
 

MUSIC 
 

EYFS ELG 
ELG Being Imaginative and Expressive: Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with 

music.   

 

Singing 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will learn to sing in 
a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and 
following the melody. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

Vocabulary 

voice, timbre 
 
Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
dynamics and timbre. 

control, pitch, dynamics 
 
Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
dynamics, structure 

posture, diction, unison, rounds, pitch 
 
Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
dynamics, structure 

Sticky knowledge  

All children will: 
- I know how to ‘call and copy’ when singing. 
- I know some simple nursery rhymes. 
- I know how to sing a melody (tune). e.g. singing the melodic 
shape of familiar songs and internalising parts of simple songs. 

All children will: 
- I can join in with group singing. 
- I can say chants and rhymes. 

All children will: 
- I can sing unison songs with control and simple rounds with an 
awareness of how the part should fit. 
- I can sing with increasing awareness of pitch, demonstrating the 
shape of the melody. 

Key Songs and 
Rhymes 

Autumn 1: Twinkle Twinkle, Incy Wincy Spider, Wind the Bobbin 
Up, Row Row Row Your Boat, When Goldilocks went to the house 
of the bears, Heads Shoulders Knees and Toes, Hickory Dickory 
Dock 
Autumn 2: 5 little speckled frogs, 5 little ducks, 5 little monkeys, 5 
little fish, 5 little Autumn leaves 
Spring 1: The Wheels on the Bus, Row Row Row Your Boat, 
Humpty Dumpty, Ten in the Bed, Ten Green Bottles, Kung Hey Fat 
Choi 
Spring 2: Old Macdonald, Baa Baa Black Sheep, Mary had a little 
lamb, Farmer in the Den 
Summer 1: Please don’t squish me, I went to the cabbages, Incy 
Wincy Spider, There’s a worm at the bottom of the garden 
Summer 2: Miss Polly had a dolly, Mary Mary, I’m a little fish, 
Baby Shark, The Little Turtle Rhyme 

Autumn 1: March to the Steady Beat, Doctor Knickerbocker, Clap 
Your Hands and Stamp Your Feet 
Autumn 2: Doll on a Music Box, Wind Up Toy, Who’s Got the 
Teddy? 
Spring 1: Street Cries, The Market Song, What Can You See? 
Spring 2: The Lion Sleeps Tonight, The Elephant Goes Like This, 
Please Mr Lion It Looks Like Rain 
Summer 1: Sounds We Hear, I Like Noise and I Like Racket 
Summer 2: Selection of songs from ‘Minibeasts’ 

Autumn 1: Who’s Got the Wolf? The Orchestra Song 
Autumn 2: The Superhero Rap 
Spring 1: Chamniama Gogo, Che Che Kulay, A Keelie Mackolay 
Spring 2: Selection of songs from ‘The Great Fire of London’ 
Summer 1: Pirates Go Round the Sun, The Curse of Stokes Bay, 
When I Was One 
Summer 2: I am Going Up the Staircase, Upstairs Downstairs, 
Samba Scale 

 

Playing 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will have the 
opportunity to explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically. 

Vocabulary 

tapping, scraping, shaking 
 
Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, duration vocabulary.  

Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
duration, timbre, texture and structure. 

Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, duration, timbre, texture, notation and 
structure. 

Sticky Knowledge  

All children will: 
- I can hold and play an untuned instrument. 
e.g. tapping wood blocks, claves, triangles, boomwhackers... 
shaking bells, shakers… beginning to play these independently in 
BBT as well as in adult guided time, and to accompany a piece of 
recorded music (such as Nativity songs). 
 

All children will: 
- I can hold and play a range of percussion instruments. 
- I can play tuned and untuned instruments and experiment with 
sounds, timbre and melody. 
- I can perform using simple graphic notation. 

All children will:, 
- I can play simple patterns on tuned percussion instruments with 
increasing control. 
- I can play tuned and untuned instruments with a sense of tempo 
and dynamics. 
- I can perform using graphic notation and other simple notations. 
 



NB: Identical font colours in a column indicates an objective that is built on in a proceeding year group.  Objectives in black are standalone 
 

 

Composition and 
Improvisation 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will have the 
opportunity to explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary 
Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: timbre, 
duration, dynamics. 

Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, duration, structure, notation. 

Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, duration, structure, notation, texture. 

Sticky Knowledge 

All children will: 
- I know that different objects can make different sounds. 
- I know how to express myself using a range of instruments. 
e.g. exploring instruments and their sounds in BBT as well as in 
adult guided time,  allowing children to create their own music, 
choosing appropriate instruments and sounds to match a story 
such as ‘Bear Hunt’, or to represent different feelings such as in 
‘The mood monster’. 

All children will: 
- I can experiment with tuned and untuned instruments. 
- I can create and choose sounds in response to given starting 
points. 
- I can create simple representations and short pieces using tuned 
and untuned percussion. 
- I can use simple symbols to represent sounds. 

All children will: 
- I can experiment with tuned and untuned instruments, 
improvising with a theme in mind. 
- I can create short sequences of sounds in response to a given 
starting point. 
- I can create simple soundscapes for intended effect. 
- I can use simple symbols to represent sounds. 
 

 

Listening  

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will learn to listen 
attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their 
feelings and responses. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music. 

Vocabulary 
Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: timbre, 
pitch, dynamics 

Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, duration 

Focus on vocabulary from the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, duration, texture 

Sticky Knowledge 

All children will: 
- I can listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing 
my feelings and responses.  
e.g. listening to music from different places in the world such as 
at Diwali and Chinese New Year, talking about what they notice 
about how pieces of music change and what they like/dislike, 
listening to live music performances such as Jim from World 
Music Workshops and the pantomime, opportunities for 
movement to music through daily movement breaks and through 
Physical Development sessions. 

