
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2026, is 'Bridging Generations', is a call-to-action. 
A reminder that the responsibility of remembrance doesn't end with the survivors - it lives on 

through their children, their grandchildren and through all of us. This theme encourages us all to 
engage actively with the past - to listen, to learn and to carry those lessons forward. By doing so, 

we build a bridge between memory and action, between history & hope for the future. 
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Winnie the Pooh Day. On Monday January the 19th , we will commemorate author A.A. Milne's           
birthday (18th January 1882). He brought the honey loving bear to life in his stories, which also              

featured his son, Christopher Robin. Alan Alexander Milne  (18th January 1882-31st January 1956) 
was an English writer best known for his books about the teddy bear Winnie the Pooh, as well as for 

children's poetry. Milne was primarily a play wright before the huge success of Winnie the Pooh 
overshadowed all his previous work. He served in both world wars, as a Lieutenant in the Royal              

Warwickshire Regiment in the First World War and as a captain in the Home Guard in the Second 
World War. Various Winnie the Pooh resources are available for collection from  the Library. 

“It's going to be a long, hard, cruel winter, son... There's no doubt that the dark's growing in power and there's 
a particularly baleful influence up on that moor. So stay close to your master. He's the only real friend you've 

got. You must help one another” Mam, to her Son Tom Ward - The Spook’s Secret - Joseph Delaney 

“All that is gold does not glitter, Not all those who wander are lost; The old that is strong does not wither, 

Deep roots are not reached by the frost. From the ashes a fire shall be woken, A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, The crownless again shall be king.” J.R.R. Tolkien -The Fellowship of the Rings 

Jeffrey Boakye, ex-teacher turned 
writer, speaker, broadcaster and  
educator offers a dynamic online 
workshop to celebrate National  

Storytelling Week 2026 for KS3. This 
online, interactive workshop will be 
uncovering how music and lyrics tell 
stories that matter.  Build lyrics with 
Jeffrey and explore what songs can 
tell us about the world around us. 

Jeffrey Boakye               
4th of February            
10:00-10:45am 

Read for Good ‘Readathon’ 

The theme for 2026 is Soundtrack 
your story. Everyone has their 
own musical story in the songs 

we love and the music we dance 
to, through Sign Language and 

the rhythms we feel. Music             
connects us to words. It helps us 
to express who we are and how 

we see the world around us. 

It’s the time of year when we celebrate Sword & Sorcery, in honour of the late great John Ronald Reuel Tolkien. 

(03/01/1892-02/09/1973). Our 2026 display contains another wide selection of Authors, Stories, Lore and Game 

Guides from this wonderful adventure filled Genre. Anime & Manga fantasy will take centre stage. We will also be 

promoting our great collection of Fantasy Role-Playing, Board based and Digital Text games throughout the month. 

The library will be encouraging students to join in with some of our extra-curricular clubs and activities, such as 

Dungeons & Dragons, Quest: A Time for Heroes, Dungeon Saga, Munchkin, Ai Dungeon, SJ’s Sorcery and Banner Saga. 

Holocaust Memorial Trust  Webcast 2026 – Thursday, 22nd Jan10:00 – 11:00.  
The Holocaust Memorial Day Webcast is the Holocaust Educational Trust's largest 

outreach event of the year. This significant event brings together hundreds of 
schools, sports clubs, and other organisations to commemorate this pivotal day. 

Participants have the unique opportunity to listen to the testimony of a Holocaust 
survivor and engage in a meaningful question and answer session. Survivor             

testimonies are at the heart of the Trust’s mission, offering a personal connection 
to one of history’s darkest chapters. Hearing these first-hand accounts turn                
listeners into witnesses of history, inspiring and empowering them to share             

these important stories and stand against antisemitism and all forms of hatred. 

Young people who read for pleasure are more likely to do 
well at school, have better jobs, be happy and lead fulfilled 
lives. All through the magic of a humble book or story. Join 
in with the RFG Readathon & help buy books for children’s 

hospitals. Collect your sponsor card from the library. 

January/early Feb: Sword & sorcery Fortnight, Winnie the Pooh Day, Holocaust Memorial Day, Live Q&A Holocaust Educational Trust Webcast,           
National Storytelling Week, Readathon, Jeffrey Boakye Q&A, NLT ‘BlackPool Banquet ‘BOOKs, Daisy Education-Festive Poem Competition Entries. 
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"I believe in process. I believe in four seasons. I believe that winter's tough, but spring's coming. I believe that 

there's a growing season. And I think that you realize that in life, you grow. You get better."- Steve Southerland  

Daisy Education Festive Poem Competition                           
Entrants had to submit a poem based on the theme “Festive                  

Feelings”. The Poems could be rhyme, free-verse or acrostic. Our             
students had complete creative freedom. Finished entries had to be         
12 lines in total. Here are a selection of the works that we entered. 

Some students submitted Christmas Stories that weren’t entered due 
to not fulfilling the competition criteria, these still deserve recognition. 
The national winners are announced on Thursday the 8th of January.                                               

NLT Blackpool sent us 
several copies  of                 

‘A Blackpool Banquet’   

EK 8O 

LAG 7O 

KW 11U 

TO 7O 

KMD 10O 

KMD 10O 


