
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Home Learning Challenges! 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the February edition of our Rotherham CU Passport Activity Newsletter. We’ll be 
publishing a CU Passport Activity Newsletter just before each school holiday, packed full  
of fun activities and ideas to keep you busy – in this version, you can find science, pottery,  
dragons and birds, stories, music and even a hospital to take your teddy bears to! 
 
In our newsletters, you’ll find activities taking place across the town in the school holidays – and if  
your child has a Passport to Learning, they’ll be able to earn CU credits for taking part in all of them!  Some of the 
activities are FREE while some will need to be paid for, and some require booking in advance.  We would  
always recommend contacting the Learning Destination (approved activity provider) before making a special 
journey to join them, and you can find contact details of ALL of our Learning Destinations here: 
www.childrensuniversity.co.uk    
 
During 2020 and 2021, our friends at Sheffield CU published daily CU Home Learning Challenges and reached 98 of 
them by the end of the school year! We’ll be sharing a selection of them in these newsletters, so why not have a 
go at completing them at home? You’ll need to take your work into your school to show the staff, and why not tell 
that about all the things you learned, and how you developed a range of skills by completing the challenges? 
They’ll give you an activity stamp code so you can enter it onto CU Online and claim your CU credits towards your 
next award.  
 
If you see challenges published by other CUs, then do feel free to complete them. To claim your CU credits for 
these, you’ll need to show your work to your teacher in school, then they’ll be able to give you your CU activity 
stamp code to add to CU Online.   
 
You can find Learning Destinations in Rotherham and beyond at www.childrensuniversity.co.uk or see our latest 
list at the end of the newsletter. We’re welcoming new Learning Destinations all the time – see details later in the 
newsletter, on how you can nominate an activity provider to join us! 
 
Make sure you’re following us on Twitter 
for our Rotherham CU news!   
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How to train your dragon 

Calling all brave knights, the 

dragons have landed this half term 

at Rawmarsh Library. 

Thursday 24th February 

10.30 -11.30am 

Have a go at making your own dragon 

and dragon mask. 

Drew the dragon is causing chaos with 

his pals, can you help to round them 

up? 

Free craft session suitable for ages 3 – 

12years. 

Contact the library on 01709 255682 to 

book a place 



   



 
 
 

 
Spinning Yarns 
 
FREE: This activity combines words with materials to create a work of art and 
learn a new skill. Join Textile artist Karen Hall as she spins words and yarns 
into something very special in these free workshops. These sessions are 
open to family members (activity appropriate for age 6+ to adult) and will 
take place in Spinning Yarns. 
 
AGE 6+    AGE 10-13                       AGE 12-16 
Tuesday 22nd, 10am   Tuesday 22nd, 1pm  Thurs 24th, 1pm 
Wednesday 23rd, 10am  Wednesday 23rd, 1pm  Fri 25th, 1pm 
Thursday 24th, 10am      Sat 26th, 1pm 
Friday 25th, 10am 
Saturday 26th, 10am 
 

Drawers of conversation - keepsakes and collages 
FREE: Create a work of art as an alternative selfie of 
what makes you you! Join artist Jennifer Booth in this 
exciting art session in the Writer's Pad.  
 
AGE 11-13 (families welcome to join in/stay)  
Tuesday 22nd, 10.30am                           
Thurs 24th, 10.30am 
AGE 14-16 
Tues 22nd, 1.30pm 
Thurs 24th, 1.30pm 

 

The Beauty of Others - drama dance story with Khula Arts - Tuesday 22nd, 1.00pm 

FREE: A musical dance activity with Khula Arts, for 
young people age 7 – 11 to experience story through 
dance and drama. There will be the chance to learn a 
song and ask questions of the artists. The Beauty of 
Others is a dance drama performance which 
celebrates the importance of cultural diversity and 
different ways of living. Through dance and 
movements, you will be introduced to Southern 
African village life. Powerful African beats will flow and 
complement the dance moves, illustrating rural African 
lifestyles and culture. 
 

