
 

Year Group: 

Reception 

Autumn 1 
8 weeks 

Autumn 2 
7 weeks 

Spring 1 
6 weeks 

Spring 2 
4 weeks 

Summer 1 
8 weeks 

Summer 2 
7 weeks 

Topic Bears Bears Bears Celebrations Around the 

World 

Aliens in Space Under the sea Where we live Pirates 

PSED Making relationships.  
 

Including others in 
play.  

 
Looking after 
animals/ pets.  

 

Similarities and 
differences to people.  

 
Exploring new activities, 
confident to speak in a 

group.  

Managing feelings and 
behaviour.  

 
Talk about ideas. When 
we do and don’t need 

help.  

Managing feelings 
and behaviour  

 
Talk about 

behaviour and its 
consequences.  

Self confidence and 
awareness  

 
Problem solving 
without an adult.  

 
Discussing us as a 

baby/ us now.  

Self confidence 
and self 

awareness.  
 

Discussing 
transition and 

possible 
changes.   

C and L Listening to others 
and responding.  

 
Sharing adventures 

with their teddy 
bears.  

Anticipating key events 
and story structures.  

Re-telling stories/ 
developing narratives.  

Past and present 
discussions.  

 
 

Joining in with 
repeated refrains. 

Answering how 
and why 

questions.  

PD Using balancing 
jumping and climbing 

equipment.  
 

Throwing and 
catching 

 
Good hygiene.  

Healthy eating- fruit salad 
making. importance of 

eating variety.  
 

Travelling safely ( using 
tunnel)  

 
Scissor work 

Ball skills  
 
 

Under the sea 
dancing/ 

movements.  
 

Parachute games/ 
making waves.  

Balls skills  
 

Healthy Eating  

Following 
Instructions 

 
Running races/ turn 

taking.  
 
 



Literacy 
 

We’re  going on a  
bear hunt 

 
Whatever Next 

 
Phase 2 – set 2, 3, 4 & 5 

Handa’s Surprise  
 

Runaway Wok 
 

Phase 3 – set 6, 7, consonant/ 
vowel digraphs,  

Beegu 
 

How to catch a star 
 

Blend and segment CVC words 
using phase 2/3.  

Rainbow Fish 
 

Tiddler  
 

Consonant digraphs 
 

Three Little Pigs 
 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

 
Consonant 

digraphs/trigraphs 
Spelling : CVC, CVCC, 

CCVC 

Meet the Pirates 
Poem  

 
Kassim & the 

Greedy Pirate’s 
Treasure 

 
Reading 2 syllable 

words 
Reading and writing 

sentences Phase 
2/3/4 

Mathematics 
Maths Mastery 

Early mathematical 
experiences 

Pattern and early 
number 

Numbers within 6 

Addition and Subtraction 
within 6 

Measures: Length 
Shape and Sorting 
Calendar and Time  
Numbers within 10 

 
Addition and Subtraction 

within 10 
Numbers within 15 

 Grouping and Sharing 

 
Numbers within 20 

Double and Half 
Shape and Pattern  

 
Addition and 
Subtraction 

Money 
 Measures 

 
Depth of 

numbers within 
20 

Numbers beyond 
20 

  

UW South Pole; Polar 
Bears - making snow  

  
Climates 

Ice cubes- exploring 
changes.  

 
Non-fiction/ Fact 
files- pictures of 

Bears.  
 
 

Chinese New Year , Diwali, 
Chanukah and Christmas.  

 
Kenya and comparing 

countries.  
 

Food tasting - fruits and 
spices.  

 
People of colour- Nelson 
Mandela/ Mary Seacole. - 

simple biographies.  

Astronauts- then and 
now/ link to focus on 

occupations.  
  

Planets  
 

Investigating light  
 
 

Different types of 
fish.  

 
Water pollution/ 

rubbish- Eco 
Warriors.  

 
 

Maps 
 

Bee- bots 
 

Materials- changes. 
 

Plants and different 
types of beans. ( link 

to seasons)  
 

Growing up- 
occupations.  

Floating and 
Sinking 

 
Map skills.  

 
Computer skills/ 
Mr Men profiles.  

 

EAD Autumn 
pictures/exploring 

seasons- colour 
mixing 

 

African  musical 
instruments and patterns 

of rhythm 
 

Fruit salad making  

Planets - songs and 
decorating.  

 

Making fish  
 

Making 
environments  

 

House making/ 
different materials 

and acting out story 
of TLP 

 

Boat making and 
painting 

 
Telescopes 

 

https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/unit-1-early-mathematical-experiences
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/unit-1-early-mathematical-experiences
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-2-pattern-and-early-number-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-2-pattern-and-early-number-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-3-numbers-within-6-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-4-addition-and-subtraction-within-6-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-4-addition-and-subtraction-within-6-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-5-measure-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-6-shape-and-sorting-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-7-calendar-and-time-5-lessons-1
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-8-numbers-within-10-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-9-addition-and-subtraction-within-10-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-9-addition-and-subtraction-within-10-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-10-numbers-within-15-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-11-grouping-and-sharing-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-12-numbers-within-20-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-13-double-and-half-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-14-shape-and-pattern-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-15-addition-and-subtraction-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-15-addition-and-subtraction-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-16-money-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-17-measures-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-18-depth-of-numbers-within-20-7-activities
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-18-depth-of-numbers-within-20-7-activities
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-18-depth-of-numbers-within-20-7-activities
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-19-numbers-beyond-20-5-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/reception/units/unit-19-numbers-beyond-20-5-lessons


Teddy Bears picnic 
song/ making 

sandwiches/making 
cookies. 

 
Bear stamping 

Bear house making  

 
Making drums 

Mixing colours and 
powder paint to create 

aliens. 
 
 
 
 
 

Music, rhythm and 
tempo- under the 

sea music. 

Role playing 
traditional stories.  

 
Exploring familiar 

characters and songs.  
 
 

Exploring 
materials to 

make parrots. 
 

Pirate dress up 
day 

 


