
"To say it was a beautiful day would not begin to explain it. It was that day when the end           
of summer intersects perfectly with the start of fall," - Ann Patchett, Truth and Beauty.  
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12th September 

The World of           

Graphic Novels              

Reading Scheme. 

Begins Thursday            

17th September.  

Last year we tied the NLT’s world of Graphic novels scheme in with National 

Comic Book day and our Graphic Novel writing and drawing competition. We    

entered and were lucky to win a great box of books featuring the titles used 

in the NLT schemes Graphic Novel Booklists. This event celebrates the exciting           

and popular world of graphic novels and comics, a visual reading format that                      

encourages both reluctant and confident readers. we will start this Autumn 

term with an inclusive reading for pleasure focus. a full set of resources are 

available including: Teacher Guidelines, Age-appropriate booklists, Classroom 

ready worksheets and certificates. Taking part in this challenge will help             

develop: Inclusion: Recognition of the importance of visual literacy and the 

specific skills of interpreting images. Oracy: Encouraging book talk and debate 

throughout activities. Awareness: Understanding of the complex ways that 

comics build meaning through the combination of words and image. Reading for 

Pleasure: Through exploration of the medium, students are introduced to a 

vast range of different types of books, in a genre that may appeal to them. 

The 2025 ICC Women's            
Cricket World Cup will be the 
13th edition of the Women's 

Cricket World Cup. It is             
scheduled to be hosted in              

India, and Sri Lanka. This will 
be the last time that the           

tournament will have eight 
teams. Australia are the de-
fending champions, having 

won their seventh title in 2022. 
The tournament will take place 

from the 30th of September 
until the 2nd of November. We 
have a new display to tie in to 
the theme. Resources are also 

available from the library. 

Roald dahl day, Women’s Cricket World Cup, Young Poet laureate, World of Graphic novels, National Comic book Day, MANGA Club, D&D, Graphic Novel writing and drawing competition 

Created by National Poetry Centre in                
partnership with National Literacy Trust,  
and supported by Poet Laureate Simon  
Armitage, this brand new initiative will: 

Champion young poetic voices. Celebrate  
poetry as an accessible, diverse and                   

powerful form of expression, encompassing 
rhyming couplets to rap, sonnets to spoken 
word. Develop children and young people’s 

literacy, creativity and confidence. 
The  Young Poet Laureate Programme             

provides access to an inspirational toolkit of 
workshops and classroom materials that will 
help to ignite  a passion to explore, create, 

and perform poetry among pupils. 

Roald Dahl is the UK’s No.1 storyteller of all time. Before he 
became  a writer, he was a spy and a fighter pilot in World 
War II. One of his first moments of  inspiration came when  
he was at boarding school, when a local chocolate factory                    
invited pupils to trial new chocolate bars - 35 years later, 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory was published. He wrote 
lots more brilliant stories, many from his writing hut in his 
back garden in Great Missenden; from Sophie's adventures 

with the BFG and James' journey on the Giant Peach, to              
Matilda's brilliant bravery against The Trunchbull. We have      
a great new display of Roald Dahl’s titles including various            

activity sheets. A fantastic short video on Roald’s life and his 
many influences can be viewed during library class sessions. 



Comic books have existed in America since the English printing of Swiss comic, The Adventures of 
Mr.Obadiah Oldbuck in 1842, making it the first known American prototype comic book. Proto-comics began 

appearing in the early 20th century, with the first standard-sized comic being Funnies on Parade. The                     
introduction of Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster’s Superman in 1938 turned comic books into a major  industry, 

ushering in the Golden Age of Comics. From this, the archetype of the superhero was  created. Historian          
Michael A. Amundson notes that appealing comic-book characters helped to ease young readers’ fears of               

nuclear war and neutralize anxiety about the questions posed by atomic power. The history of the comic book 
is usually divided into four eras. The Golden Age of Comic Books began in the 1930s, and is  considered the            
inception of the genre. The Silver Age is considered to date from the first successful revival of the then 
dormant superhero form, with the debut of the Flash in 1956. This era lasted into the early 1970s, during 

which Marvel Comics revolutionized the medium with naturalistic superheroes such as The Fantastic Four 
and Spider-Man. The Bronze Age is less defined, but it runs from the very early 1970s through the mid 1980s. 
This era features a return of darker plot elements and storylines more relevant to social issues such as racism 

and sexuality.  The Modern Age of Comics runs from the mid 1980s until now. During the first 15 years of 
this  period, many comic book characters were redesigned, creators gained prominence within the  industry, 
independent comics flourished, and larger publishing houses became more commercialised. This era is also  

referred to as the Dark Age of Comic Books due to the popularity and artistic influence of titles with serious 
content, such as Batman: The Dark Knight Returns and The Watchmen. The Japanese market has also grown 

massively, with MANGA titles now outshining the previous dominance of the western published market. 

National Comic Book Day on September 25th honours the art, artists, and stories of comic books, Fans,              
collectors, readers, and artists come together to celebrate the day with events across the country. First              
popularised in the United States, comic books are also called comic magazines. Generally, comic books                

produce drawn sequential and opposing panels representing individual scenes. Each scene often  includes            
descriptive prose and written narratives. When placed together, the panels form a complete story or a portion 
of a serial. The earliest comic strips (which later gave birth to comic books) displayed dialogue in bubbles or 
balloons above characters' heads, these designs can be quite intricate. This dynamic art form continues to                  

inspire artists and storytellers today. Use #NationalComicBookDay to post your chosen books on social media.   

“Mandy tidied the weeds and pulled out some of the summer flowers. It saddened her                   
to do so. She was parting with beloved friends.” - Julie Andrews Edwards, Mandy.  
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MANGA/ANIME Club 25/26: Thursday                     
Read and discuss Books, Art, Anime. Enjoy   

Creative Art & Writing Activities. Upcoming             

Animated films: Spirited Away & the Red Turtle. 

Dungeons & Dragons Club                                    
Monday’s & Wednesday’s after school 

Several individual student Dungeon Master led              

campaigns also take place throughout the week. 

New players required for our Monday & Wednesday 

groups. Join the members of Fraturnitas Viatorum as 

they investigate the disappearances and mysterious 

events taking place around the Village of dewberry. 



“He surveyed the lake of grass below, all the dandelions gone, a touch of rust in the trees, 
and the smell of Egypt blowing from the far east.” - Ray Bradbury, Farewell Summer. 
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Design, Write and Draw your own comic book page. Examples of some of our previous                   
winning entries can be found below. A4 layout templates are printed and available from    

the library if required. Your story can be about any subject you wish, be creative and have 
fun. This competition will run until Friday the 17th of October 2025. Construct a storyline, 

choose your characters, and let your imagination run wild. Team up with a friend if you 
don’t   want to do the drawing or writing. Entries can be black and white, full colour or           

digital. Text and speech bubbles can also be added on the computer once the original artwork 
has been scanned. Bring your entries to the library or email them ssa.library@cidari.co.uk 

 Online Comic Book creation tools can also be found at: 
https://mashable.com/article/create-your-own-comics   https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboard-creator 

Graphic novel writing  drawing competition 


