SHIRLEY W EEK L Y
& (OMMUNIGATIONS

Dear Pareats and Carerss (" School @@mmumi@&ﬂ News
Today marks the end of another wonderful year at SJS, and what SJS Library Competition
a year it has been! We are incredibly proud of all our pupils and
their many achievements, both in and out of school. From
becoming a TGMC Flagship School to sporting successes and

We are very excited to share
that our newly refurbished

fantastic musical performances such as Young Voices and the JEP library will be ready for our
Proms, there has been so much to celebrate. We would also like children to enjoy in

to thank you for your continued support throughout the year, September! To celebrate, we
whether attending school events or helping to raise money for launched our SJS Library

our school and other worthwhile causes. We are truly fortunate
to be part of such a strong and supportive community. On behalf
of everyone at SJS, we wish you and your families a wonderful
summer filled with fun, relaxation and special memories. We look
forward to welcoming you back in the new school year.

Have a fantastic summer! involved. We can't wait to see

Best Wishess Mrs Davie all of your fantastic entries!
Headteacher \_ -/

~

Competition today. Please
take a look at the flyer in this
newsletter for full details on

how your child can get
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Confirmed INSET Dates for 2026/27
« Tuesday 1* September
« Friday 2" October
« Monday 5" October
« Monday 4™ January- NEW DATE ADDED (this has been added by HAMWIC, our
academy trust)
« Monday 1 February

e Thursday 25" March /
. nd
\_ * Friday 2" July ._/
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Upcoming Evenbs
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22" July - Last day of Summer term u
1* September - Inset Day )
nd i - Xoooe, =
\2 September - First day of new academic year ) TG ‘PE 1 T&'




(OPAL- Outdoor Play and Learning

We are very excited to next year be launching a new play project to make our playtimes even better,
following a programme called OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning). Through this approach, we aim to
improve opportunities for physical activity, socialisation, cooperation, coordination, resilience,
creativity, imagination and enjoyment through improved play.

OPAL is based on the idea that, as well as learning through high-quality teaching, your children also
learn when they play. As 20% of their time in school is playtime, we want to make sure that this
amount of time is as good as possible. There are many proven benefits for schools that carry out
OPAL, such as more enjoyment of school, less teaching time lost to disputes between children,
fewer accidents and greatly improved behaviour.

To facilitate this project, we have already invested in many new resources, we are planning to move
some things around on the playground and require some loose parts. With the summer holidays
approaching, we wanted to share a list of resources that would be incredibly useful for our pupils. If
you're planning a clear-out at home, please consider setting aside any of the following items for us-
we would be very grateful for your support:

Laundry basket Cable Spools Wooden spoons Wheelbarrow Plastic crates
W i*‘ W % a We will be holding a collection
- - - week of these items beginning
D it C d wheel P C i
"BE g\a}w‘ e . 'm_ — Monday 28th September. Please
‘\ o8 m %l do not bring your donations in
Lego Small balls Scooter Plastic tubes Tarpaulin before thIS date as we WI” have
v 2 |
06 L ' Z‘ nowhere to store them. If objects
Beach spades Buckets Trowels Skateboard Ropes are rea”y |a rge, we W||| ensure
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4 ' y_ = ° S that there is someone available
Guttering Wooden planks Helmet Aprons Chalk to hElp you carry them into
| 1 & Z— | school.
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We will send out more information about the OPAL programme after the summer break, as well as
inviting you to a parent session later in the year when you will be invited to come and play alongside
your children! We are really excited about this project and hope that you will support us in our

efforts to improve playtimes for all children.
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