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23  October - INSET DAYrd

26  - 30  Oct - HALF TERMth th

4  Nov - Yr7 Rugby Fixture (Away)th

5 /6  Nov - Yr7 Living Rainforest Tripth th

6  Nov - Yr7 Coffee Morning 11.15amth

9  - 13  Nov - Anti Bullying Weekth th

11  Nov - Flu Vaccinationsth

12  Nov - Anti Bullying Coffee Morningth

17  Nov - Yr8 Coffee Morningth

18  Nov - Paris Parents Info Evening 5-6pmth

19  Nov - Reading Coffee Morningth

20  Nov - Break a Rule Day Fundraiserth

2  Dec - Yr8 Bath Uni Tripnd

3  Dec - Pantomimerd

4  Dec - Christmas Fairth

Diary dates
21st Oct 2026 - Issue 4
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Upcoming Payments
21  Oct  - Year 7 Living Rainforest
Balance

st

23rd Oct - Year 6 Portsmouth
Dockyard  Deposit
6  Nov - Ski Trip  Final Balanceth

6  Nov - Year 8 University of Bathth

13  Nov - Year 6 Mendip Adventure
Camp Deposit 

th

27  Nov - Year 5 Paris Trip Payment
1

th

27  Nov - Year 7 Paris Trip Payment
1 

th

3  Dec - Christmas Pantomimerd

18  Dec - School Production Cast
Contribution

th

Lost Property
We are trialling a new Lost Property box in both the boys’ and girls’ changing rooms. Any items left in
the changing rooms after lessons will be placed in these boxes rather than taken straight to the main

Lost Property collection in the hall.
This will give pupils the opportunity to retrace their steps and check the changing rooms first, rather
than having to search through the large collection in the hall. The boxes will remain in the changing

rooms during the working week, and every Friday any remaining items will be added to the Lost
Property collection.

Pupils can check Lost Property at break and lunchtime, while parents/carers can visit on Fridays,
3:10 - 4:15pm only. We appreciate that Fridays may not be convenient for all parents, so these

visiting times will be reviewed for future terms.
Please ensure all belongings are clearly named so they can be returned to the correct tutor rooms

and reunited with their owners.

Communication
When emailing the school, please ensure you

include your child’s full name and tutor group.
As we are a large school, this information helps

us identify your child quickly and direct your
enquiry to the right person.

We’d like to wish all our families a well deserved
half term break following a busy and successful
start to the new academic year. We look forward

to welcoming our pupils back on Monday 2nd
November (Week B).

Reminder: Friday 23rd October is an INSET day,
so the school will be closed to pupils.
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As we reach the end of Term 1, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what an extraordinary
start to the academic year we have had. The time has flown by incredibly fast, and we are so pleased

with how brilliantly our new Year 5 cohort has settled into school life. They have adapted quickly
and are already a valued part of our school community.

It has been a term packed full of memorable events and experiences, including:
Year 5 Welcome Service: A wonderful opportunity to celebrate our newest pupils as they began

their journey with us.
Year 5 Caving: An exciting adventure that challenged pupils and built team spirit right from the

start.
Theatre Trip to London: Finishing the term on a high note, 100 of our Year 7 pupils are travelling

to London to see the fantastic production of Wicked.
Sporting Fixtures: We have hosted and traveled to several sporting fixtures this term. A huge well

done to all the children who have proudly represented the school!
A particularly special highlight was running our first-ever trip to Sicily for Year 7 and Year 8 pupils.
The trip was truly incredible, offering rich learning experiences and fantastic memories. I want to

extend a heartfelt thank you to our dedicated staff for giving up their time to organise and run the
trip, and to our families for supporting it so positively.

Without a doubt, another major highlight of the term was our recent OFSTED inspection. Although I
am unable to share the final outcome with you just yet, I want to express how very proud I am of our

pupils for how brilliantly they represented the school. I am also deeply grateful to our community
for the overwhelming support shown in our parent survey. Thank you for your encouraging feedback

and partnership.
Looking ahead, Term 2 promises to be just as busy and exciting! During our very first week back, Year

7 will be heading off on a trip to The Living Rainforest. Beyond that, our jam-packed calendar
includes:

The local Remembrance Parade, where representatives from the school will be laying wreaths.
Our first Interform competition of the 2026–2027 academic year.

A Year 8 trip to Bath University.
PTA fundraising activities and our annual Christmas Fair.

A visiting performance of the Snow White panto right here in school this December.
The Year 5 Nativity, festive Carol Concerts, and our traditional Christmas Dinner.

Thank you once again for your continued support, positivity, and partnership. I hope you all have a
restful, enjoyable, and well-deserved October half term, and I look forward to welcoming all of our

pupils back for Term 2.

