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16th Jan - Battlefields Trip
Instalment 3

18th Dec- Christmas
Lunch and Jumper Day
17th Dec - Carol Service
-7pm St Johns Church
9th January - Y5 Coffee
afternoon 2.15
12th-14th Jan- Harry
Potter Trip
15  Jan- Year 8 HPV
vaccines

th

END OF TERM REMINDER 
The last day of term is Friday 19th

December 2025. Pupils will finish early
at 12.05pm. The first day back will be
on Monday 5  January 2026. We will

return on Week 2

th

We will be emptying our lost property
at the end of term and we have lots of
unnamed items. Please ask your child
to check if they have lost something.
Parents and carers are also welcome
to come into school to look, please

report to reception upon arrival.

LOST PROPERTY

Premier Education will still be running
their wrap around sessions this week,
except for Friday evening due to the

early finish. 

We hope that all pupils, parents,
carers and staff have a wonderful

Christmas break!

WRAP AROUND CARE
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

What a wonderfully busy and successful term we have shared! Our pupils
have shown incredible dedication across all areas.

This term was filled with achievements, starting with a successful Interform
Competition and excellent performances at multiple sports fixtures, including

outstanding efforts in the Cross Country Trials. Year 8 enjoyed an inspiring
trip to the University of Bath, looking ahead to their future studies.

In the community, we celebrated the festive season with a spectacular
Lantern Parade showcasing the amazing creations by our pupils. Every pupil
enjoyed the Pantomime, and Year 5 put on a charming Nativity performance.

Our dedicated School Choir spread cheer by singing carols at the hospital and
for local charities/care homes and will tomorrow be singing at the school

Carol Service at the church. Our Christmas Fair was a huge success, thanks to
generous donations from our 'Break a Rule Day', and we finish this term with a

very packed hall for the Christmas Dinners on Thursday.

We wish our entire school community a Happy, Healthy, and Peaceful
Christmas holiday!

We start the new term with great excitement: In Week 2, Year 5 will be off to
Harry Potter World! The highly anticipated School Ski Trip takes place at the

end of the term, and we will soon begin our Subject Parent Meetings.
We look forward to welcoming everyone back in the New Year for an exciting

Term 3!

With best wishes,
Mr Finlay

Update from head of
school
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Christmas Lunch
Our Christmas Lunch this year will be held on Thursday 18th December, and

we’re inviting everyone to bring the festive cheer by wearing their most joyful,
colourful, or wonderfully ridiculous Christmas jumpers. If you haven’t booked a
Christmas Lunch for your child, please remember to send them in with a packed

lunch, as no other meal options will be available on the day. Let’s turn the hall
into a sea of twinkling tinselled knitwear!

REMINDERS
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Spring Term Clubs

Please see the new club list that has been sent by email. A copy will also be
available on our website If you wish to sign up your child to any of the clubs you

will need to do so via the Arbor Parent App or Portal in the Activities section.
Access to this section will be opened up on the morning of Monday 05 January

2026. All clubs that are open for sign up and your child is eligible for will be listed.
 

As spaces can be limited please only sign your child up for a club that they are
interested in and can commit to attending each session and does not clash with

any other activity/club that they are taking part in.
 

The majority of Spring Term clubs start in the week commencing Monday 12
January 2026 and finish in the week ending Friday 27 March 2026 but please do

check the dates for yourself so you are aware of any variances. Information about
what dates each individual club will be running will be available on Arbor Parent
App. Most clubs will continue to run for the whole term so there will be no need

to sign up your child again after the half-term holiday.
 If you need help or have any queries about clubs please contact the school by

phone or email.
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On Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 26th November, Selwood Academy’s PE
Department hosted an exciting Interform Competition, bringing together pupils

from across the school for two lessons of teamwork, skill, and friendly rivalry. With
help from tutors, each form group was divided into three teams who then

competed in either benchball, tag rugby, or netball.
From the first whistle to the final point, pupils demonstrated outstanding attitude
and effort. It was fantastic to see everyone supporting one another, showing great
sportsmanship, and giving their very best in every game. We were also lucky with

the weather, which stayed dry.
All teams performed brilliantly, making the results very close. The final standings

will be revealed during the Year Group Rewards Assemblies at the end of term.
A huge thank you goes to all pupils who took part with such enthusiasm, and to the

staff and tutors who helped organise and run the event so smoothly.
Well done, everyone!

