	[image: ]Sky Nursery Long Term Plan/Curriculum Map
2-year-olds and rising 3s
In the EYFS, planning is adjusted according to children’s interests, strengths and needs.
Throughout all learning, adults support the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning:
Playing and exploring • Active learning • Creating and thinking critically

	
	Autumn 1 – 7 weeks
	Autumn 2 – 8 weeks
	Spring 1 – 6 weeks
	Spring 2 – 6 weeks
	Summer 1 – 5 weeks
	Summer 2 – 7 weeks

	Possible Themes
	This is Me
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	Reach for the Stars
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	Cold as Ice
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	Here Comes the Sun
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	How Does Your Garden Grow?
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	When I Grow Up
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	The Big Question
	Who am I and who is special to me?
	Why do we have special times?
	What happens when it gets cold?
	What happens in our story?

	How can I help plants and animals?
	What can we find at the seaside?

	Key/Golden Vocabulary
	me
family
happy
sad
body
same
different
autumn
	leaf
light
dark
bright
journey
next
wrapped
special
	cold
warm
ice
melt
bird
feathers
winter
slippery
	story
character
first
next
end
spring
grow
surprise
	animal
plant
seed
water
grow
gentle
care
jungle
	sea
sand
shell
wave
job
healthy
change
butterfly

	Interests/Lines of Enquiry
Themes remain flexible so children’s needs and fascinations can flow through provision.
	Starting nursery
routines
family
feelings
body
senses
homes
autumn changes
	Light and dark
Bonfire Night
nursery rhymes
road safety
journeys
post
Christmas and other family celebrations
	Welcoming new children
winter
ice and snow
winter birds
warm clothing
pancakes
friendship
	Lunar New Year
World Book Day
favourite and magical stories
dinosaurs
frogs
spring
Mother’s Day
Easter
Eid al-Fitr
	Welcoming new children
pets
animal care
wild animals
plants and seeds
Eid al-Adha
	Caterpillars and butterflies
minibeasts
occupations
keeping healthy
growth
seaside
journeys
transition

	Awe, curiosity and wonder
	A basket of mirrors and family photographs
an autumn treasure trail
sound/smell/texture containers
a familiar-object mystery bag.
	Torch-lit dark den
overhead-projector colour play
a parcel or letter arrives
follow a short “train journey” through changing sensory scenes.
	Objects frozen in ice
frost hunt with magnifiers
bird-feeding observation station
“warm or cold?” sensory basket.
	A mysterious footprint
a story suitcase
a tiny door or trail
return often to a spring observation spot
storytelling
	Animal tracks to follow
seed “before and after” photographs
close observation with magnifiers
water a wilting plant and watch what follows.
	Caterpillars or repeated life-cycle observations
shell and seaweed curiosity collection
water-channel challenge
a suitcase packed for an imagined journey.

	Cultural capital and enrichment
	Explore the wider nursery, playground and hall
family photo display
lending library opens
local autumn walk
Harvest.
	Autumn Stay and Play/Nursery Rhyme Day
Christmas sing-along
baking
celebration crafts and family contributions.
	Big School Birdwatch
Ruby Robin Award
simple winter walk and observation revisit.
	World Book Day Stay and Play
family story sharing
local spring walk
celebration objects and music shared by families.
	Fur, Feather and Scales visit
gardening
family pet photographs
care for nursery plants.
	Occupation visitors
Summer Fair
Beach Party
visits to new room/adults
family transition sharing.

	Roleplay areas
	Family home / baby clinic
	Home / bakery / post office
	Cosy home / pancake café
	Story den / puppet theatre
	Pet home / animal-care area
	Ice-cream shop / travel corner

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Self-regulation

Managing Self

Building Relationships
	We will be learning to…

Play alongside others.
Use pronouns: me, you, I.
Respond to a few boundaries appropriately and follow nursery expectations.
Use words and gestures to communicate my needs.
Fully toilet trained in the day.
Take off own coat and put on own coat
	We will be learning to…

Play alongside others and able to share.
Access a range of continuous provision independently for short periods but increasing my concentration.
Respond to how others are feeling.
Take off and put on my own coat and attempt zip.
	We will be learning to…

Play co-operatively.
Demonstrate friendly behaviour.
Form good relationships with peers and adults.
Take turns and share.
Demonstrate awareness of similarities and differences (skin colour, gender etc)
Follow nursery expectations confidently.
Go to toilet independently, pull down and up

	Throughout the year we will…
Learn how we play and share together at nursery.
Play with toys to practice being a kind friend and helping others.
Listen to stories about happy, sad, and big feelings
Play fun games and take turns with friends.
Meet friendly people who visit our nursery.

	Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills
	We will be learning to…

Walk steadily and unaided, able to stop and start.
Climb using two feet to a step.
Picks up small objects between thumb and fingers.
Drink from a cup without a lid.
Use a spoon independently.
Copy lines and circles using gross motor movements.
Use scissors to snip card.
Hold mark making implement in palmar grasp and make marks
	We will be learning to…

Beginning to balance blocks to build a small tower.
Thread large beads onto a string independently.
Drink from a cup without spillage.
Use scissors with correct grip whilst moving them forwards across the paper.
Use my feet to push along on a sit and ride toy.
Climb with increasing confidence.
Begin to hold mark making implement with developing tripod grip
	We will be learning to…

Walk, run and jump with two feet together. Throw and catch a large ball.
Thread small objects.
Cut soft objects (food) purposefully with a knife.
Hold scissors correctly with increasing control e.g. to follow a line.
Pedal a trike using two feet.
Copy mark making patterns e.g. zig zag, lines, circles using a pen, pencil etc.

	Throughout the year we will…
Develop gross- and fine-motor strength through daily outdoor play, climbing, balancing, dancing, dough, construction and varied tools.
Build independence in dressing, handwashing, eating and toileting at each child’s developmental stage.

	Communication and Language

Listening, attention and understanding

Speaking
	We will be learning to…

Enjoys rhymes and demonstrates listening by joining in with actions or vocalisations.
Show understanding of a simple instruction (Go and get your coat).
Name everyday objects.
Name family members. Put two words together to communicate (Bye bye Mummy). 
Ask simple question “What’s that?”
	We will be learning to…

Join in with rhymes and familiar stories. Understand 200-500 words.
Beginning to link 3 or 4 words together. Understand a question/ instruction with 2 parts e.g. get your coat and stand at the door. Understand simple concepts: fast, slow, big little, in, out.
Talk in the present tense.

	We will be learning to…

Listen to a short story from beginning to end. Link 3 and 4 words together.
Stop what they are doing and listen to a speaker. Sing a favourite nursery rhyme or song.
Say my own name, age and gender.


	Throughout the year we will…
Enjoy daily fiction, non-fiction, rhymes and songs.
Develop vocabulary through high-quality back-and-forth interaction.
Revisit language across routines and play.
Adults comment, model, extend and give thinking time.

	Literacy

Quality texts / Book-led language
	Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?
Ten Little Fingers, Ten Little Toes
How Am I Feeling?
Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes
A Bit Lost
Meg and Mog

Intentional vocabulary:
me
family
happy
sad
body
same
different
autumn
	We're Going on a Leaf Hunt
Row, Row, Row Your Boat
WOW!
Said the Owl
Little Christmas Tree
The Train Ride
Dear Santa



Intentional vocabulary:
leaf
light
dark
bright
journey
next
wrapped
special
	Squirrels Snowman
That’s Not My Robin
Pip the Little Penguin
Toss a Pancake
Love Monster
familiar traditional tales




Intentional vocabulary:
cold
warm
ice
melt
bird
feathers
winter
slippery
	Lunar New Year texts
Whatever Next!
There’s a Dinosaur in Your Book
Five Little Speckled Frogs
Chick, Chick, Chick
favourite Shawclough stories


Intentional vocabulary: story
character
first
next
end
spring
grow
surprise
	Dear Zoo
Farmer Duck
Rosie’s Walk
Walking Through the Jungle
Jasper’s Beanstalk
Five Little Peas




Intentional vocabulary: animal
plant
seed
water
grow
gentle
care
jungle
	The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Wiggly Woo
I Want to Be
The Runaway Pea
seaside stories
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
The Train Ride


Intentional vocabulary:
sea
sand
shell
wave
job
healthy
change
butterfly

	Inclusive texts
Mirrors, windows and doors
	Families, skin, bodies and belonging
examples: Happy in Our Skin
So Much

	Family traditions and special times
inclusive Christmas and celebration texts
	Different ways bodies and minds experience the world
examples: Susan Laughs
We’re All Wonders
accessible picture books chosen for the cohort
	Stories from varied cultures and family traditions
include authors, illustrators and characters who widen children’s experience
	Caring roles without gender stereotypes
diverse animal and nature non-fiction
stories in which every child can see possibility
	Different families, homes, occupations and journeys
examples: The Everywhere Bear
Maisy Goes on Holiday
community photographs and stories

	Phase 1 foundations
Rhyme, sound play and phonological awareness
	We will be learning to…

Listen and join in with stories, songs and games.
Make sounds as I join in with stories and songs.
Match the sounds that I’ve heard with a picture.
Copy the sounds I’ve heard.
Name some animals/objects and make their sounds.
Take turns to explore different musical instruments.
Play instruments to make different sorts of sounds e.g. fast/slow/loud/quiet.
Match the way I play an instrument with a symbol or instruction.
I can name some instruments.
Clap a steady beast as I join in with musical activities