Warmest regards,

Dave Finlay
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Join Frome Netball Club!
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Allergy Awareness Reminder
At Selwood Academy, we are committed to providing a safe, inclusive and supportive

environment for all our pupils. As an allergy aware school, we ask all parents and carers to be
mindful of the risks that food allergies can pose to some members of our school community.

We kindly request that no nut products are sent into school in pupil’s lunch boxes as we
remain a nut-free school. This includes foods containing nuts, such as peanut butter,

chocolate spread, and nut-based snacks. Even small amounts of nuts or traces left on hands
and surfaces can potentially cause an allergic reaction in someone with a nut allergy. We
appreciate that this may require some adjustments to lunch box choices, and we are very
grateful for your understanding and cooperation. By working together and following this

guidance, we can help keep all our pupils safe, healthy and able to enjoy their time at school.
Thank you for your continued support.

Miss Collins joined Selwood Academy as Head of French in 2022. She can speak French,
German, Spanish and she is currently learning Greek! She did English literature, French and
German for A-Level and completed her work experience in Paris on the Champs Elysées.  
She studied French, German and politics at the University of Bath. During her time there,
she spent a year in Germany, where she worked as an English teacher. She also spent 4
months in Corsica working in a hotel. She has worked for Airbus as a translator and
interpreter for the CEO and flew between Bristol, Toulouse and Hamburg. Languages are a
great way to expand your horizons!

Focus on Languages

Frome Netball Club is looking for new players to join their team! Training takes place at
Oakfield Academy every Thursday evening from 6:00pm to 7:30pm during term time.

Interested in giving netball a try? Email fromenetballclubjuniors@outlook.com to arrange
a taster session.
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Pantomime Comes to Selwood!
We are delighted to welcome M&M Theatrical Productions to Selwood Academy on Thursday

3rd December for two performances of Snow White! This is a fantastic opportunity for all
pupils to enjoy a professional pantomime, complete with full sets, sound systems and special

effects, right here at school.
The cost is £3.11 per child, payable through ParentPay. If your child is eligible for Free School

Meals and you would like to use an activity voucher to cover the cost, please contact the
school office.
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Sustainability at Selwood
Our Student Council has been busy taking positive steps towards making Selwood a more

sustainable school!
Pupils have been monitoring classrooms to check that lights, computers and interactive
whiteboards are switched off when not in use, while also considering whether rooms are

occupied. Reminders have been added around light switches to encourage everyone to save
energy.

Our green-fingered pupils have also been brightening up the school grounds, planting
seasonal flowers outside the library and at the front of the school. The planters, made

during Work Experience Day, have also been given a fresh coat of stain.
Head Girl Amelie O and Deputy Head Girl Ellis H have shared their sustainability work

through a presentation. They are now hoping to learn more about our school’s solar panels
and energy use, before sharing this information with other year groups.

Looking ahead, we are excited to welcome James Godman, creator and director of the Frome
International Climate Festival and Climate FM, who will be visiting the Student Council to

talk about sustainability and explore the possibility of pupils getting involved in a podcast.
The Council has also been carrying out regular litter picks around the school and helping

return named items of clothing to their owners.
Well done to our Student Council for taking action, raising awareness and helping make

Selwood a greener place!
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What an extraordinary trip! Our recent geography and science adventure to Sicily was packed with

unforgettable experiences, breathtaking volcanic landscapes, authentic Italian food, and memories that will
last a lifetime. Here is a look back at our whirlwind 4-day itinerary across the Mediterranean.

Day 1: Arriving in Style & Exploring Taormina
Our adventure kicked off at 11pm at Selwood for a coach journey to Stansted for our early 6:20am with
Ryanair. Upon landing in sunny Sicily, our first stop was the charming town of Taormina. We walked to

Ristorante Pizzeria Porta Messina, where everyone rolled up their sleeves and crafted their very own fantastic
Italian pizzas!

With full stomachs, pupils made their way into town to the awe-inspiring Ancient Theatre of Taormina, taking
in spectacular views of the coastline. Afterward, we unloaded our luggage and walked to our hotel to check in,

concluding a brilliant first day with a relaxing group meal at our accommodation.
Day 2: Scaling Mount Etna & Volcanic Science

Thursday began with a hearty 8:30am breakfast at the hotel, where we collected our packed lunches before
boarding the coach for our visit to Mount Etna Sud.