Collage Jointed Figures with Mandy Keating 
FREE for families (activity suitable for age 7+). Join us for a FREE creative 
workshop for families (activity suitable for age 7+) with artist Mandy 
Keating. Create your own wonderful jointed story puppets in the Writer's 
Pad. 
Weds 23rd, 10.30am 

    Fri 25th, 1.30pm 
 
 
 

Booking and more info: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/grimm-amp-co-8635099518 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/grimm-amp-co-8635099518


 
 
 
 

Ekhaya - Love Them Both Spoken word performance with 
audience participation, music and song 
Join us for this FREE spoken word performance from Khula Arts. This is 
especially suitable for teenagers, age 12 - 16, to enjoy this spoken word 
performance. 
 
Weds 23rd, 12pm 

 

 
 
Suitcase Theatre  
Join artist Mandy Keating in this FREE workshop for families in the Writer's Pad (activity 
suitable age 7+) where you will create suitcase theatres to tell imaginative stories. 
 
Weds 23rd, 1.30pm 
Fri 25h, 10.30am 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Character Creating - Writing workshop for ages 5-7 
Have you ever wanted to create your own characters but didn’t 
know where to start? Or maybe, you already have an idea that you’d 
like to build on. Join Granny Norbag author, Malcolm J Hogan, for a 
fun filled writing workshop - guaranteed to get your giggling, 
scribbling and on the path to creating your own stories. 
 
These sessions are aimed at young people aged 5-7. You are only 
required to reserve a ticket for each child attending. We ask that a 
grown-up remains with the child for the session, but you do not need a ticket. 
 
Thurs 24th, 10am 
Fri 25th, 10am 
Sat 26th, 10am 

 
The Fairground of feeling better: therapeutic arts based 
story themes 
The Fairground of Feeling Better: Therapeutic arts based story 
interactive performances in short bursts of activity by Dandelion 
Arts Theatre Company. Each session lasts for 30-40 minutes and will 
take place in Lyrical. All ages welcome. Small audiences (6 per 
session). Please ensure that all attendees have a ticket. 
 

Thurs 24th, 10am Fri 25th, 10am 
Thurs 24th 11am Fri 25th, 11am 
Thurs 24th, 1pm Fri 25th, 1pm 
   Fri 25th, 2pm 

Booking and more info: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/grimm-amp-co-8635099518 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/grimm-amp-co-8635099518


 
 
 

Granny Norbag - Puppet storytelling and songs (ages 5-7) 
Join Rotherham’s own 91 year old magic 
pensioner, Granny Norbag, as she retells her 
famous adventures. This musical puppet 
performance features naughty pirates, angry 
aliens and an eight foot troll. However, the big 
question is… Can Granny Norbag save the day and 
still get home in time for Emmerdale? This fun 
filled show is guaranteed to delight young 
audiences and their families.  
 
These sessions are aimed at young people aged 5-
7. You are only required to reserve a ticket for 
each child attending. We ask that a grown-up remains with the child for the session, but you do not need a ticket. 
 
Thurs 24th, 1pm 
Fri 25th, 1pm 
Sat 26th 1pm 
 

Lyrical songs accompanied by harp followed by a 
community singing workshop 
FREE: Music written by our children and young people 
accompanied by harp. Join us with Khula Arts and Georgie 
Buchanan for a wonderful musical performance. Experience and 
enjoy live music in Showtime on Linger Longer Lane. Suitable for 
all ages. Followed by FREE: Community song workshop with 
George Buchanan. Experience and enjoy live music in Showtime 
on Linger Longer Lane. Suitable for all ages.  Thurs 24th, 1.30pm 
 

 

Khula Arts: Music and Love Band 
Join us for a FREE performance by Khula Arts. Enjoy music 
influenced by Zimbabwe and other parts of Africa. Enjoy as 
an audience member in Showtime. Suitable for all ages.  
 
