THE LODGE May 2022

Issue 52

Message from the Head
Despite this being a short half term the schools have started to take advantage of the improving
weather and packed in an unbelievable number of events, visits and learning experiences.
Of note, some our primary students have spent a school week away at a Residential Outdoor
Activity Centre, The Brades football team have represented the Midlands Region at a National
football tournament, and students at both ends of the school have been taking part in National

Tests and a range of vocational accreditations.
As mentioned in the last newsletter, our residential provision was inspected between the 14th
and 16th of March. Over the 3 days the inspector spoke to staff, governors, students and
parents. In addition she reviewed a wide range of documents and followed a number of evidence
trails to inform the judgement. We are again thrilled to announce that we achieved
OUTSTANDING in all areas ! Specifically… The overall experiences and progress of children and
young people, taking into account: How well children and young people are helped and protected
and the effectiveness of leaders and managers. This is a brilliant outcome given the recent and
ongoing challenges the team have faced regarding the future funding of the provision.
The report is now available for viewing on the school and Ofsted's websites.
Plans to increase the number of places available at The Brades Lodge continue to progress,
however it is clear that a major build project will not be in place by September. As a result we
are working closely with the Local Authority and Academy Trust to provide an interim solution.
We will share the plans going forward as soon as they are finalised.
Have an amazing break !
Kids on a High !
A highly excited group of Shenstone Lodge students spent an
amazing 5 days at the Frank Chapman Outdoor Education Centre.
The group arrived on Monday 9th May and were quickly on task exploring the
area and getting involved in a range of team building exercises.
Over the week the children had the opportunity to push their limits, organising
themselves and their glamping pods as well as conquering climbing walls and water
walks. Given that this was the first time many of the students had been away
from home they all did extremely well. Luke said “ Although I missed being at home,
I loved the abseiling, the high ropes, the food and building a tower of crates which
we had to stand on .. I can t wait for the next trip !”

SPORTS NEWS
This half term has no doubt been the busiest we have ever had with regard to
sporting fixtures across the schools. Football, netball, cross country and basketball
have all been on the activity menu !
As mentioned in the previous newsletter the Brades football team were one of 5
representing the Midlands region in the National SEMH Schools Tournament. Teams from
across the country gathered at St Georges Park nr Burton (the training ground of the England
football team) to play off for the coveted Champions Trophy. Enduring torrential down pours
and high sunshine the boys faced tough opposition throughout, often facing teams playing older
and bigger students. Whilst the results generally didn’t go their way the boys tried really hard
and showed great resilience. They are already looking forward to taking part next
year and improving on their final league position of 10th.
The Shenstone students have also been in thick of it
over the last few weeks.
Students have represented the school in a local netball tournament, a football
match against Grove Vale Primary School and at a Cross Country running race
hosted by the prestigious Cathedral School in Lichfield. In every event they have tried hard and
displayed some fantastic sportsmanship. Jimmy said “It was great to run against other schools,
but it was really tiring !”
To top off the half term, parents and carers were invited in to school to
cheer the children on for our first Sports Day in years.
As well as the usual running, sack and relay races it was fantastic to see
so many children supported by family members and friends. On the day we
had 71 people on the site representing 64% of our children ! Thank you to
all those who could make it. We look forward to seeing you all again soon !

Not Just a Museum Visit !
On the 11th of May an excited group of students from the Brades were up early
to catch the train into London to visit the Science Museum. On arrival, the groups

first adventure was navigating the London Underground and catching the tube
trains to the Museum in South Kensington. Once in the museum the boys were
wowed by the range of exhibits and the history behind each of the unusual and
fascinating objects. Staff member Josie said “I loved seeing the boys out and
about, watching their reactions to all that London has to offer. I saw Some of
the boys conquer their fears of ordering their own food and others finding their
confidence to ask questions about what they were seeing, even when it is out of the
ordinary. A fantastic day out.” Omar said “ London was great, it was interesting to
see the urban landscape and big city life. It's Birmingham on another level. !”

