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19th September - Open day and Evening 

 

22nd September - Year 5 Coffee Morning 

 

29th September - Macmillan Coffee morning 

and Fundraiser 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

 

 Please can we ask that parents and carers do not 

use the school car park or drop children off directly in 

front of the school. We are very fortunate to have use 

of the Football Club car park for pick up/drop 

off.  You may wish to then walk your child to the 

school gate.  Please do not park on the zig-zags or 

double yellow lines outside of the school or use the 

entrances to turn around.  Please can parents also 

remind their children to use the zebra crossings. This 

is in place for the safety of your children. 

 

 

Useful information for parents/carers: 

Have you seen our website?  It is updated regularly 

with dates, letters, news and events. You can even 

sign up to receive notifications of upcoming im-

portant dates by going to Parents, School Calendar, 

and clicking the Subscribe button.  See our website 

here  

https://selwood.somerset.sch.uk/  

 

We are also on Facebook and X (formerly 

Twitter).  Simply search for Selwood 

Academy.  We post details of upcoming 

events,  and celebrate our successes.  

 In this edition... 
Page 1 - Welcome & Reminders 

Pages 2&3 - New starters & Bath half 

runners/author visit 

Pages 4&5 - A message from the Head 

Teacher 

Pages 6&7 - Open day & Subject news 

Pages 8&9 - Subject news and Sports news 

Pages 10&11 - Local news & School 

production 

Page 12 - Local event 

 Welcome to the first newsletter of the school year.  

For those who are new to the school, these 

newsletters are produced fortnightly and aim to 

keep you up to date with important information, and 

celebrate the wonderful achievements of our school 

community. 

It is vital that we hold up to date contact information for all our pupils.  You can now update your details 

via the data collection on the ParentApp. Please can all parents and carers check their details and make 

any necessary changes.  

https://selwood.somerset.sch.uk/
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NEW STARTERS 

We are delighted to welcome the following new members of 

staff to the Selwood team:  

 

• Mr Collishaw - Teacher 

• Miss Ibbitson - Cover supervisor 

• Mrs Mead - Teacher 

• Dr Bacon - Teacher (not pictured) 

• Miss Lawson - Pastoral assistant (not pictured) 

• Mrs Gibb - Teaching assistant (not pictured) 

• Mr Somers - Peripatetic music teacher (not pictured) 

 



3  

SELWOOD ACADEMY 
NEWSLETTER 
 

 

  

  

BATH HALF RUNNERS &  

AUTHOR VISIT 

Some of you may already know that We Hear You (WHY), a local charity based in Frome come into 
Selwood and run counselling programmes with pupils who have been affected or bereaved by 

cancer or any other life-threatening condition.  This service is completely free but wouldn't exist 
without fundraising support.  We are incredibly lucky to have access to this service that costs WHY 

as a charity over £5000 a year to deliver.    

We have witnessed time and time again the amazing impact these sessions have had on our pupils, 
so have decided to take on a challenge in order to fundraise for the charity so this programme can 

continue to support many more of our current and future pupils.     

The challenge itself is to complete the Bath Half Marathon! Mr Finlay, Mrs Finlay, Mrs Hooper and 
Mr Owen all have little or zero running experience but have committed themselves to the 

challenge in order to support this charity in continuing to deliver outstanding support to our 
community.  They are donning their running shoes and pounding the pavements of Bath to raise 

some much needed pennies.  

If you would like to find out more or are able to sponsor them, then please click on the link below 
for more information.  

https://wehearyou.enthuse.com/pf/selwoodbathhalfers  

They are all very nervous about the challenge so thank you in advance for your support, they are 
truly grateful, every penny helps and will keep them going when things get tough (they know they 

will!)    

Selwood pupils were treated to 

their first author visit of the new 

school year this Thursday. 

 Joffre White visited the school to 

talk to Year 5 about being an 

author, before delivering 

inspirational writing workshops to 

Year 6 and 7 pupils.  

https://wehearyou.enthuse.com/pf/selwoodbathhalfers
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Thank you so much for your responses to our consultation on the proposal 
to reduce our intake slightly and allow pupils if they choose, to stay at 

Selwood in years 9-11. The timeline for this is year 9 having the opportunity 
to stay at Selwood in 2025, year 10 in 2026 and year 11 in 2027. 

 

Following over 464 responses from all across the community there is 
incredible levels of support for our potential change with an 80% positive 
response rate, this is even more positive among school age parents and 

pupils.  

 

 

 

Following this consultation the next steps will be to submit our request for a 
significant change to the department for education and we will update 

everybody as we hear any further information. 

 

Mr D Jeffries 

Head Teacher 

Who % Positive (number) 

All 80 (464) 

Parent of school age child attend-
ing Selwood 

81% (179) 

Parent of school age child not 
attending Selwood 

87% (101) 

Pupil at Selwood 81% (47) 

Wider member of the Frome 
Community 

67% (30) 

Member of Staff at Selwood 93% (27) 

Parent of preschool child 100% (16) 

Pupil at another Frome School 94% (16) 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 

TEACHER 
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There were a number of key questions raised and we have therefore compiled a key 
questions and responses document below, that may be of use: 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 

TEACHER 
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SUBJECT NEWS 

English this term: 

Year 5 - Will be learning about non-fiction writing and creating their own autobi-
ographical pieces. 

Year 6 - Will be building on what they learned about non-fiction writing in Year 5 
to create magazine pieces in different styles. 

Year 7 - Will be starting their study of Oliver Twist. 

Year 8 - Will be learning about Victorian London and Sherlock Holmes. 

Spelling homework for Year 5 and 6: 

 

 

 

1  Endings which are spelt 
–cious or –tious  

If the root word ends in –ce, the ‘sh’ 
sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. vice – 
vicious,   

Vicious, precious, conscious, deli-
cious, malicious, suspicious, spa-
cious, gracious  
  

Homework for this year: 

Alongside the spelling homework, this year we will be launching the Bedrock 
homework platform. Students will receive a login for Bedrock and will be 

expected to complete a vocabulary and grammar unit each week (aiming for 20 
points - awarded for interacting with the units). 

 

Details for how parents can access this programme will be sent home in the 
coming weeks. 
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SUBJECT NEWS 

Year 5 - We are starting our year by looking at the Place value of numbers 
up to a million including skills such as comparing, ordering and rounding. 

We are also focusing on our Square number times tables. 

Year 6 - We are also looking at Place Value including rounding of decimals 
and negative numbers. 

Year 7 - We are looking at equality and equivalence - focusing on like and 
unlike terms 

Year 8 - We have come back looking at calculations including dividing 
decimals and using powers and roots. 

Parent/child challenge questions: 
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SPORTS NEWS 

We still have a few spaces left for the School Ski Trip To Austria, Amade 

Resort for those students who will be in year 7 & 8 in February 

2025.  Please email Miss Phillips (laura.phillips@selwood-

academy.co.uk) for more details and if you have any questions about 

the trip.  

Year 8 girls to represent the Somerset county football team 

Three year 8 girls Myla, Ava and Lily attended the Somerset county 
football trials at the start of August. They were recommended due to 
their good performances in school and participation in local football.  

The trials were a great success as all three have been selected to 
represent the Somerset u'14's team for this season. This is a great 
achievement as they will be playing a year below their age group.  

We would like to congratulate all three and will keep you up to date on 
how they get on with their up-and-coming matches.  

Well done girls! 

Please find a list of our after school clubs available to book your 
children on to, on our website: 

After School Clubs | Selwood Academy  

https://selwood.somerset.sch.uk/parents/useful-information/After-school-club
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