Fri 25th, 11am 
Fri 25th, 1pm 

 
 
 

Pop-up Book creation with Mandy Keating 
Join artist Mandy Keating in this FREE workshop in the Writer's Pad to create your very 
own pop-up book. This is an all day activity for families (with children aged 7+) with 
limited spaces available. The session will last from 10.30am to 3.30pm with a half hour 
lunch. 
 
Sat 26th, 10.30am 
 
 
 

 

Booking and more info:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/grimm-amp-co-8635099518 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/grimm-amp-co-8635099518


 
 
 
 
 

 
Khula Drumming 
 
Come along and have a try at African 
Drumming in Showtime on Linger Longer 
Lane. This is for all ages. Pre-book or drop-
in if space is available. 
 
Sat 26th, 11am 
Sat 26th, 1pm 
Sat 26th, 2.30pm 

 
 
 

 
Where to find our activities… 
 
Activities will be taking place in the Old Town Hall in Rotherham. If you are unsure where you need to be, please 
ask at the Grimm & Co shop, situated at the entrance to the Old Town Hall (Linger Longer Lane) opposite Joe’s 
Fruit and Veg. We will be happy to direct you and answer any questions you may have. 
 
Please ensure that all attendees have a ticket to help us manage numbers. Please note that these events are likely 
to be very popular. Please arrive ten minutes before the event starts to ensure that you can be signed in and 
shown to the correct area where the event will take place. Due to the nature of these activities, unfortunately we 
cannot guarantee that anyone arriving late will be allowed entry and may forfeit their place. 
 
If you are unable to attend, please email info@grimmandco.co.uk so that we can reallocate your space. 
 
Whilst there is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face covering, the Government suggests that you continue 
to wear one in crowded and enclosed spaces. We encourage you to wear a mask if you are able to do so. Hand 
sanitisation stations will be available throughout the area, and regular cleaning will take place between sessions. 
The activities will take place in well-ventilated areas and will take place in small groups inside the building, or 
outside in the arcade. Please do not attend if you feel unwell or if you are required to self-isolate. 
 

 
 
 

  
 

Booking and more info: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/grimm-amp-co-8635099518 

mailto:info@grimmandco.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/grimm-amp-co-8635099518


 
 

         
 

Take a look at the Rotherham 
Children’s University Home Learning 

Challenges on the next few pages! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Take your completed challenge work (or photos/videos of it) into school to 
show your teacher. They will give you the Activity Stamp Codes to add to CU 

Online to claim your CU credits – 1 per activity! 



 
 

February Challenge: #DrawWithRob 

Which skills will I be developing?  

Main skill                Additional skills 

Drawing is a really great activity – it helps you to relax, it gets  
your creative juices flowing, and helps you to focus in on  
something calming for a while. There are lots of different types  
of drawing, but today’s challenge will help you to learn some  
top tricks of the trade from a professional cartoon artist.  
 
Lots of people think and say, “I can’t draw” (us included!), but grab some paper 
and a pencil, click on the link below, and learn step-by-step from Rob Biddulph 
on his YouTube channel! 
 
Step 1: Grab your paper and a pencil. 
 
Step 2: Ask an adult to help you click on the link below on a device (mobile 
phone, tablet, laptop or smart TV is fine), but be prepared to keep pausing and 
unpausing the video so you can follow Rob’s drawings step-by-step.  
http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob 
 
Step 3: Choose which drawing you’d like to do. Scroll through Rob’s page, 
choose your picture and click on the link. The first one (a dinosaur called 
Gregosaurus) is a good one to start  
with as Rob introduces himself, but  
feel free to choose any you like. 
 
Step 4: Get drawing! We’d like you  
to have a go at at least three  
different drawings, but why not  
have a go at all of them if you have  
time? Maybe one a day over the  
next week? We can’t wait to see  
your creations! 
 

You will need: 
- Plain paper 

- Pencil 

- Pencil crayons 

 



 
 

February Challenge: Snow Fluff! 
Most of us have already seen at least one lot of snow since the start of Winter, 
but here’s an experiment so you can make your own snow at any time of the 
year!  
 
 
Step 1: Pour the cup of corn flour into a large bowl.  
Use a spoon to scoop the shaving cream on top of it. 
 