Interform

School NEWS
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ESFA County Qualifiers

On Monday 10th November, our Year 5 & 6 girls
travelled to Strode College to represent Selwood
Academy in the ESFA County Qualifiers. Despite
narrowly missing out on qualification, the girls

demonstrated excellent teamwork and skill,
scoring some incredible goals and winning two of

their matches. Well done!
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On Wednesday 26th, thirteen pupils from Years 7 and 8 travelled to Millfield
School to take part in the Mendip Schools Cross Country Championships. In the

weeks leading up to the event, we held a series of trials, and the top runners were
selected to represent Selwood.

All pupils performed fantastically well, with an impressive eleven qualifying to
represent Mendip Schools in the County Championships to be held in January — a
tremendous achievement! Our Year 8 pupils were also competing in the same age

category as Year 9s, making their qualification even more remarkable.
A special mention goes to Martha in Year 6, who bravely ran up a year group

against the Year 7s and finished an outstanding 4th.
Qualifiers for the county trials:
Year 7 girls: Martha, BB, Amelie

Year 7 boys: Leonardo, Tom, Sid, Josh, Aaron
Junior Girls: Eva

Junior Boys: Noah, Mykhailo
A massive well done to all who competed. You represented Selwood brilliantly, and

we are incredibly proud of your hard work and determination.

School NEWS
Cross Country Success
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Year 8 Football

On 3rd December our year 8 boys football team made the long trip to Wadham
school (near Yeovil) for our county cup match.

We arrived in good spirits and ready for the challenge. We won the toss and chose to
play down hill, the opposition were well organised and started well putting us under

pressure.
They scored an early goal, but we didn’t give up and grew in confidence. We managed

to get the ball forward quickly scoring the equaliser from a corner.
We went in level at the break after both teams scoring a second.

Unfortunately the opposition managed to outscore us in the second half and we
ended up losing the match 5-3, despite and late rally to come back.

The attitude of the team was fantastic and we never gave up.
Well done to all involved.
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We have had a really good rugby season so far.
The team have had 3 matches against Millfield, Clarendon and Kingdown.

The help from Paul Lovett from Frome RFC has given us consistency to train every Tuesday
and I have seen a remarkable improvement in both skill and commitment. We have also

welcomed some new players, which has boosted the squad.
Our first match of the season saw us beat a strong Millfield team. Our latest match saw us
travel to Clarendon. This was a tough Match where we ended up outscoring the opposition
5 tries to 4. We displayed some very good rugby, supporting each other and working to our

strengths.
On Tuesday 9th December, our year 8’s were supposed to travel to Kingdown, however the
weather got the better of the pitch and the opposition called the game off. We are hoping

to arrange year 8 and year 7 games against Kingdown in the new year.
I would like to say a big thankyou to all the players for their commitment to training and the
team. We will continue rugby club for year 7 and 8 on Tuesday after Christmas and Year’s 5

& 6 on Thursdays after Christmas.
Have a great Break!

Mr Hershbein

School NEWS
Year 8 Rugby Round Up
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Maths Update
Year 5 is moving forward in their 'operations' concept by learning the formal methods

for multiplication and division.
Year 6 has completed their block on measure and transformations and has now started

a key concept block on fractions.
Year 7 is completing their addition and subtraction concepts, with some groups having

successfully transitioned to multiplication and division.
Year 8 is completing their geometry concept, focusing on understanding straight-line

graphs in the form $y=mx+c$ and learning how to calculate the midpoints of line
segments.

Parent Challenge Questions: Christmas edition!
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A HUGE Thank You…
We are incredibly grateful to Chase de Vere
for their generous donation of laptops, pre-

installed with Windows 11, to our school.
This wonderful contribution will enhance

our students' learning experience and
provide valuable resources to support their

education. A special thank you to the
parent from Chase de Vere for facilitating
this kind and impactful gift. Together, we

continue to create an enriching
environment where every pupil can thrive

and let their light shine!

SCHOOL NEWS

Trampolining Success

Celebrating Carlia Gibb – Southwest
Veteran Champion!

Our very own Carlia Gibb took part in a
trampolining competition — and we’re

thrilled to share that she is now the
Southwest Veteran Champion!

