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Shavington Primary School
History Policy


Introduction

[bookmark: _Hlk63171919]At Shavington Primary School, we believe history should be concerned with stimulating pupil’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. We aim for pupils to develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. We teach pupils to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach the pupils to investigate these past events and, by so doing, develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem solving. 

The objectives of teaching history in our school are:
· Know and understand the history of this nation as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 
· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 
· Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 
·  Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
·  Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 
·  Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Intent
At Shavington Primary School we are INQUISITIVE historians.
We believe that the History curriculum should develop a child’s interest in his/her surroundings and the wider world and to encourage a curiosity about events and people from the past. We strive to ensure that when our pupils leave in Year 6, they are fully equipped with the necessary skills to become excellent historians in the future and have enhanced their understanding of historical sequence and cause and effect. Ultimately, we aim to provide children with a secure understanding of the link between past and present that will enable them to envision how their own actions will significantly impact the future of our world.
Implementation
During their time at Shavington Primary, pupils study the key topics listed within the National Curriculum. Using our centralised English scheme of ‘Pathways’, our history topics link with our class texts, where appropriate, allowing our children to ‘time-travel’ to a multitude of periods in history.
Although we teach history discretely, we aim to link historical learning to other foundation subjects and core subject topics as much as possible in order to encourage children to make cross-curricular links to deepen their understanding. We also ensure that crucial historical skills such as chronology and enquiry are deeply embedded within each topic that is taught. These essential skills are then built on as the children progress through each year group. 
As part of the planning process, teachers are expected to include the following:
· A cycle of lessons, which plans for progression and deeper understanding of the geographical skills covered.
· Opportunities for children to work practically as a means to illustrate historical knowledge.
· The ability for children to demonstrate an array of historical skills such as use of sources, timeline of events etc. 

By giving children access to a multitude of resources (eg, iPads, artefacts and photographs) and a ‘hands on’ approach, through field trips, residential visits, the use of role play and specialist visitors to school who share their enthusiasms and skills, we allow them to problem solve and risk take in order to complete a historical inquiry.  
Impact
As pupils conclude their time at Shavington Primary, we hope that they leave us having developed a true adoration for history and with a sound and secure knowledge of how past events have shaped the present. Having spent their formative years sharpening their chronological understanding and their ability to question, enquire and analyse, we hope that our pupils will become conscious adults, fully aware of their potential to make a positive impact on the world.

Curriculum Development, Organisation and Assessment

We follow the National Curriculum for history as the basis for our curriculum planning.  Our curriculum planning is in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short term).  Our long-term plan maps the history topics studied in each term during each key stage.  The subject leader devises this plan in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group.  We use the National Curriculum as the basis for our medium term plans.  This gives details of each unit and the objectives.  Each class teacher creates a plan for each lesson.  These plans list specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson.  The class teacher keeps these individual plans, and is able to discuss them with the history subject leader on an informal basis.

We plan the topics in history so that they build on prior learning.  Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and, through planned progression built into the scheme of work, we offer them an increasing challenge as they move up the school.

Early Years Foundation Stage (Understanding the World) 
Understanding the World is one of the seven areas of learning and development within the Early Years.  The area covers the subjects Geography, Science, DT, History, RE and ICT. This is a major area of learning and enquiry, focusing on children’s developing knowledge and understanding of their environment, other people and features of the natural and made world. It provides a foundation for historical, geographical, scientific and technological learning.

Key Stage 1 
Key Stage 1 focuses on developing pupil’s awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. Pupils should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and will make comparisons between ways of life in different time periods, using a wide vocabulary of historical terms. Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.  
Pupils should be taught about: 
  Changes within living memory 
  Events beyond living memory that are significant, nationally or globally 
  The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements 
  Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage 2 should continue to allow pupils to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate vocabulary, by addressing and devising historically valid questions about change, cause, effect and making comparisons. Pupils should understand that knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources and use these to create responses that involve well-organised, informed and thoughtful information. 
Pupils should be taught about: 
  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
  A local history study 
  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and an in-depth study of Ancient Egypt.
  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 
  A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history 

We assess work in history by making informal judgments as we observe the children during lessons.  Once the children complete a piece of work, we mark and comment as necessary.  Once they complete a whole unit, we make a summary judgment of the work of each pupil in relation to the objectives from the National Curriculum.  Each child will be working towards, working at or exceeding the expected level.  We use these judgments to plan future work with that pupil, to provide the basis for assessing the progress of the child, and to pass information on to the next teacher at the end of the year. 


Resources and access
As a school we make use of the Cheshire Library Education Service.  The Library Education Service provides learning materials and resources for each subject of National Curriculum.  Teachers can order resources online or visit the Library Education Centre to gain such resources.  

The school also has banks of technology including iPads and laptops that can be used by children for different historical tasks, and programs are used in line with this, for example, primary homework help as a source. 

Monitoring and Evaluation
The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of children’s work and quality of teaching in history.  The subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in their teaching, for being informed about current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and direction for history in the school.  The subject leader gives the head of school an annual summary that evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject, and indicates areas for further improvement.  We allocate time for reviewing samples of children’s work, visiting classes and other schools in the hub to observe teaching in history.
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