
We kicked off the new term with an exciting residential trip to Braseide, giving our Year 6 students the
perfect opportunity to get to know each other and build strong team bonds as they begin their final year
in primary school. A fantastic time was had by all, even with a few late nights along the way!
A huge thank you to all the fabulous staff who accompanied the trip, your support and enthusiasm are
truly appreciated!

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome Back!

We have had a super start to the academic year. We have loved welcoming our new pupils and families to the
school community, it’s been fantastic getting to know you.

It’s been a busy few weeks, with everyone diving straight into learning. We've already had a packed calendar,
including class welcome events, our Harvest Festival, cross country event, teacher-parent consultations, the Year 6
residential, and school council elections.

It's shaping up to be an exciting and memorable year ahead!

Mrs Cowell 

Things to look forward to...

Start of Term 2 for children - 3  Novemberrd

Weight and height checks for Y6 and Reception pupils - 11  November  th

Individual School Photos -  11  November th

Children in Need - 14  Novemberth

Christmas School Pantomime - 2  Decembernd

Christmas Fair - 5  Decemberth

Non School Uniform Day - 5  Decemberth

Nursery Christmas performance (further details to follow) - 11  Decemberth

Reception Christmas performance (further details to follow) - 12  Decemberth

KS1 (Y1/Y2) Christmas performance (further details to follow) - 15  ,16  & 17  Decemberth th th

Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day - 19  Decemberth

Last day of Term 2 - 19  Decemberth
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING? 

We celebrated Harvest festival with a special
assembly to say thank you for all the food and goods
donated by our families for Swindon Food Bank. We
sang about ‘cauliflowers fluffy and cabbages green’
and celebrated the rich variety of healthy food that
grows on the land.
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Cross Country Success!

19 KS2 pupils represented Shaw Ridge at the annual cross country competition at Lydiard. 18 Schools
were represented and Shaw Ridge first in the Yr5/Yr6 girls competition. Yr5/Yr6 boys came 3  as did the
Yr3/Yr4  boys. Yr3/Yr4 girls came 4 . A special mention goes to Alex from Yr6 who was the overall
winner of the Yr5/Yr6 boys competition. Well done everyone!

rd

th

School Council

A big thank you to all the children who put themselves forward for the school council an shared their
wonderful ideas for improving our school through their manifesto posters. All of your ideas were heard.
The 16 pupils elected by their peers to form this years council received their certificates and badges
with pride. I look forward to working with them this year.

Looking for a place in F2 in September 2026?

To date we have hosted three school tours for parents who are looking for school places for their
children in reception/F2 from September 2026.  There is still time to book on the remaining scheduled
tours before the application closing date in January. Thursday 6   November at 9:30am & Tuesday 11
November at 2pm.

th th

Yoga

Loendra Sharma and Ashish Channawar spent a day with us running a yoga workshop with classes
from year 2 to year 6. Gentle exercise and breathing techniques helped the children to connect
with their bodies and practice calming meditation. Activities such as this, running alongside our
curriculum help to focus on the importance of good physical and mental health. 

The staff appreciated the afterschool session offered to them in lieu of a staff meeting - we all
need to ficus on our won well being occasionally in our busy lives!



Our Term 2 menus will remain the same as in Term 1 and will continue to rotate on a 3-week cycle throughout the term.

We’re also excited to be adding two special events: a Bonfire Night menu and our much-loved Christmas Dinner Day!
Please note that due to the popularity and busy nature of Christmas Dinner Day, we will unfortunately be unable to offer jacket potatoes or any
cold meal options on that day.

If your child has any dietary requirements, allergy information is available on request, please don't hesitate to get in touch with the school office.
Meal booking will open one week before the new term begins, so please ensure your selections are made in advance. We can not take bookings
on the day.

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will still receive free school meals under the Universal Free School Meal scheme. You may be entitled to
apply for free school meals for your children if you receive one of the following income-related benefits:

Income support
Income-based Job Seekers Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

Apply for free school meals here
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FOSR  Update – Exciting News!

Exciting News – Meet Our New Committee! 
We’re delighted to introduce the new committee for the 2025/2026 academic year!

A huge thank you to everyone who attended the AGM the other week. It was wonderful to see some new faces and feel the
positive energy in the room. With a fantastic team of enthusiastic and dedicated members, we’re excited for what promises
to be a brilliant year ahead.

Here’s your new committee:
Co-Chairs – Emily & Jane
Deputy Treasurer – Alan
Secretary – Kerry
Publicity Officer – Emily
Eco/Unity Garden Lead – Sarah
Disco Coordinator – Alan
Sponsorship & Raffle Coordinators – Hannah & Will
Volunteer Coordinator – Laura
Grant Coordinator – Abbie

We’re really looking forward to seeing what this dynamic team will achieve. Here’s to a successful and exciting year ahead! 

We’re already getting into the festive spirit and planning our Christmas Raffle, one of our biggest and most exciting events
of the year!  We’re currently seeking support from local businesses who would be willing to donate a prize to help make
this year’s raffle extra special.

If you or someone you know could help, we’d love to hear from you! Your support would be hugely appreciated and will go
a long way in supporting our school community. 
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