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2-year-old nursery end of year expectations 2024/2025 
The Following are the skills that your child would be expected to know by the end of Nursery. These are age related expectations and are used to measure the attainment of all children. However, each child’s developmental stage and needs will always be considered. 
	[image: ]Communication and Language
Children will be able to: 
·  Respond to their own name.

· Listen to stories and understand what is happening with the help of pictures. 

· Understand simple questions and three key word instructions. For example: “Can you wash dolly’s face?” “Where is your hat?”

· Use around 300 words.  

· Hold a simple conversation linking up to 5 words together. 

· Shift from one task to another if you get their attention. 

· Listen and pay attention for short periods. 
	[image: ]Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children will be able to:
· See themselves as a separate person. For example, they can decide what to eat, what to play with, what to wear. 

· Begin to show ‘effortful control’. For example, waiting for a turn and resisting the strong impulse to grab what they want or push their way to the front. 

· Begin to able to talk about and manage their emotions. 

· Understand that some actions or words might upset others. 

· Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children. 

· Develop friendships with other children. 

· Use the toilet independently. 

	[image: ][image: ]Physical Development
Children will be able to: 
· Use large and small motor skills to do things independently. For example, manage zips, buttons and pour drinks. 

· Be increasingly independent in feeding themselves and dressing or undressing. 

· Mark make using a writing/drawing/painting implement effectively. 

· Move about freely, climbing, running, jumping independently. 
	[image: ][image: ]Literacy 
Children will be able to: 
. 

· Notice print, such as the first letter of their name. a bus or door number or a familiar logo. 

· Begin to recognise their name and make marks on paper to stand for their name. 

· Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to. For example: “That says mummy.” 

· Enjoy sharing stories with an adult. Seeking out favourite books to share or look at alone. 

· Sing and say rhymes independently. 
.

	[image: ]Maths 
Children will be able to: 
· Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers – ‘1,2,3,5.’

· Compare amounts saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘some’. 

· Take part in rhymes with numbers. 

· Compare sizes using gestures and language – ‘bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’, ‘heavy’. 
	[image: ][image: ]Understanding the World 
Children will be able to: 
· Explore and respond to   natural phenomena. 

· Make connections between features of their family and other families. 

· Notice differences between people. 



	[image: ]Expressive Art and Design 
Children will be able to: 
· Move, dance and respond emotionally to music. 

· Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds. 


· Join in with songs and rhymes. 

· Explore a range of sound makers and instruments and play them in different ways. 


· Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give meaning to the marks they make.

· Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another For example, a child holds a wooden block to their ear and pretends it is a phone. 


· Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them. 

· Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials. 


· Make simple models which express their ideas. 
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