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WHY DO WE NEED TO DO THIS?
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OFSTED’S REPORT INTO SEXUAL ABUSE IN SCHOOLS
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• Conducted in response to the ‘Everyone’s invited’ campaign

• Involved 32 schools and colleagues and 900 children and young 

people over the age of 13

• Children and young people were interviewed in separate gender 

groups

So what were the findings about children and young people’s 

experience?
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In the schools and colleges we visited, some teachers 
and leaders underestimated the scale of the problem. 

They either did not identify sexual harassment and 
sexualised language as problematic or they were 

unaware they were happening. They were dealing with 
incidents of sexual violence when they were made 

aware of them, and following statutory guidance. But 
professionals consistently underestimated the 

prevalence of online sexual abuse, even when there 
was a proactive whole-school approach to tackling 

sexual harassment and violence.



WHAT DOES THE REPORT SAY HAPPENS IN THE BEST SCHOOLS?
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• Create an environment where staff model respectful and appropriate behaviour, where 
children and young people are clear about what is acceptable and unacceptable behaviour, and 
where they are confident to ask for help and support when they need it.

• A ‘whole school’ approach to healthy relationships which is longer-term and involves young 
people in development and delivery.

• Emphasis is placed on respect and teaching about consent and healthy relationships is 
prioritised . Concepts were generally sequenced and interwoven in an ‘age and stage’ manner, 
allowing for content to be revisited and built on in further depth at appropriate points in 
children and young people’s learning. 

• Even in the strongest schools, some of the main weaknesses in the delivery of RSHE were linked 
to the lack of subject knowledge that teachers had on topics like consent, healthy relationships 
and sharing of sexual images.



CONSENT
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“No means, no!”

For our First Schools….

Personal space 
Touching
Game inclusion
Likes/dislikes
Individual tolerance
Pressure
Persuasion

Empowering children by respecting 
their choices and their right to say no….



CONSENT
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“No means, no!”
For our Middle 
Schools….

Recognising Consent
Your body, your choice.
Under pressure
Persuasion
Consent and law
Medical consent
FGM
Special friendships
Intimate relationships



WHAT DID OUT PUPIL VOICE 
INDICATE?
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11 October, 2022



WHAT DO OUR PARENTS 
WANT TO KNOW?
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WHAT NEW LEARNING DO 
WE ALL NEED TO EMBRACE?
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• Personal space
• Mutual respect
• Boundaries
• Acceptable/unacceptable touching
• Persuasion
• Peer Pressure
• Secrets and surprises