All children will: 
- I can listen to a range of recorded pieces and identify the key 
instruments. 
- I can identify changes in music and respond with movement. 
- I can listen to my own performances and give feedback. 

All children will: 
- I can listen to a range of high-quality recorded music, identifying 
changes in pitch, dynamics and tempo, leading to an 
understanding of the effect these changes have on the piece 
itself.  
- I can listen to my own compositions and that of others and 
suggest improvements. 

 

Pitch and Harmony 
(how high or low 

the sound is) 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will learn to sing in 
a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and 
following the melody. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary high, low Low, middle, high, pitch, getting higher, getting lower 

Sticky Knowledge 

All children will: 
- I can sing in a group or on my own, increasingly matching the 
pitch and following the melody (focus on exploring and 
responding to high and low sounds). 
e.g. playing pitch-matching games, humming or singing short 
phrases for children to copy. Use songs with and without words – 
children may pitch match more easily with sounds like ‘ba’. 
Singing call-and-response songs, so that children can echo 
phrases of songs you sing. Introduce new songs gradually and 
repeat them regularly. Sing slowly, so that children can listen to 
the words and the melody of the song.  

All children will: 
- I know that sounds can be high and low. 
- I can recognise changes in pitch. 
 

All children will: 
- I can identify changes in pitch. 
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Tempo  
(the speed of the 

sound)  

 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will have the 
opportunity to explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary fast, slow Fast, slow, getting faster, getting slower 

Sticky Knowledge 

All children will: 
- I can explore and engage in music making, performing solo or in 
groups (focus on keeping a steady beat and exploring and 
responding to long and short sounds). 
e.g. tapping rhythms such as syllables of names, and to 
accompany words such as names, objects, animals and song 
lyrics, using body percussion skills and untuned percussion to 
keep a steady beat. 

All children will: 
- I know that sounds can be fast and slow. 
- I can recognise changes in tempo. 

All children will: 
- I can identify changes in tempo. 
- I can recognise gradual changes in tempo. 
 

 

Dynamics  
(the volume of the 

sound) 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will have the 
opportunity to explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary loud, quiet loud, quiet, crescendo, diminuendo 

Sticky Knowledge 

All children will: 
- I can explore and engage in music making, performing solo or in 
groups (focus on exploring and responding to loud and quiet 
sounds). 
e.g. using body percussion and untuned percussion to tap 
different volumes of sound, playing music with a pulse for 
children to move in time with and responding to changes in 
volume, e.g. jump when the sound gets louder. 

All children will: 
- I know that sounds can be loud and quiet. 
- I can recognise changes in dynamics. 
 

All children will: 
- I can identify changes in dynamics. 
- I can recognise gradual changes in dynamics. 
 
 

 

Duration 
(the length of the 

sound)  

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will have the 
opportunity to explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary long, short long sounds, short sounds, pulse, rhythm 

Sticky Knowledge 

All children will: 
- I can explore and engage in music making, performing solo or in 
groups (focus on exploring and responding to long and short 
sounds). 
 
e.g. responding to the pulse of the music (march to the beat, run 
to the beat). 

All children will: 
- I know that sounds can be long and short. 
- I can recognise long and short sounds. 
 

All children will: 
- I know that the pulse is the steady beat of the music. 
 

 

Structure  
(how the music is 

organised) 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

 NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary 
 

Verse, chorus, call and response, repeat, arrange 



NB: Identical font colours in a column indicates an objective that is built on in a proceeding year group.  Objectives in black are standalone 
 

Sticky Knowledge 
 All children will: 

- I know that sounds can be organised into simple patterns. 
 

All children will: 
- I can recognise different forms of repeating patterns including 
verse/chorus/verse/chorus. 

 

Timbre  
(the sound quality 
of an instrument)  

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will have the 
opportunity to explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary 
voice Orchestra, instrument, tapping, scraping, shaking, string, 

woodwind, percussion, brass 

Legato, staccato 

Sticky Knowledge 

All children will: 
- I can explore and engage in music making, performing solo or in 
groups (focus on exploring different sounds with voices). 
 
e.g. singing in different voices e.g. the voice of a witch, the voice 
of a mouse. 

All children will: 
- I know that voices, instruments and sound makers can make 
different types of sound. 
 

All children will: 
- I can identify different instruments and group them into family 
sounds. 
- I can recognise when composers have changed timbres. 
 

 

Texture  
(how many layers 
of sounds you can 

hear) 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

 NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary  separate, together layers 

Sticky Knowledge 

 All children will: 
- I know that sounds can be made separately or together. 

All children will: 
- I understand that texture is how sounds are played together. 

 

 

Notation  
(how musical ideas 
are written down) 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Development Matters: Children in Reception will have the 
opportunity to explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

NC: Pupils should be taught to experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Vocabulary  high, low, middle word rhythm 

Sticky Knowledge 

All children will: 
- I can follow pictorial notation to tap out a rhythm. 
e.g. following images that show different body percussion 
movements to create patterns and rhythms, using untuned 
percussion to follow simple pictorial notation. Mark-making to 
respond to sound. 
 

All children will: 
- I know that simple symbols can represent sounds. 
- I know that syllables of words can be used to create simple 
rhythms. 
- I know that low, middle and high sounds can be represented by 
dots which are low, middle and high on a page. 

All children will: 
- I can recognise simple dot notation and match it to pitches. 
- I know that dots can be used to represent syllables in a word. 
- I know that the inter-related dimensions can be shown through 
symbols. 

 


