
My new Student Librarian 
NLT Youth Literacy          

Champions and I, will be 
running the Read for Good 

Readathon throughout   
January 2026 until the 13th 

of  February . Please              
collect your sponsorship 

cards, sheets and                          
peripherals from the                       

library if you wish to join 
in with the programme. 

This year’s Winter and Christmas display offers a wide assortment of Fiction, 
Non-Fiction & Poetry titles relevant to the themes of Christmas, The Arctic, 
Winter & Hanukkah. Hanukkah runs from the 14th until the 22nd of December.  

The Winter Mini Challenge      
is a fun online scheme that 
encourages students and 

staff to keep up their          
reading across December to 
February. To take part, sign 

up at wintermini.org.uk.               
Gain rewards for logging  

and reviewing books,              
unlock special badges and 

earn a certificate of          
achievement once you meet 

your reading goal. Read          
and log at least three books            

between the 1st of                         
December 2025 and the                    
20th of February 2026. 

December: Latest theme, SSa Prize Win, Live Poet visit, Readathon, Quest, Author Q&A: Sarah Williamson, Angie Thomas, Laura 
ellen Anderson, Sarah ann Juckes & jamie Littler. The Reading Agency Winter Mini Reading Challenge, Competition Winners. 

As part of Young Poets Week, the National Literacy 
Trust arranged for Poet ‘Ruth Awolola’ to visit South 
Shore Academy on November the 25th to deliver a 

fantastic live Poetry workshop. Ruth is a poet,                  
performer, theatre-maker and workshop facilitator 
based in Manchester. She writes and performs for a 
variety of different audiences including poetry for 
children and young people. Her work first featured          
in Rising Stars: New Young Voices in Poetry and has 
gone on to be included in many anthologies. Ruth          
has performed her work and facilitated workshops 

throughout the country and across the wider world. 

"I wonder if the snow loves the trees and fields, that it kisses them so gently? And then it covers 
them up snug, you know, with a white quilt" Alice's Adventures in Wonderland - Lewis Carrol  

We have          
received two 

Lisa Williamson 
book titles,              
courtesy of 

Read for Good. 
We’ll be              

running our 
next KS3             

Readathon 
throughout 

January 2026. Ruth Awolola 

wintermini.org.uk.                

Our Tuesday Quest: ATOH 

group, delved deep into 

the caverns under the   

Island of Krokk. They   

intended to thwart the 

Orc Shamen, Grawshak,             

who planned to destroy  

the lost Fountain of Life.  
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SHORT STORY/POETRY WRITING 
COMPETITION, WINNING ENTRIES. 
For this years competition, students had to write a complete 

short story, poem, or submit a chapter from a longer tale that 
they had created. Entries could be a single paragraph, a single 

page, or a multi-page endeavour. The theme for this year‘s                         
competition was ‘Adventure,’ and  this could be interpreted in 

any way that the students wished.  

Our winning entries were submitted by                                                       
Libby 7O, Layla  7O, Alanna 7O, Iyadh 8O,             

Iman 10O, Kacie   10O, Kayleigh  11U.                 
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“There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it.” - Edith Wharton 

Have a Wonderful Christmas & New Year. 