	Super Sounds Nursery Rhymes
	Open shut them
This is the way we wash our hands
If you’re happy and you know it.
	Row row row your boat
Twinkle Twinkle
Christmas songs
	I hear thunder
Humpty Dumpty
Pat a cake
	This little piggie
Baa baa black sheep
Incy Wincy
	The farmers in his den
Old Macdonald had a farm

	Round and round the garden
Ring a ring o roses


	Literacy

Comprehension

Word Reading 

Writing
	We will be learning to…

Develop a love of books, stories, rhymes and songs. 
Explore books by turning pages and looking at pictures. 
Join in with familiar songs, rhymes and repeated actions. 
Enjoy sharing books with adults.
Explore mark making using a range of tools and materials.

	We will be learning to…

Begin to choose favourite books and revisit familiar stories. 
Join in with repeated refrains and familiar phrases. 
Talk about pictures and familiar characters in books. 
Recognise that print carries meaning.
Use a range of mark-making tools to represent ideas and experiences.
	We will be learning to…

Retell familiar stories through play, puppets and small world. 
Handle books with care and increasing independence. 
Anticipate familiar words and phrases in stories and rhymes. 
Give meaning to their marks and talk about what they have created.
Begin to recognise their own name in meaningful contexts.

	Throughout the year we will…
Share and revisit favourite books
enjoy rhyme and sound play
use props and small world to retell
notice meaningful print
make purposeful marks.
Autumn Book of the Week golden words are taught through objects, actions, visuals, talk and play.

	Mathematics
White Rose Nursery foundations

















Maths Books

	We will be learning to…

White Rose Nursery blocks 1–4
Collect objects to compare amounts. Make simple comparisons of amounts.
Explore and play with shapes. Show interest in simple differences between shapes.
Listen to repeats in songs and stories
Start to join in songs with repeats
Hear some number names. Join in saying some number names.
	We will be learning to…

White Rose Nursery blocks 5–8
Model saying 1,2,3 in play. Copy the sequence of 1,2,3.
Notice images in books. Respond to “I see 1,2,3”.
Join in with repeated actions in songs. Join in with repeats in songs and stories. 
Respond to simple language of position. Arrange blocks in a chosen position. 

	We will be learning to…

White Rose Nursery blocks 9–12
Copy fingers to show 3. Show 1 finger when seeing 1 item in stories. 
Count out up to 3 objects from rhymes. Notice number symbols as labels. 
Talk about simple positions. Move into simple positions. 
Choose blocks to copy simple creations. Make simple line patterns with objects. 
	We will be learning to…

White Rose Nursery blocks 13–16
Take out 3 from a group. Give others 2 items. 
Make simple arrangements. Talk about arrangements. 
Say when there are 2 dots. Recognise 1 and 2 in different arrangements. 
Make collections of large objects the same. Recognise two collections are the same using large and small objects. 

	We will be learning to… 

White Rose Nursery blocks 17–20
Lead sequences and songs. Read on in familiar repeating stories. 
Match objects to pictures. Match objects to shadows. 
Make and talk about movement patterns. Talk about objects in patterns and arrangements. 
Play subitizing games. Copy sets of sounds. 

	We will be learning to…

White Rose Nursery blocks 21–24
Move props back from 5. Show fingers to 5. 
Notice and error in a pattern. Build constructions with simple enclosures. 
Verbally count to a given number. Label objects with numerals. 
Make the same set by matching. Match by type. 


	
	Little Red Riding Hood
Big and Small
Dig Dig Digging
Nursery Rhymes
	Rhymes
Each Peach Pear Plum
Brown Bear, Brown Bear
Duck in the Truck
	Fox’s Socks
Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Where’s Spot?
The Three Billy Goats Gruff
	Postman Bear
Humpty Dumpty
1, 2, 3 Black Dot
Hungry Caterpillar
	The Enormous Turnip
Shark in the Park
Hooray for Fish!
Hungry Caterpillar
	Five Little Peas
The Skipping Rope Snake
Little Dinosaurs
Farmer Duck

	Throughout the year we will…
Notice and use number, pattern, shape, measure and spatial language in routines, stories and play.
Revisit concepts with varied objects and contexts so understanding becomes secure and transferable.

