What sound does the
main part of the word
end with?

[ [ [

A soft ‘c’ A hard ‘¢’

or soft ‘g’ or hard ‘g’
sound sound

A different
sound

Does the word come
from a verb ending in
-y, -ure or -ear?

I I
yes no

-ance

Does the word come
from a verb ending in
-ere?

[
yes
I

-ence

Does the word contain
the syllables ‘cid’,
‘fid’, ‘sid’ or ‘vid’
immediately before the
ending?
[ [
yes no

-ence

Is the word related to a
verb which ends with

-ate? = Use a dictionary to help

you. This may be an
exception to the rules.
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