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DATES FOR THE DIARY

2nd Oct — Year 5 and 6 author visit
4th - 6th Oct - Year 5 Caving

6th Oct — Merlin Theatre trip year 8
11th Oct — Year 5 Welcome Morning
11th Oct — Flu Vaccinations

11th Oct — SATS Launch Event 6pm
13th Oct - Yr 6 Coffee Morning
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Trip and activities

Please remember to check your emails and
ParentPay as we have lots going on at the
moment. If you think you may have missed
a letter please check our website

https://selwood.somerset.sch.uk/parents/
letters

Forgotten Items

Please can parents and carers ensure that
their child has all they need for the school
day when they come to school each
morning.

With Selwood being a large site, it can be
very difficult to get forgotten items and
messages to children throughout the day.

Thank you for your support with this.

Parental Survey

If you are able, please complete the parental
survey you received via email on 26th
September.

This survey is pivotal for the school to
celebrate success as well as ways we can be
even better. Previous surveys have led to
changes to the behaviour policy, the
introduction of forest school, increased school
trips and clubs as well as parent coffee
mornings. Therefore every opinion is valued in
moving our community forward.
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YEAR GROUP UPDATES \

»(

All Years

Flu Vaccinations will take place in school on Wednesday 11
October. Please complete the consent form even if you do not want
your child to have the vaccine. The form is on this link: https://
www.somersetsaint.co.uk/Forms/Flu

Our school code is: SM137741
Year 5

On Monday 2 October the author Hannah Gold will be visiting Years
5 & 6 to talk about her books. To buy Hannah’s books at a specially
discounted rate, please see your ParentPay account.

If you have not yet given permission for your child to attend the
Mendip Adventure day, please do so via this link: https://forms.gle/
pCjRby1Pz3UvHS6d9

On Wednesday 11th October there will be a year 5 welcome service
at Wesley Methodist Church. We'll have a variety of songs and
readings to welcome our new year 5’s to Selwood.

Year 6

On Monday 2 October the author Hannah Gold will be visiting Years
5 & 6 to talk about her books. To buy Hannah’s books at a specially
discounted rate, please see your ParentPay account.

All Year 6 parents and carers are invited to a Coffee Morning in the
library on Friday 13 October at 11.15am. This is an opportunity to
chat to staff and other parents whist enjoying a cuppa and a biscuit.

Year 7

A reminder that if your child would like to attend the trip to see Les
Misérables, please complete the form and pay on ParentPay by 30
September https://forms.gle/W5f5yV1poxw8MeCf8



https://www.somersetsaint.co.uk/Forms/Flu
https://www.somersetsaint.co.uk/Forms/Flu
https://forms.gle/pCjRby1Pz3UvHS6d9
https://forms.gle/pCjRby1Pz3UvHS6d9
https://forms.gle/W5f5yV1poxw8MeCf8

As a reminder please see the trips and activities planned for the year ahead along with the estimated

costs.

Year 5 Term Estimated cost
Caving 1 £50

Church Visits 2 £20

Harry Potter Studios | 3 £50
Disneyland Paris 4 £415
Swimming £55

Year b Term Estimated cost
Residential Trip b £225
Portsmouth Harbour |5 £40

visit

Ski Trip (every other £1500

year — starting March

2025)

Year 7 Term Estimated cost
Theatre Trip 1 £50

Places of worship trip | 3 £30
Disneyland Paris 4 £415

Black country 4 £50

museum

Ski Trip (every other £1500

year — starting March

2025)

Year 8 Term Estimated cost
First world war play 1 Free

at the Merlin Theatre

Theatre Trip 4 £50

Lyme Regis 5 £20

Normandy b £420

Thorpe Park b £50

Prom b £20

Leavers hoodies £20

Whole school Term Estimated cost

Panto

£5-7




SUBJECT NEWS

ENGLISH

Year 5 - Will be learning about non-fiction writing and creating their own
autobiographical pieces.

Year 6 - Will be building on what they learned about non-fiction writing in Year 5 to
create magazine pieces in different styles.

Year 7 - Will be starting their study of Oliver Twist.

Year 8 - Will be learning about Victorian London and Sherlock Holmes.

English homework:

Following feedback from parents in KS2, spelling homework will be set by individual
class teachers, rather than for the whole year group.

Students will continue with their Bedrock learning, aiming to achieve 20 points over
the course of the week. Please see our email about Bedrock for how parents can
support and monitor this.