 
Step 2: Put 5-10 drops of food colouring on top. Stir to  
mix. 
 
 

1. Step 3: When the mixture looks like grated cheese, use your hands to squish 
the mixture even more. Pretty soon the shaving cream and corn flour will form 
a ball, about the same texture as dough. If your mixture is really wet and sticky 
after mixing, it needs a little  

2. more corn flour. If it won’t stick  
3. together and falls into pieces, add  
4. a little more shaving cream. 

 
 

5. Step 4: That’s it! Try sculpting snow  
6. angels, snowmen, or make a tiny  
7. snow fort! 

 

You will need: 
- 1 cup corn flour 

- 1 cup shaving cream 

-  Food colouring 

 

Which skills will I be developing?  

Main skill                Additional skills 



 
 

February Challenge: Banana Bread! 
Lockdowns last year saw a huge number of people  
start baking at home, and LOADS of people have  
tried baking banana bread! It’s really quick, easy  
to do and doesn’t need lots of equipment or  
ingredients either.  So, wash your hands, and let’s  
get baking! 
 
 
Step 1: Preheat your oven to 165 degrees C  
(325 degrees F). Grease a 9x5-inch loaf tin. 
 
Step 2: Mix your bananas, sugar, egg, and butter together in a bowl.   
 
Step 3: Mix your flour and baking soda together in a separate bowl. Stir it into 
the banana mixture until the batter is just mixed.  Stir the salt into batter.  
 
Step 4: Pour the batter into your prepared loaf tin. 
 
Step 5: Bake in the oven for about  
an hour. It should be baked until  
you can stick a knife or fork into  
the centre and when you pull it  
out, it comes out clean (with no  
raw mixture on it). 
 
Step 6: Leave it to cool a little, 
then slice and enjoy. It’s lovely  
served just a little warm with a  
warm drink, or with some ice  
cream or cream! 
 

You will need: 
- 3 ripe bananas, mashed 

- 1 cup white sugar 

- 1 egg 

- ¼ cup melted butter 

- 1 ½ cups all-purpose flour 

- 1 teaspoon baking soda 

- 1 teaspoon salt 

- A baking tin (9”x5” but 

anything similar will be fine) 

 

Which skills will I be developing?  

Main skill                Additional skills 



 
 

February Challenge: Hopscotch! 
Hopscotch is a traditional playground game for children – have  
you played before? Or maybe, you’ve seen a hopscotch game  
marked out on the floor but never known how to play? You  
only need some space to play, some way of marking out the  
area and a small object to throw. So, here’s a challenge to get  
you hopscotching either for the first time, or with some  
different ways to play for you more experienced children (and adults!). Here’s the classic game first… 
 

Step 1: Draw a traditional hopscotch diagram like the one in the picture (chalk is best for the 
pavement outdoors but you might find that a stone will make a good enough mark. If you're playing 
inside, you could use tape) 
 

Step 2: Throw a small stone, twig, beanbag, or other marker into  
the first square. (If it lands on a line, or outside the square, you  
lose your turn. Pass the marker to the following player and wait  
for your next turn.) 
 

Step 3: Hop on one foot into the first empty square, and then  
every empty square after that. Just make sure you skip the one  
your marker is on. 
 

Step 4: When you get to the pairs of numbers (2-3, 5-6, 8-9),  
jump with both feet, one in each square. 
 

Step 5: At number 10, land as a jump with both feet in the square. Then make your way back to the 
start in the same way (hop on single numbers, jump for the paired numbers). 
 

Step 6: When you reach the square with your marker in, pick up the marker—still on one foot (don’t 
wobble over!)—and complete the course, back to the start. 
 

Step 7: If you finished without any mistakes, pass the marker to the next player. On your next turn, 
throw the marker to the next number. If you fall, or jump outside the lines, or miss a square or don’t 
pick up the marker, you lose your turn and must repeat the same number on your next turn. Whoever 
reaches 10 first, wins.  
 