	Understanding the World

Past and Present
People, Culture and Communities

The Natural World
	We will be learning to…

Talk about people who are special to them.
Explore their home, nursery and familiar environments.
Notice changes in the weather and autumn.
Show curiosity about natural materials such as leaves, sticks and conkers.
Begin to care for the world around them.
	We will be learning to…

Explore similarities and differences between animals, plants and everyday objects.
Notice signs of spring and changes in the natural world.
Talk about familiar occupations and people who help us.
Explore different materials, water, sand and natural resources.
Show interest in how things work through play
	We will be learning to…

Talk about past and present experiences using simple language.
Explore the outdoor environment with growing confidence and curiosity.
Observe living things and begin to care for them.
Recognise seasonal changes and talk about what they notice in summer.
Investigate, question and solve simple problems through hands-on exploration

	
	History: Who is in my family?
Geography: Where do I play at nursery?
Science: What can I see, hear, smell, taste and touch?
	History: What can we see in our family celebration photos?
Geography: Where does our journey go?
Science: What happens when I shine a torch?
	History: What did I wear when it was warm?
Geography: What is winter like outside?
Science: What happens to ice when it gets warm?
	History: Which story did we enjoy before?
Geography: Where does our story happen?
Science: What is changing outside in spring?
	History: How has our seed changed?
Geography: Where does this animal live?
Science: What does a plant or animal need?
	History: How have I grown since I started Sky?
Geography: What might we find at the seaside?
Science: What happens when I pour or mix sand and water?

	Throughout the year we will…
Observe the local natural world repeatedly
talk about families, communities and change
investigate materials and living things
use photographs, objects, maps and first-hand experiences to connect past, place and science.

	Expressive Arts and Design

Creating with Materials
Being Imaginative and Expressive
	We will be learning to…

Explore a range of creative materials using their senses.
Join in with familiar songs, nursery rhymes and action songs.
Explore marks using a variety of tools and media.
Enjoy imaginative play alongside adults and other children.
Explore construction materials and loose parts.
	We will be learning to…

Combine different materials and media to create simple models and pictures.
Move to music using different actions and respond to changes in tempo.
Experiment with colour, texture and pattern through open-ended art experiences.
Use props and small world resources to develop simple pretend play.
Build and create simple structures for a purpose.
	We will be learning to…

Select and use a range of materials to express their own ideas.
Sing familiar songs and use movement to express feelings.
Create with increasing purpose and talk about what they have made.
Develop imaginative play by acting out familiar experiences and stories.
Adapt and extend creations through construction, loose parts and junk modelling.

	
	Art: What colours and marks can I use?
DT: Can I build a home?
Music: Can I copy a sound or action?
	Art: What can I make with light and colour?
DT: Can I wrap and join things?
Music: Can I join in with a beat or rhyme?
	Art: What winter marks and textures can I make?
DT: Can I make a warm, cosy shelter?
Music: Can I make loud, quiet, fast and slow winter sounds?
	Art: What colours can I use for our story place?
DT: What can I build for a story friend?
Music: What sound can I make for this part of the story?
	Art: What patterns can I see on plants and animals?
DT: Can I make a safe home for an animal?
Music: Can I copy an animal sound?
	Art: Can I make wave, shell or butterfly patterns?
DT: Can I make something that floats?
Music: Can I make seaside sounds?

	Throughout the year we will…
Sing and move daily
explore instruments, colour, line, texture, form and joining
develop imaginative play
return to materials often enough to gain control and make increasingly intentional choices.

	Religious Education
(Following Rochdale’s Agreed Syllabus)
	Special stories and people
	Family special times and Christmas
	Special places and caring
	Spring celebrations and special people
	Our wonderful world
	Belonging and transition

	British Values
Where this might be seen in EYFS:
	We will be learning to…
Belonging, individual liberty and mutual respect: make choices, recognise each child’s uniqueness and learn “ready, respectful, safe” through warm routines.
	We will be learning to…
Mutual respect and tolerance: listen to families’ experiences, recognise that special times may look different and share resources fairly.
	We will be learning to…
Rule of law and mutual respect: agree gentle rules for birds and living things
notice others’ needs
celebrate helpfulness.
	We will be learning to…
Democracy and liberty: vote for a story, choose materials and respect different interpretations
value diverse celebrations and family experiences.
	We will be learning to…
Mutual respect and responsibility: create simple care rules together, share jobs and learn that living things must be treated kindly.
	We will be learning to…
Individual liberty and rule of law: choose roles and resources, recognise community helpers, learn simple road/water safety and celebrate every child’s progress.

	Throughout the year we will…
Make choices and express opinions
use simple voting and shared decisions
understand routines and rules that keep people safe
value varied families, cultures, faiths and beliefs
take turns, cooperate and care for others and the environment.

	Curriculum progression
	Sky: experience, notice, join in and name.
Reception endpoint: explain, reason, connect and apply.
	Sky: experience, notice, join in and name.
Reception endpoint: explain, reason, connect and apply.
	Sky: experience, notice, join in and name.
Reception endpoint: explain, reason, connect and apply.
	Sky: experience, notice, join in and name.
Reception endpoint: explain, reason, connect and apply.
	Sky: experience, notice, join in and name.
Reception endpoint: explain, reason, connect and apply.
	Sky: experience, notice, join in and name.
Reception endpoint: explain, reason, connect and apply.
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