelming
generosity. You will be helping a LOT of
children!!!
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Whytrig Book Fair! Tuesday 19th - 26th November
Don’t forget that our Book Fair is with us until 26th November!

Students will have time during afternoon registration to browse the amazing books on offer from
just £2.99! Students will be given wish lists to write down books they see in the fair which they
can then take home to parents and order online.

After making payment online you will receive a reference code and must fill this in on the wish
list, as well as which book/books were paid for and the total order amount. Please note, online
payments must be completed and wish lists returned to our school reception by Monday 25th
November.

Buying the best and newest books from our fair will earn us points for our school which we can
use to add brand new books for our school library and classrooms. Parents are welcome to come
and view the books on offer with their children, which will be on show under our balcony by the
entrance to reception.

You can also Book Fair Gift Vouchers in advance and print them off for your child to bring in. This
method is quick and easy and secure, avoiding having to carry cash.

Browse the books that will be on offer here: https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases/ro
Buy gift vouchers here: https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers

R AGventares of
a Penguin

s Proudtobea g
g PROM schoctsortnEast 3 *

e Partner School a

a.p-‘ E N
PLATINUM

~o; 2
21/22 - 200



https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases/ro
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers

Northumberland Youth Elections

Northumberland

County Council

What issues are you
passionate about?

Do you want to be part of Youth
Cabinet or Youth Parliament?

Are you aged between 11-18?
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YOUTHCABINET

NORTHUMBERLAND

Science Ambassadors

Don’t forget to check out the Google Classroom -

“Do Try This at Home!” - where we will post our weekly fun activity.
The classroom code is: nép7wuj so please make sure your children join!
This week’s experiment will get your raisins dancing!!

Times Table Rock Stars

Times tables make lots of different areas of Maths easier, so it is so useful to be confident in
them. Please encourage children to use TTRS at home, little and often is great!

Free School Meals - Eligibility

If you feel you may be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) it is important that you apply
immediately as FSM eligibility means other resources may be available to the school and your
child including pupil premium. Please consider an eligibility check for FSM. Check the website
below for the criteria.

Northumberland County Council - School meals
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https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx

School Sports Events & Clubs

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL FOOTBALL SESSIONS ARE INDOORS. PUPILS TO BRING TRAINERS ONLY.
Mon- Y6 swimming
Tues- KS3 Boys swimming
Tues- Netball
Alternate Tuesdays- Bike Club (all years)

Wed- KS3 Girls swimming
Wed- KS2 boys football
In Thurs- Girls football
Fri- KS3 Boys football

Fixtures & Results
Well done to our Y7 Boy footballers, who braved the elements at a freezing Cramlington LV on
Tuesday! There was some fantastic football on display, winning 5 of our 6 games. It was also great
to see 4 new faces representing school for the first time!!

Wed 27th Nov- Y7 Boys Futsal at Ponteland HS (2:30-4:30pm)

Year 6 Basketball - Thunder in the Valley Tournament

Well done to our fantastic basketball players in Year 6: Ella, Baker, Oliver P, Oliver E, Finley S,
Finlay J, Charlie, Michael, Thomas and Joshua. We attended the Thunder in the Valley
Tournament at the Eagle's Vertu Arena on Friday evening. Both teams played extremely well

(great passing and teamwork) and they won most of their games. A super effort and we are very
proud of you all!
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Polite reminder: requesting meetings/phone calls:

Should you wish to meet with a member of staff or to speak to someone during the school day,
please contact Reception in the first instance to make an appointment.

Behaviour Towards Staff
by Parents, Carers and Visitors:
Expectations and Procedures

* Becivil in your communication; do not become frustrated or rude to our *  We will always listen to parents and seek to address things as quickly as
Reception Staff possible

 Be respectful in the tone and language you use: do not raise your voice or * However, abusive, tt ing or ive behaviour will not be
use aggressive or threatening language tolerated

* Staff will get back in touch with you as soon as they can

*  Staff will try to return your call within 24 hours

* Shouting and/or swearing
* Address each member of staff respectfully * Aggressive emails in tone and language

¢ Do not use bold text or capitalisation to emphasise concerns * Constant emails and/or phone calls which amount to a threat, harassment
. and intimidation
* Do not expect an instant response

o Staff will respond as soon as they can * Inappropriate electronic activity on social media

« Staffare not expected to respond to emails outside of working hours which *  Any form of physical violence or intimidation
are 8.30am to 4.30pm )
o The use of rude or aggressive hand gestures
o Ifa member of staff does respond outside of the above hours, it is their
choice to do so o Allegations that turn out to be vexatious or malicious

* We advise emails are not sent late at night or early in the morning . Discussin?‘your concerns/ frustrations with your child in an inappropriate

. . 5 : manner; this undermines the school and its staff
* Emails sent at weekends or during school holidays will not be responded to
until the next working day

www.svf.org.uk

Wraparound Childcare

As you may be aware, we have been trying to identify a third party provider to deliver an after
school provision from 3:30pm each day. We have approached several organisations who have all
concluded that the level of interest from parents doesn't make it viable for them to do this. We
would therefore like to apologise to anyone who might have been considering this for their child.
We will send out a questionnaire each term and if more families indicate they are interested, this
is something we might be able to offer in future.

Can we take this opportunity to remind you that our breakfast club is however open from 8:00am
every morning during term time, at a cost of £2 per session.

This cost includes breakfast for your child e.g. bagels, toast etc.

The breakfast club is run by the school and staffed by existing members of staff, and can be
booked using MCAS, under the ‘Wraparound Care’ section of the app.

Social Media Channels
Don’t forget to keep up to date with everything else on our social media channels

X - @WhytrigMs Facebook - @Whytrig Middle School

Links to external agencies are provided in good faith. We do not take any responsibility for the content of these links.

s Proudtobea g
g (PO schociothEmt B

s Partner School a

*2 m R‘ N
PLATINUM

< >
%22/ 22 - 208




Whytrig Middle School
CHRISTMAS FAIR

IIONDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2024

3:30 - 5:00prm

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE BOTTLE BINGO

HUMAN FRUIT MACHINE CHOCOLATETOMEOLA

HOME-MADE JEWELLERY SWEET CONES
NAME THE REINDEER TOMBOLA
CHRISTMAS TREE PONG PICK A STICK

GUESS THEWEIGHT GUESS HOW MANY SWEETS
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