What is Systematic Phonics?

The English language is very complex. Phonics is the method of teaching reading through the
identification of sounds and graphemes. All words are made up of sounds e.g. in ‘mat’ we have the

sounds ‘m’, ‘a’ ‘t’. A grapheme is another name for the letters we use to write the sound. We teach
phonics so that your children will have the tools to read any word.

In English, we have more than 150 ways to represent 44 sounds, using the 26 letters in the
alphabet. This means we have to group letters together to write some sounds e.g. ‘igh’. This
makes our language one of the most complex in the world! We use the word phoneme to describe
single sounds e.g. ‘s’ and ‘p’, diagraph to describe two letters put together to make a sound e.g.
‘ai’ and ‘ee’ and we use trigraph to describe when three letters are put together to make a sound,
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You may hear your child talking about ‘Fred the Frog'. He is a frog who can only speak in sounds
and we call this Fred Talk. For example, Fred wouldn’t say ‘lunch’ he would say ‘I-u-n-ch.

He helps children sound out words so they can read and spell. We encourage children to start
their reading by ‘Fred Talking’ the words, sounding them out and blending them together. We also
teach children to ‘Fred in their head’, which is when they say the sounds in a word in their head
before saying it aloud blended. Fred is also used when writing words, children sound out the
words they want to write on their ‘Fred Fingers’ before they commit it to the page.

Complex Speed Sounds

Consonant sounds
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Vs KW Prepare jor the Phanics Sereening Check?

Yes fully. RWI will support all children in preparation for the phonics screening check at the end of
Year 1. It will also continue to support children who retake the assessment in Year 2.
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