Hannah Gold author visit:

We're thrilled to announce that, on Monday 2" October, Selwood will be hosting

the author Hannah Gold. A winner of the Waterstones Children's Book Prize (2022)

and the Blue Peter Book prize, Hannah will be talking to Year 5 students about her

latest book 'Finding Bear', as well as her previous books 'The Lost Whale' and 'The
Last Bear'.

In addition to the talk, Hannah will be available to sign copies of her books. Selwood
have once again partnered with the fantastic Hunting Raven Books, to offer a
selection of Hannah's book titles at a specially discounted rate.

'The Last Bear' will be available for £6.99
'The Lost Whale' will be also be available for £6.99
'Finding Bear' (Hardback) will be available for £10.99




SUBJECT NEWS

Year 5 - We are looking at comparing and ordering numbers up
to a million including decimals before moving on to rounding
numbers.

Year 6 - We are also continuing with place value looking at
rounding before moving on to negative numbers.

Year 7 - We are finishing our block on equality and equivalence
and then starting our new topic of place value.

Year 8 - We are finishing our unit on calculations looking at
powers multiples and factors.

A big thank you to the 63 people that took part in the jelly beans
maths experiment at open evening. We had some interesting
guesses ranging from 40 all the way up to 10,000! The actual

amount in the jar was 349 and the average guess came in at 362

so pretty close! The winner of the jar was Theo K in Year 8 with a

guess of 348.




One of our pupils, Lydia, has been at local company, Danceworks for 3 years
and has just completed her first ever modern dance exam.

Lydia has been doing tap & modern for over a year and achieved a
distinction in her exam results which she rehearsed for at every given
opportunity (even weekends!)

She also does ballet which she has been doing for 3 years and received a
merit in her ballet exam. We are extremely proud of Lydia.

Her parents say she has gone from being shy to more confident and actually
wanting to get involved and join in. She has grown with her dance and
become more mature.

We know that at the same time as Lydia, several other pupils also passed
their exams!

Well done to all!




SELWOOD ACADEMY

ANGLICAN/METHODIST FOUNDATION SCHOOL

CAN YOU HELP?

Do you or someone you know have your own
business and can donate a prize to our Christmas
Raffle?

Tickets will be sold at our Christmas Fair on
Friday 1 December and we will mention your
business on our Facebook page.

Please contact us if you can help.

All money raised will go towards projects in
school to benefit our pupils.

Selwoodacademy@selwood-academy.co.uk




CAREERS UPDATE

At particular points, we aim to pass on some career information and in
particular potential future examples of education and career pathways. In this
newsletter we have included information with regard to 'Pre- Apprenticeships

and Careers Programmes' and 'Level 2 Career Programmes' which include
specific case studies.

Maths & English Course Overview

. at GCSE What is the programme made up of?
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,?’ Pre-Apprenticeship & \‘
Employment Programme

A Pre-Appr hip &

a3-6 Ioﬂ
quaTiﬁuﬁoﬂ wi!h work experienc
which you can start anytime and wlll
prepare you for an Apprenticeship,
employment or further study.

How can | progress
or plan my career?

What personal skills
will | develop?

Study skills
How to raise confidence
Improving communication skills
Goal setting
Budgeting
Working w-th others
Keeping s

to cope with change &

ges in the workplace

Work ethics
Managing yourself & resilience

This is a flexible course! It’s ideal if

you don’t have a clear career pathway

planned and would like to gain some

qual-hcahons and experience in the
rid of work to find out what you like,

You'll be able to take part in work

It’s available for anyone aged 16-19
(up to 25 with an EHCP) qualified
up to Level 3, with little or no work

experience in any business sector —
the choice is yours - whilst working

You can

Understanding Apprenticeships &

Understanding work place policies,

What employability '-
skills will I learn?

During this programme you'll gain skills to
help with your employability, such as..

OV writing & Interview skills
Behaviours & attitudes
Professionalism
Responsibility

British values

Employer expectations
Job-seeking skills
Presenting yourself digitally

Maths & English
If you're aged between 16 and 19 you'll
be able to study GCSE if you join us to study

in August-November. Otherwise, you'll be abie to
study Functional Skills, which has multiple start dates.

You'll attend dlasses one day a week for maths,
English (if required) and employability, from
9.30am-3pm in the following venues:

* Frome » Shepton Mallet « Taunton » Yeovil
* Chard « Bridgwater » Online

experience.

upport and a

Hon planning

Course Overview
What is the programme made up of?
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on Level 1 or Level 2 quahhcmons
start anytime during the

pay slips & rules

Work Experience

You will undertake a work experience
placement in your chosen sector and will do
around 200 hours over the duration of your course.

