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Music Development Plan


	Vision and Intent
At Sholing Junior School, we believe music is a creative and enjoyable subject that also challenges pupils academically. Music plays an important role in helping children feel part of a community, while offering opportunities for self-expression and collaboration. Children are given exciting opportunities to sing, make music and respond to live or recorded music within their learning environments. They learn to develop their singing skills and to play a wide range of tuned and untuned classroom percussion instruments as well as recorders, ukuleles and mini steel pans, working towards final performances and recordings. They create their own music, from different stimuli including art, stories and musical starting points and learn to be reflective composers, who can edit and improve their work. They listen to a wide range of music from different times, places and cultures, learning to respond physically and through developing musical vocabulary.

We are committed to delivering a music curriculum that is engaging, inclusive, and inspiring, underpinned by our core values:
· Kindness – through collaborative music-making and respectful listening to each other’s ideas.
· Curiosity – by exploring different genres, instruments, and cultures, encouraging children to ask questions and discover new sounds.
· Success – by building confidence through performance opportunities and celebrating progress in musical skills.
We nurture creativity, build self-confidence, and celebrate achievement. At the same time, we help pupils develop a lifelong love of music and the ability to reach their full potential as musicians.














	
	What do we already include in our provision? 
	What do we want to achieve next?

	Curriculum 
What our pupils are taught
	High-quality weekly music lessons In Years 4, 5 and 6, we have stopped using a bought scheme and this year the children are taught one music topic per term, with planning and overview designed by a specialist music teacher from Southampton and IOW Music Hub.

	At Sholing Junior School, Year 3 children take part in In2Music (Southampton Music Hub) lessons throughout the year. They begin with introductory taster lessons in clarinet, tenor horn and violin. The children then choose which instrument they would like to continue learning, culminating in a performance for parents.

In Years 4, 5 and 6, we have stopped using a bought scheme and this year the children are taught one music topic per term, with planning and overview designed by a specialist music teacher from Southampton and IOW Music Hub.


	We will increase our curriculum to include a music topic every half term. With the increase in lessons, the children will have the greater chance to play a variety of instruments, which will develop their musical understanding. Over the four years, they will revisit drumming techniques and will learn to play by following rhythmic notation, as well as improvising, composing and notating their own pieces. They will become proficient in using tuned percussion instruments, learning to play with the correct two-handed technique, reading and playing simple melodies, and composing their own.
In Years 5 and 6, the children will choose, order and manipulate sound, composing a piece of music using the programme GarageBand. Year 3 will have a term of learning to play the recorder, culminating in a concert for parents. They will also learn to play simple chords on ukuleles, which will be used to accompany singing.
All instrumental learning will be based on incremental steps so that the children will continually revisit their learning and build on it, gradually gaining confidence and fluency. The children will follow a listening programme during their class music lessons, which will introduce them to a wide range of music from different times, genres and places.
In Year 3, pupils focus on simple rhythms, composing music, learning to control the sound of 4 notes on the recorder as well as doing lessons on tuned percussion and the basic finger positions playing the ukelele. 
In Year 4, pupils focus on different styles of music and their origins, explore sound using tuned and untuned percussion instruments, and learn about orchestras.
In Year 5, pupils develop skills in layered rhythms, learn about musical structures, and follow different notations on the drums.
In Year 6, pupils enhance their rhythm skills through body percussion and beatboxing, explore music from the Second World War, and layer rhythms and melodies in Latin American music.



	
	Vocal Development
	As well as singing in curriculum music lessons, children in KS2 have a dedicated singing assembly slot every week. The children learn a variety of songs – some that link to the school values and the yearly cycle of festivals, some for fun and some for events.
	

	
	Resources
	As a school we are building our resources for music. We have a dedicated Music Room which is used throughout the week for curriculum music lessons, and peripatetic lessons. 


There is a large array of handheld percussion instruments, kept in clearly labelled drawers so that the children can access them easily. We have enough glockenspiels for pairs to share and keyboards are available. We have a class set of lollipop drums; we borrow a class set of ukuleles and a year group set of recorders. There is a piano and keyboards with floor space to allow the classes to work in different groupings. We have an interactive whiteboard for the lesson.
	We are replacing our glockenspiels to enable more children to have access to resources.

	
	Parental involvement
	We provide opportunities for the children to share their musical experiences with parents during their time at school. In KS2 each year group performs at a Winter Celebration Assembly. There are also various concerts for instrumental players. Y6 have a leavers’ show in July. 