Quiz Corner

Cheer Us Up Mr D !
Mr Daniel at the Brades Lodge is well known in school for

telling

the odd joke or two to raise a smile in the staff room before a hard
day at the ‘chalk face’ … Given the current state of the nation he
has kindly offered to share a few witty words to
keep us all going.. Thanks sir !

What do you call a fish wearing a bowtie?
Sofishticated.
Why can't a nose be 12 inches long? Because then it
would be a foot.
What does a lemon say when it answers the phone?

1. Who did Rangers play in
the Europa Cup Final 2022 ?
2. Can you name 3 sports
that are played on a court ?
3. What is the longest word
you can think of that has no
letter ‘O’ ?
4. What is special about the
members of the G7 ?

Yellow!

5. Why does a ’blood orange’
moon occur ?

What's the best smelling insect? A deodor-ant

6. What is a ‘dibber’ ?

Good to Know… Working with Families In Sandwell
Funded through Public Health England Better Mental Health, the
Parent Support Team are also inviting Sandwell parents to join

them for FREE Changes Play and Stay Sessions at Soft Play Centres. While the kids play and enjoy something to eat, parents/carers can join the structured group chat on topics like rules
and routines, getting ready to start school, supporting learning and

https://bookwhen.com/boo
k4changes

the challenges of being a parent. There are sessions for parents
with pre-school children and those with primary aged children too.
More dates /venues to follow.
Due to popular demand the Parent Support Team and Sandwell
Adult and Family Learning Service are offering expectant and new
parents living in Sandwell a free 2 hour Paediatric First Aid

https://bookwhen.com/boo
k4changes

Awareness Course. Places available in, May, June and July.
Men are being urged to join a mental health peer-to-peer support
group that runs on Wednesdays at Wednesbury Museum and Art
Gallery. Tough Enough To Care is free to join for men in Sandwell
aged 18 and over. The group meets every Wednesday evening,
from 7pm-9pm, for a sit down, a cuppa and a biscuit while men
discuss their mental health and support one another.

https://www.sandwell.gov.u
k/news/article/6400/men
_urged_to_join_mental_h
ealth_support_group_in_w
ednesbury

Knife Crime … No hiding from it !
Students from all year groups at The Brades Lodge attended a ‘Precious

Lives’ Workshop which was focussed around the consequences of knife
crime. Despite the subject being a difficult one, the visitor Gary Williams, delivered it in a way
that was easy to understand and remember. Gary shared his own experiences as a perpetrator of
knife crime, and explained the impact of his actions which really brought the message to life.
The pupils engaged beautifully and asked thought provoking questions throughout. Lets hope the
message got through !

A.O.B.


Parents and carers of students receiving Free School Meals , will receive their text
message/email on Monday 30th May providing them the link to access the supermarket

vouchers for the half term break . The amount due is £15.00.


The Brades Lodge are looking forward to welcoming Jess Millward after the half term who
will be joining the teaching team as an English Specialist. In addition we have permanently
employed Amber Patterson who has been successfully supporting the administration and
exam functions of the school for a number of months.



Shenstone Lodge is pleased to confirm that Lou Schwarz has successfully been appointed to a
full time post in the school, to work across all groups delivering music and PPA cover.

Diary Dates…

School Data Box 2020/21

Half Term 30th May –3rd June

Whole School Attendance for 2020 /21

school year :

Summer Term starts 6.6.22

85.7%

INSET DAY Friday July 1st

Attendance for 2021/22 Yr To Date 83.8%

Last Day of Term Wed 20th Jul
School Closes at 1pm

Days lost to Exclusion
2020/21 Yr To Date : 88

2021/22 Yr To Date : 81

STAY SAFE ONLINE

The internet can be a great resource for supporting safeguarding messages shared in school. If
you get a spare 15 minutes the following YouTube clip provides an excellent insight into ‘grooming’
processes and could really help if you have concerns about any child.

Alright Charlie CSE Resource KS2
Alright Charlie was produced for Yr 5 and 6 primary school children to
raise awareness of online safety and grooming. It is age appropriate,
gender neutral and accessible to both girls and boys. The resource has
been created and developed in consultation with professionals who
have considerable experience in the field of CSE and professionals ...
www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jm86h2tbLnk

