Curriculum Intent
At Shaw Primary School, our Design & Technology curriculum develops pupils’ knowledge, skills, understanding and vocabulary so they can design, make and evaluate with increasing confidence and creativity.
Children build technical knowledge and secure subject‑specific vocabulary that enables them to talk about their ideas, explain their choices and reflect on their outcomes. Skills are taught progressively, allowing pupils to apply practical techniques with growing independence and accuracy.
Understanding is deepened through hands‑on learning, meaningful evaluation and real‑life contexts. Pupils learn to plan thoughtfully, test ideas, adapt their work and improve their designs—building resilience and problem‑solving abilities.
We make purposeful links with Maths, Science, Art and Computing so that children apply what they know across the curriculum. Engaging, theme‑based units capture pupils’ interests and show the real‑world relevance of D&T.
Cooking and nutrition are also essential elements of our curriculum. Children learn basic cooking skills, understand where food comes from and explore how to make healthy choices.
Curriculum Implementation
Christian Values:
Our D&T curriculum is rooted in Shaw’s Christian vision, enabling every child to shine brightly in learning in life to become the best version of themselves. Through the design, make and evaluate cycle, children develop practical life skills, creativity and problem‑solving.
Knowledge & Skills-Rich:
We follow the EYFS and National Curriculum, supported by clear progression of knowledge and skills. Learning builds year on year, with all units following the design → make → evaluate cycle. Design work is linked to real-life contexts; making involves choice, independence and safe tool use; evaluation focuses on comparing products to clear design criteria. Technical knowledge underpins every stage.
Oracy-Rich:
High-quality talk is woven throughout D&T. Teachers model accurate technical vocabulary and support children to explain choices, processes and evaluations confidently. Language is linked to real, meaningful contexts to deepen understanding.
Key Skills Developed:
· Sewing and textiles
· Cooking and nutrition
· Electrical and mechanical components
· Structures and using materials 
D&T will be taught weekly and in short blocks accordingly to timetabling across the school.
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By the end of their time at Shaw, pupils will leave as confident, creative and resourceful young designers who understand that problem‑solving, innovation and practical skills have an important place in their education and future lives.
· Use a wide range of tools, materials and equipment safely and effectively, demonstrating growing accuracy, independence and responsibility.
· Show creativity and originality when designing and making, applying their knowledge of structures, mechanisms, materials, electronics and food technology with increasing control and technical competence.
· Use key technical vocabulary accurately to explain, discuss and evaluate their ideas, products and the work of others—communicating like real designers, engineers and makers.
· Demonstrate a secure understanding of how products are developed, including the systems, forces, components and processes that make them work, and apply this understanding confidently in practical contexts.
· Solve problems with courage and resilience, testing, adapting and improving their work through thoughtful reflection and purposeful evaluation.
· Show appreciation and curiosity for design in the wider world, recognising how products influence daily life, reflect cultural diversity and respond to human needs and wants.
· Work constructively with others, using time well and contributing positively to collaborative projects, showing respect, perseverance and pride in shared outcomes.
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