Parents are invited to the Year 3 concert at the end of Summer term once the children have learnt an instrument with a specialist teacher for a year.
	Our Year Three children will use their term of learning recorder to work towards a final concert for parents at the end of Spring term.

Our Year Four children will use their term of learning ukelele to work towards a final concert for parents at the end of Summer half-term.


Ensure that parents are invited into schools for events that include music. 




	
	Transition
	With our links to the Infant School, we are able to encourage peripatetic lessons to continue in the Junior School.


	Look at Year 7 transitions to help the continued teaching in secondary school.

	Co-Curricular Music 
	Other musical opportunities in school Instrumental Learning
	We currently offer peripatetic lessons in strings, brass and woodwind, with a wide variety of instruments available for pupils to learn. Teaching is provided by Southampton and IOW Music. To keep costs as low as possible, we aim to have no less than four children in a 20-minute lesson. Children who receive the Pupil Premium pay a smaller annual charge for their lessons. The charge to parents for children who do not receive the Pupil Premium is calculated annually once we get our costs through from Southampton and IOW Music and usually includes a small yearly rise. We have a good continuation rate for instrumental learning from the infants school and from Year 3 children doing In2Music lessons.

	We are exploring with the parents, widening the choice of peripatetic lessons to include keyboard.



	
	Vocal opportunities
	Many children want to be part of our school choir (running when an event is coming up) and we do not audition. Anyone who loves singing can be part of choir. The choir is an afterschool club and also rehearsing at lunchtimes.

We usually have several opportunities to take part in performances throughout the year.  Such as a Christmas Festival Concert event organised by Southampton and Isle of Wight Music Hub and Young Voices in the O2 Arena

We like the children to make a commitment to choir, so after the first couple of rehearsals each term, we expect them to keep coming every week.

	We will continue to provide opportunities for choir to sing at events within the community. 



	
	School Orchestra
	While we do not currently have a school orchestra, our peripatetic music teachers encourage pupils to participate in orchestras organised by the Southampton and Isle of Wight Music Hub.

	We are exploring starting a school orchestra.

We would like to build in some opportunities for the orchestra to play to different year groups in the school, through assemblies, so that other children become aware of the opportunity to learn instruments and to be part of a school group.

	
	Enrichment
	Annual instrumental concerts (usually at the end of June/beginning of July).


	Allow opportunities for our school orchestra to perform to different year groups within school.



	Leadership How is Music led and managed? 
	Executive Head and Governors
	We have a very supportive Executive Head and Governors who believe in the power and value of music education and its ability to change lives. They choose to fund music specialist teachers to directly impact children and their musical learning and run extra-curricular activities. Enabling our school to use Pupil Premium funding to support instrumental learning.

	

	
	Music Leaders
	The current Music Lead has been in post for just under two years. During this time, an audit of resources, better organisation and review of the delivery of music within Year 3 has taken place. As a result, the implemented changes to the way lessons are taught, has enabled pupils to spend more time learning an instrument. This has increased opportunities for children to develop their musical skills and the potential to encourage greater uptake of peripatetic music lessons in subsequent years.
Support has been given with a specialist music leader (who also works for Southampton and IOW Music Hub), who has shared curriculum documents and planning. This has provided valuable guidance and enabled the school to adapt and refine our music curriculum to reflect the instruments available within our school and our current provision. 


	A new music lead will continue with the subject.

To continue to build up the skills of teachers to deliver lessons by giving training for teachers on percussion and recorders.

	
	Pupils
	Currently every child is receiving a dedicated music lesson every week, for 3 half-terms. It is important that music is accessible to all, and we ensure that the curriculum is broken into small incremental steps so that everyone can succeed. Our choir is popular, and children are willing to give up their own time after school and at lunchtimes to attend. 
	Pupil Voice to be used for decision making in the future.

Orchestra to be put in place for pupils for extend their experiences.

	Communities and Partnership.

How is music at Sholing Junior School shared with others?
	
	Good relationship with Southampton and Isle of Wight Music Hub (SIOW Hub) – They provide our In2Music and peripatetic teaching. We involve our pupils in their events where possible. Pupils are encouraged to join their ensembles. 

Parents and families – Parents and families are encouraged to attend musical events in schools and are very supportive of music in school.
	Build our school’s relationship further with other Trust schools to meet regularly and be part of planning and putting on a large-scale concert every two years with massed choirs and orchestras.
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