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At Southbroom Infant school, we take pride in children’s handwriting and presentation and encourage our pupils to take care over their work. As a school we use Little Wandle as a basis of our handwriting policy which covers the requirements of the National Curriculum.

Handwriting is a basic skill that influences the quality of work throughout the curriculum.

Our Aims: 
· At the end of key stage 1, we intend pupils should have the ability to produce clear, legible writing printing their letters carefully and correctly.  
· We aim to make handwriting an automatic process that does not disrupt the creative and mental thinking of the children.
· To establish and maintain high expectations for the presentation of written work. 

Expectations:
All teaching staff are encouraged to model the printed style of handwriting, whether on whiteboards, displays or in pupils’ books. Throughout the school Pupils should experience coherence and continuity in the learning and teaching of handwriting across all school years and be encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their work. Our objective is to help pupils enjoy learning and developing their handwriting with a sense of achievement and pride. Children will use a sharp pencil to establish consistency with their handwriting. 

Handwriting Frequency:
Handwriting is a cross-curricular task and will be taken into consideration during all lessons. Formal teaching of handwriting will be carried out regularly and systematically to ensure Key Stage targets are met. 

Inclusion:
For children who experience handwriting difficulties due to fine motor development, including those who are left-handed and those with special educational needs, the appropriate additional support will be put into place. Letter-join’s Lesson Planners all include differentiation activities for extra practice/challenge.

Early Years
Little Wandle Handwriting lessons in Reception focus on:
• correct pencil grip 
• correct starting point for each letter 
• letter formation and orientation 
• families of letters • capital letters 
• reinforcing the link between letters and sounds. 
The correct formation of lower‑case letters is the key priority in Reception handwriting. Lower‑case letter formation is taught in letter families in Units 2 to 5. It is then practised in Unit 6, when capital letters are introduced, and further embedded in Unit 7 by practising with digraphs and trigraphs. 

Key Stage One: 
Handwriting will be taught regularly across the week following the Little Wandle planning and teaching resources. This will increase as the children enter into year 2. 
	Year One
	In Year 1, handwriting builds on the foundations laid in Reception and progresses to focus on:
 • consolidation of letter formation
 • sizing and spacing of letters 
• formation of punctuation marks and digits 0–9
 • practice linked to phonics.

	Year Two
	 In Year 2, handwriting builds upon the skills introduced in Year 1, moving on to focus on:
• sizing of letters 
• spacing of letters 
• joining letters using the two main joins 
• practice linked to spelling patterns.



[image: ]Pupils should be taught to sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly.

· Feet are flat on the floor or supported on a wide, stable 
raised surface. 
· Knees form a 90 degrees angle, with about two fingers’ space
 behind the knees to prevent pressure on the lower thighs. 
· Hips are positioned at approximately 90 degrees, with the 
back fully supported by the chair. 
· Seat position with the back against the chair maintaining a small gap
 (about the width of a fist) between the stomach and the table, so there is 
sufficient space to breathe comfortably. 
· Table and chair height should allow the forearms to rest comfortably
on the surface – without leaning forward (too low) or raising the shoulders (too high). 
· Work surface must be clean, smooth and clear of clutter to 
promote proper hand and arm placement and allow arms to move freely to write.  


Impact:
Our policy enables pupils to develop a neat, legible handwriting style using printed letters by the end of Year 2 that leads to producing letters and words automatically in independent writing. 

EYFS 
By the end of the EYFS, children will be able to: 
✓ Begin to sit in the correct position and hold a pencil correctly to allow fluid movement of the tip. 
✓ Improve fine and gross motor skills by enjoying drawing print patterns in a variety of writing materials such as: modelling clay, air writing, sand trays, felt pens, crayons, pencils, IWB, tablets. ✓ Understand the language needed to describe pencil movements in preparation of letter formation.
 ✓ Hold a pencil in an effective manner for writing and be encouraged to correct any errors in grip or stature 
✓ Understand that letters are written on a base line and that all letters start from the same place. 

KS1 
By the end of KS1, children will be able to: 
✓ Write legibly using upper and lower case letters.
✓ Ensure that letters sit on the base line and are consistent in size with ascenders and descenders that are the correct length and formation. 
✓ Leave the correct space between words. 
✓ Form capital letters and use where appropriate. 
✓ Form numerals that are consistent in size and sit on the base line. 
✓ Begin to form printed letters and understand when they are to be used. 
✓ Improve the speed of writing and begin to write automatically so promoting creativity in independent writing
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