To make things a little more challenging, try these suggestions…Watch the Time: Set a timer for 30 
seconds. Each player must complete the course within the time frame to proceed. If you go into 
overtime, you lose your turn. Sign on the Line: Instead of throwing the marker in order of the 
numbers, throw it in any square. When you complete a successful turn, write your initials or name in 
the square where your marker landed and pass it to the next player. The game ends when all spaces 
have been signed. The person with the most signed squares wins. Kick It: Try kicking the marker from 
space to space—with your hopping foot—as you jump through the course. 

 
 

You will need: 
- Somewhere to mark out the game 

on the floor (outdoors or indoors) 

- Chalk or a stone or tape 

- A marker (stone or other object) 

 

Which skills will I be developing?  

Main skill                Additional skills 



 

 

 

February Challenge: Julia Donaldson 
We’re pretty sure you’ll all have heard of at least one of the fantastic story books created by the 
brilliant Julia Donaldson?  Which is your favourite?  The Gruffalo? A Squash and a Squeeze perhaps? 
Maybe even Room on the Broom? We love them all! If you haven’t yet read them, why not pop 
along to your nearest Rotherham library to borrow and read them? If you’re not yet a Rotherham 
library member, follow this link here: https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/leisure-culture/about-the-
library/1  It’s FREE to join, and also gives you access to thousands more ebooks, emagazines, etc. 
that you can download for free! 
 

But this challenge is a little bit special. Last year, Julia Donaldson worked  
with the amazing illustrator Axel Scheffler to bring us some unique,  
special edition illustrated rhymes all relating to the Coronavirus –  
lockdown, learning at home and even the vaccine are all examples of  
how Julia Donaldson has turned a current situation into a rhyme. We’ve included some as examples 
on the next page. We’d love for you to have a go at making up your own rhymes, using famous 
characters from a book. You can use Julia Donaldson’s characters or others from one of your own 
favourites books – it’s up to you. 
 

Step 1: Decide which book character you want to use for your rhyme.  
 

Step 2: Think about something which has changed for you over the last year or so. Perhaps it’s 
learning at home, or learning in a bubble at school. Maybe it’s having to stay at home.  How about 
having to catch up with friends on Zoom? How about wearing a face covering? But it could also be 
something about spending more time with family? Have you been playing more games together? 
Have you found this fun? Or, could your rhyme be about having to spend more time stuck indoors? 
It’s up to you! 
 

Step 3: Try and write some key words down that are linked to  
your idea. For example, for ‘staying at home’, your words might  
be ‘bored’, ‘crazy’, ‘cook’, ‘games’, ‘learn’, ‘Zoom’, ‘Google’,  
‘classroom’, ‘friends’, ‘walls’, ‘inside’, etc. 
 

Step 4: Try and write a short sentence (about a maximum of 10  
words) about your subject. Next, try and write another sentence  
which rhymes with the end of the first one. Don’t worry if you  
can’t do it straight away. You might need to play around with the 
 words a little until you get some to rhyme together. Don’t worry 
if you can’t get them to rhyme though, it’s not essential!  An example might be… 

‘The Gruffalo’s Child laid bored on his bed. ‘I know’, he thought, ‘I’ll bake banana bread’! 
 

Step 5: Can you write your sentences neatly on a piece of paper? Perhaps you could even try and 
draw your character doing something to match your sentence? 

 
 
 
 

You will need: 
- Paper 

- Pencil 

- Colouring pens/pencils 

 

Which skills will I be developing?  

Main skill                Additional skills 



 

    

            

      

Artwork and verses © Axel Scheffler 

and Julia Donaldson 

For more ideas, have a look at the other special 

edition images… 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-

features/features/2021/january/julia-

donaldson-and-axel-scheffler-brighten-

lockdown-with-more-new-coronavirus-pictures/  



 



WHY NOT PRINT THIS PAGE, CUT OUT THE SLIPS AND TAKE THEM ALONG TO ACTIVITY 
PROVIDERS TO INVITE THEM TO JOIN ROTHERHAM CU? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