Our first stop was at the Colata Lavica 1991/93 (Zafferana) lava field. Walking across the volcanic terrain,
pupils got a close up look at the dramatic 1992 lava flow, even spotting a house completely submerged by

rock! 
Before heading higher up the mountain, we stopped by a local honey shop and factory for a fascinating

demonstration and tasting of authentic Sicilian honey. Many pots of honey were bought!
By midday, the main event arrived: The group took a thrilling cable car and jeep ride up to Mount Etna’s high

summit. Crater Rim Walk: Led by expert Alpine guides, we walked around the crater rim and learned firsthand
about the intense geological forces and features that shape Europe’s most active volcano.

Day 3: Island Hopping & Trekking Vulcano
Friday was our most active day yet! Following an early 5:45am departure with packed breakfasts and lunches,
our coach brought us to Milazzo Harbour. From there, we boarded an 8:30am ferry across the azure sea to the

island of Vulcano.
Upon arriving at Vulcano harbour, we met our expert Alpine guide for a challenging 5 km guided hike up Gran
Cratere. Battling a steep 300-350m elevation gain over sandy and rocky terrain, the pupils showed incredible

stamina and teamwork as we reached the top!
After the trek, we spent a well-earned afternoon relaxing near the harbour, exploring the famous Spiaggia di

Sabbie Nere (Black Sands Beach) and the geothermal waters of Spiaggia delle Acque Calde (Hot Springs
Beach).

From here we boarded the 3:20pm ferry back to Milazzo Harbour.
Day 4: Homeward Bound

On Saturday, it was time to say goodbye to Sicily. We boarded our 1:20pm Ryanair flight landing back at
London Stansted Airport at 3:40pm, tired but inspired by everything we had seen and done. The party was not

over as 43 pupils sang their hearts out for the next 2 hours until our refreshment stop at Fleet Services.
A huge thank you to all the staff, guides, and enthusiastic pupils who made this educational tour such an

unforgettable experience!
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Unforgettable Sicily: Geography & Adventure on the Island of Fire!
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Raise Funds for Selwood PTA with Easyfundraising
Did you know you can raise money for Selwood PTA at no extra cost to you? Simply sign up to
Easyfundraising and shop online as normal. Participating retailers will donate a percentage of

your purchase to the PTA.
It’s a simple way to support our school while doing your usual online shopping. Every

donation makes a difference!
Find out more and sign up here:

Selwood Academy PTA Easyfundraising
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 phactiveed.co.uk

 Times & Prices

Breakfast Club

After School
Club

07:35 - 08:35

15:10 - 16:10

16:10 - 17:10

15:10 - 17:10

£6.20

£6.30

£7.00

£11.20

Wraparound Care

bookings.phactiveed.co.uk

Selwood Academy

We combine a healthy, nutritious

breakfast meal or after-school snack

with fun & exciting activities that include

sport, adventure and discovery

We accept card payments,

childcare vouchers, tax-free

childcare payments and universal

credits. 

We have an easy to use online

booking portal where you can make

and amend bookings. 

What's included?  How to book

Payment types





Visit sslcourses.co.uk or call 0330 332 7997 for more information

FREE* Courses
& Workshops!

Understanding Neurodiversity: 
ADHD Awareness Courses

Scan to sign up!

Want to better understand ADHD
and how it affects those who have it?
This course offers a clear, supportive
introduction to ADHD - its possible
causes, common characteristics and
the strengths and challenges people
may experience. Whether you are
learning for yourself, or to support
someone else, you’ll gain valuable
insight in a respectful and confidential
online space with plenty of time for
discussion and reflection.
Follow the QR code below for details

 
19  November 2026th

Developer: Thursday 26
November – 17  December 2026
Online: Enrol for login info

th

th

Behaviours and characteristics
Brain differences in ADHD
ADHD and mental health
Recognising differences, strengths
and misconceptions
Strategies for supportingyourself
and others with ADHD

Starter: Thursday 29  October –th

*Eligibility applies

•
•
•
•

•







get a

free
breakfast

every school
holiday *

*From 16.02.2026 – 22.02.2026, 30.03.2026 – 19.04.2026, 25.05.2026 – 31.05.2026, 29.06.2026 – 06.09.2026, 12.10.2026 - 01.11.2026, 21.12.2026 - 03.01.2027. This offer 
is redeemable all-day Monday to Sunday. Simply say ‘Kelloggs Breakfast’ at the till point at any UK Morrisons Café to receive breakfast, which includes, a free portion pack
of Cornflakes (24g), Rice Krispies (22g) with milk or milk alternative (125ml). Limit of 1 breakfast per customer per day. Offer is not transferable and cannot be exchanged
for cash. A recommended balanced breakfast includes a bowl of cereal, plus milk or milk alternative, a portion of fruit and a glass of water. TM ® © 2026 Kellanova.

MM-2028324

603146-MM-2028324 Kelloggs Breakfast Cereal MMG 30x20 762x508_PJ.indd 1 19/01/2026 15:49
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