This achievement is especially inspiring, as
it took real courage for Carlia to return to
trampolining after a long time away from
the sport. We are incredibly proud of her

determination, commitment, and positivity.
Carlia also shared her heartfelt gratitude

for the fantastic support from her coaches,
which has played a big part in her success.
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A huge congratulations to Carlia from all of us —
what an amazing accomplishment!
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Smartphone free childhood -Keeping children

happy

SCHOOL NEWS

We’re in the middle of a teenage mental health crisis. Teenagers are
experiencing far more instances of debilitating anxiety and depression.

Research shows that the earlier a child has a smartphone, and the more time
they spend on it, the worse the outcomes:

• Children with problematic use are 2× more likely to have anxiety and 3×
more likely to have depression1

• Five or more hours a day brings a 40% chance of clinical depression2.
• The average 13–15-year-old spends over 5 hours a day3 on their phone.

Platforms are designed to be addictive. Prepubescent children lack the brain
development needed to manage this, leaving them especially vulnerable.

Please think about the use of Smart phones with your child/children. If you wish to find
out more please follow the link

Smartphone free childhood
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Year 5 Nativity

Our Year 5 pupils delivered a truly
fantastic Nativity performance — they
let their light shine on stage, and we are
all incredibly proud of them! Their hard
work, confidence and joy made it a
wonderfully festive evening for
everyone.
A huge thank you to Lidl Frome and
Sainsbury’s Frome for their generous
donations of mince pies and mulled
wine, which added an extra touch of
Christmas cheer to the event. 
Well done, Year 5 — you were brilliant!
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Purple Elephant
Support Worker at
every session, with
activities provided!

FOOD AT FIVE

Fair Frome
Real People,RealProjects,RealDifference 

Fair Frome, Unit7, Longacre, Frome, BA11 4BG
Email:info@fairfrome.org / Mobile: 07714587129 / Landline 01373 488578

Charity no:1156185

Mondays-Key Centre, The Mount
Wednesdays-Frome Cricket Club
Thursdays- Trinity Church Hall

Hot freshly cooked meals served
with dessert at 5pm

Vegetarian and takeaways available
too (please bring containers)

Hot drinks available
Suggested donation: £1 per meal
Please contact us if you have any

dietary requirements 

Just turnup,everyone is
welcome!

We’re a

warm space

4:30pm-

6:30pm





Venue:The Key Centre, Frome, Somerset, BA11 5AJ

Dates:Mon 22 & Tue 23 Dec 2025 & Fri 2 Jan 2026

Times:9-3pm (9-1pm for 4 year olds)

Price:

Ages:
£22.82 9-3pm 9-1pm - £13.84 per day

4-11 

Additional info:**Sibling discount available**

your nearest multi-activity camp

please bringApacked lunch 
Plenty of water
Suitable clothingLoads of energy!

Our Holiday Camps keep children active,
safe, and entertained throughout the
school holidays. 

Join us this Winter as we offer a wide 
range of fun activities, including sports, 
performing arts, and games, all at great 
value. There’s something for every child to 
enjoy as they start 2026!

Book now for a holiday full of excitement!

treat your friends
to 20% off...and get
20% off too!

 *Ts&Csapply.ReferaFrienddiscountonnewbookings only. Based on over 20,000 reviews

camps are better
witH friends! 



Supporting My Child’s Emotional Wellbeing Through Creativity

Palmer Street, Frome | January - May
Does yourchildoftenseemanxious,distressedorunhappy?Are you 

 
looking for ways to support their emotional wellbeing at home?

 

Mondays | 4 – 5.30pm | 3 courses
 From 12 January 2026th

Learn, with yourchild, how to process and expressemotionsthrough various
forms of creativity. With an emphasis on self-directed creativity and non-

judgment, this course will teach you how to give your child the space and the
tools they need to explore their ownTo ep mlinoetions. This approach is particularly
beneficial for children who find it hard to communicate their feelings verbally.

•
•
•
•

For children aged 7 – 11
All materials will be provided
Children must be supervised at all times
Sign up online for a trial Starter course



Come along for a Christmas lunch and company
Take-aways and home deliveries also available

Everyone is welcome

This community event is funded by local donations and is free for guests,
but places must be pre-booked. Forms available at Frome Library.

01373 465418
fromechristmas@gmail.com

The Assembly Rooms | 11am- 2pm

Thursday 25 December






