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GCSE Maths: Supporting Your Child



GCSE Maths

• Higher Tier (Grades 9-4)
• Foundation Tier (Grades 5-1)

• 3 papers - 1h 30 mins each, equal weighting
– Thursday 16th May - Non Calculator
– Monday 3rd June - Calculator
– Monday 10th June - Calculator
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Formulae - revision cards, mats

• Students are expected to learn some formulae.
• For 2024 students will be provided with an exam aid 

with some formulas printed



Foundation tier



Higher tier



There are still some to learn



Formulae



Frequency- Maths Genie, Sparx

• To improve requires regular practice

• 20 minutes at a time is enough

• The more you revisit something, the more likely you 
are to be able to remember it



Frequency- Maths Genie, Sparx

Maths genie
Maths Genie • Learn GCSE Maths for Free

     Sparx Maths - independent learning

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html


Fluency - revision guides

• One of the biggest barriers to achieving a grade 4 is 
fluency in common mathematical procedures

• However, this is also true of higher grades, as 
students sometimes focus on the harder topics and 
forget the easier topics



Fluency

£3.15 
or  
£5.50



Fluency - high frequency topics



Flexibility - past papers

• All grades require students to be flexible with their 
knowledge and approach. Have a go.

• The information might be in the wrong order or in 
an unfamiliar context. Highlight and tick off

• The last question isn’t necessarily the hardest. Keep 
going past the staples & grab cheeky marks



Flexibility - past papers

Edexcel GCSE Exam Papers     maths genie

Onmaths

Past papers | Past exam papers | Pearson 
qualifications

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html
https://www.onmaths.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html






Faith - YOU

• If you go in with the mindset that it is too hard and 
you can’t do it, then it probably will be. Believe in 
yourself.

• The better prepared you are, the better you will do

• Don’t give up because it is tricky - do what you can 
on EVERY question



Formulae
Frequency
Fluency
Flexibility
Faith



How can students prepare?

https://classroom.google.com/h
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/


How can students prepare?

• Learn formulae

• Checklist / Revision Guide / Revision Websites

• Past Papers

• Revision Classes  



Equipment



Formulae
Frequency
Fluency
Flexibility
Faith



What do questions look like?

Solve the simultaneous equations
4x + y = 10
x – 5y = 13
 
 

Crossover
Previously 
Higher



What do questions look like?
The diagram shows a shape ABCDEF.

All the corners of the shape are right angles.

The perimeter of the shape is 28 m.
Work out the area of ABCE shown 
shaded on the diagram

Crossover
Problem 
Solving



What do questions look like?

Given that a : b = 8 : 5and b : c = 3 : 4
 
find the ratio a : b : c
 
Give your answer in its simplest form.
 
New content at both tiers



What do questions look like?

AB is a chord of a circle centre O.
 
The radius of the circle is 30 cm.
Angle AOB = 80°
 
Work out what percentage of the 
area of the circle is shaded.

Higher Problem Solving
Percentage – additional level of processing


