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Shaw CE Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-2025

	Date this summary was published
	July 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Natalie Burke

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Wiltshire Music Connect

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Rocksteady Music



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards our pupils can achieve.
At Shaw school we recognise and believe in the importance of music as a curriculum subject because of the positive impact that we know it can have on children’s lives. Whether singing together, listening to inspirational composers or composing a rhythmic rap, music draws on children’s human nature to engage in this expressive and creative art. We believe music education is based on the principle that it should be fun and engaging for all concerned, and that every child is a born musician. Music plays a role in every aspect of our lives, wherever and whoever we are. We are committed to ensuring that children understand the value and importance of music in the wider community, and that they can use their musical skills, knowledge and experiences to involve themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts. 
We are a church school with a values-based approach and an aspiration to encourage all children to ‘Let your light shine’ Matthew 5. At Shaw we embed the National Curriculum for Music aims and ensure pupils are taught to:
· Use their voices expressively 
· Play musical instruments with accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
· Improvise and compose music using common features such as pitch, tempo, dynamics and texture.  
· Improve aural memory and recognise instrument sounds  
· Appreciate and understand a wide variety of high-quality music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
By endorsing these aims, Shaw School children will experience a vibrant and exciting approach to experiencing music in many ways throughout their primary learning journey.
We promote 4 key values as our commitment to faithful living and to enable children to flourish – respect, courage, compassion and creativity. Interwoven through our music curriculum, these values encourage a love of learning about musical genres, a love of collaborative learning and a love of developing skills and knowledge specific to this subject.
At Shaw school we use the award-winning online music scheme - Charanga - to deliver the aims of the National Curriculum for music to all children from reception to year 6 on a weekly basis. Charanga’s English Model Music Curriculum Scheme is aligned with the National Curriculum for Music and the non-statutory Model Music Curriculum (MMC) Guidance published by the DfE in 2021.
This Scheme provides clearly-sequenced units and lessons with week-by-week support for each year group. There are lesson plans, assessment documentation, a clear learning progression, as well as engaging and exciting songs and resources to support every lesson. Key Learning and Outcomes with ‘I Can’ statements are provided to be used alongside assessment grids.
The scheme follows a spiral approach to musical learning, with children revisiting, building and extending their knowledge and skills incrementally. In this manner, their learning is consolidated and augmented, increasing musical confidence and enabling them to go further. Teachers can adapt their teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of the children they teach.

[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
At Shaw school peripatetic staff offer 1:1 and small group instrumental lessons which provide children with the opportunity to further develop their skills in music. Drums, piano, guitar, Ukelele and woodwind are currently on offer at the school delivered by staff associated with Wiltshire Music Connect. The music co-ordinator works closely with the peripatetic staff, children and parents to ensure that opportunities to learn are promoted and that children’s desires to become involved in music activities are granted. Demonstrations are arranged and given by the teachers to the whole school when promoting the opportunity for them to learn. To showcase the children’s commitment to instrument learning, we regularly provide opportunities for public performances in our school hall and in our local church. 
We are collaborating with Rocksteady Music who offer children lessons in ‘band’ formation – electric instruments are provided and taught to form rock bands. 
This pioneering child-led curriculum has been created from decades of experience of teaching in primary schools and covers vocals, keyboards, drums, electric guitar and bass. Lessons are designed to build on children’s individual learning and motivational style. One of the most exciting and innovative elements of the programme is that children will get to play real music, in their own band, from the very first lesson! The inclusive nature of the lessons means everyone can positively benefit, whatever their needs. Rocksteady is suitable for any child in mainstream education and our teachers regularly work with children who have complex needs. Rocksteady is the UK’s largest rock school, trusted by thousands of primary schools to deliver lessons to tens of thousands of children every week.
Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
In addition to their classroom music sessions and peripatetic lessons, children are exposed to an eclectic mix of music daily during our worship sessions. Staff who are musicians themselves provide live acoustic demonstration of music-making both on guitar and piano. Music is used to promote reflection and create a calm, respectful atmosphere. From Pachelbel to Paloma Faith, children hear music in their daily worship sessions (either recorded or performed on piano by staff musicians), as well as singing a repertoire of sacred and secular worship songs. We use ‘Out of the Ark’ singing resources to build a large repertoire of songs which are sung in worship both in school and in church. Engaging in a ‘whole school choir’ children reap the rewards of singing in unison and harmony and are taught to consider the elements of music required for performances such as tone, tempo and pitch. Singing worship is delivered weekly and is directed by the music co-ordinator who welcomes suggestions of new songs from children. 
To recognise and celebrate significant Christian festivals, children prepare and perform a chosen repertoire of songs at our local church – harvest, easter, advent and Christmas are all represented. 
Shaw school offers children the opportunity to join the school choir which attend Young Voices concerts in Birmingham each year. For 6 years consecutively, we have collaborated with thousands of other children from across the UK to form the world’s largest children’s choir. Not only does this provide a fantastic platform for singing but it also exposes the children to professional musicians and all the equipment/resources that are required for large scale public concerts. 
Regular performances to audiences around our local area brings together the community with our children at the heart of it – for example, a chamber choir visits a local retirement home each year and the school choir performed at a local supermarket. 
Children in reception perform a nativity each year learning songs to share as they recall the story of the birth of Jesus. Children in year 1 and year 2 collaborate to perform a Christmas musical each year using published schemes from either ‘Out of the Ark Music’ or Charanga. Children in years 5 and 6 also collaborate to perform an end of year show/musical in which solos and opportunities for public performance are promoted. 
Whenever possible, visiting artists are invited/booked to perform at school – in October 2024 we are hosting a children’s choir from Kenya – Destiny Africa. 

In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
The music co-ordinator would like to include additional opportunities for children to experience a diverse range of musical genres, styles and performances during their time at Shaw School.
For example:
· Plan an annual performance evening for children to showcase their instrumental or vocal achievements with the support and commitment from peripatetic staff
· Plan visits from world music groups e.g. Djembe drumming with accompanying workshops
The music co-ordinator would like to enhance the curriculum music provision to support teachers in the delivery of music lessons by:
· Planning a yearly overview for each year group to incorporate a balanced mix of the Charanga original and model music schemes as well as building in units which focus on instrumental technique
· Purchase more instruments so that whole class music allows an instrument per child
· Deliver CPD on assessment and production of evidence to ensure that music data across the school is accurate


Further information (optional)
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