Find out
more online... KT
Visit ssicourses.co.uk or call us on 0330 332 7997
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What can ldoonce | =
complete this course? d -

On successful completion of your Level 2
Career Pathway Programme you can go on to...

* An Apprenticeship

What is a Level 2 Career

* Further Education
o T-Levels

(w

hat personal skills

L2 Award in Canine Care & Welfare

L2 Award in Practical Animal Care Skills
L2 Certificate Support Worker in
Schools

L2 Award in Support Work in Schools
L2 Certificate Introduction to Caring for
Children & Young People

L2 Certificate in Business Admin
Functional skills or GCSE in Maths &

(up to 25 with an EHCP) qualified
up to Level 3 with little or no work
experience.

You'll also gain industry experience in
your chosen sector. Maths and English is

=3
: - -~ Pathway Programme?

AlLevel 2 Career offered at Level 2 alongside ir pathway.

Qualifications isas5-9 long All career pathways will enable you
you can start to build a strong knowledge a:

Mza"’ also some optional anytime and will help you follow understanding of the roles that sit within
Certificates & Awards available... your desired career path. It's your chosen sector, developing the
s available for anyone 1619 relevant skills for a variety of positions.
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chosen career pathway and in planning
your next steps...

Choose your career pathway from the options below...

will | develop?

Study skills & goal setting

How to raise confidence, manage
yourself & resilience

Improving communication skills
Budgeting

Working with others

Keeping safe - safeguarding yourself
& others

British Values

How to cope with change &
challenges in the workplace
Work ethics

English Animal Business " Teachi Understanding work place policies,
= ) Care Admin & Childcare et d pay slips & rules
What employability o Support & Guidance . Industry Placement ‘ ‘
skills will | learn? Throughout your qualification you'll You will undertake an industry placement

During this programme you'll gain skills to help with
your employability, such as the below and more!

= Researching & * Employer led project
rience

understanding facts expes
- g inf .- C with
&ideas others in the workplace

be given support including...

Understanding Apprenticeships & T-Levels

Careers support, advice & act-on planning

Employer talks & em,

Skills, knowledge & work ready attitudes
Reviews & Mentoring

Virtual university visits, volunteer days + more!

in your chosen sector and will do around 210
hours over the duration of your course.

Find out £
more online...
Visit ssicourses.co.uk or call us on 0330 332 7997




At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering paremts, carers and trested odults with the ind hom (o hold an info converiation abouwt anline safety with thelr chiidren, should they feel
% is needed. This guide focuses on ane of many apps which we balleve trustad adults should be aware of. Plaase vist www nationaloninsscfety com for turther guides, hints and tips for aduns
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i Help your child to understand why it's im, nt to step and think before
WP the ds like or forwarding semething on WhatsApp. it's sasy — and all tee

ive would really send them. Make sure they « commen ~ for content to then be shared more widely (even publicly on
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It's wise to change your child’s WhatsApp settings (ge to ‘Privacy’, Some parents like to check In with thelr ehild about how
then ‘Groups’) to specily which of their contacts can add them to Ihcrn using wnctupg, omlta that it wil ho? to keep them

roup chats without neéding zp‘rm: you c-\z\n permission to sale. If spota 'L " folder, you might want to talk about the
Ly C * or ‘My C ept *. Additionally, if your child sort of s that are in there, whe they're with why your child wants to
neods to use ‘live lecation’, emphasise that they should enable this them hidden. Alse, if your child has sent any ‘view ence’ centent, you
function for only as long as they need — and then tumn it off. discuss their reasons for using this feature.
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At The Natienal Caliege, we provide sverything sducetors and trusted odults need to g o thair profecsional, and p P in ene piace, on one p
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What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

THE DANGERS OF VAPING

Data collected for ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) shows an increase in 1l to 17-year-oids experimenting with
vaping: from 7.7% in 2022 to 11.6% in 2023, it's concerning that these age-restricted products are getting inte the hands
of under 18s as most contain nicotine, which can be detrimental te brain development and cause long-term addiction.

Some schools have reported students having their focus in lessons affected by nicotine cravings; vaping in school

toilets; and even trying vapes found in their local park. Raising awareness of the risks ameng young people could

help to prevent these problems from escalating and reduce the number of young vapers.
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WHAT IS VAPING? ™\, LACK OF AWARENESS
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