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Curriculum Intent 
History is all around us. The study of history ignites children’s 
curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world. Through 
finding out about how and why the world, our country, culture and 
local community have developed over time, children understand how 
the past influences the present. History enables children to develop a 
context for their growing sense of identity and provides a 
chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and 
people. What they learn through history can influence their decisions 
about personal choices, attitudes and values. Our intent, when 
teaching history, is to stimulate the children’s curiosity in order for 
them to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding.  

Starting in the Early Years, children begin to make sense of their own 
personal and family history through their Understanding of the World. 
In Key Stage 1 bi-termly themes enable children of all abilities and 
backgrounds to develop a wide range of knowledge, skills, 
understanding and vocabulary in a progressive manner. 

Curriculum Impact 
Impact: By the time our children leave Southbroom Infants School they should have 
developed: - A secure knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from the 
historical periods covered. - The ability to think critically about history and question the 
reliability of historical sources. - A passion for history which develops their curiosity about 
the past. - The ability to clearly display their historical knowledge through their writing in 
different contexts e.g. recounts, letters from the past, sequencing key historical events. - A 
respect and level of empathy for past events and lives. - A desire to embrace challenge and 
take on risks Ongoing formative assessment takes place throughout the year through pupil 
voice, observations and book looks. This information is used by teachers to inform future 
learning ensuring the level of challenge, engagement and curiosity is appropriate and 
maintained throughout the year. We also end each of our history themes with a quiz to 
ensure our key knowledge has been retained.  

Curriculum Implementation 
Our curriculum design for History is broken down into four key parts: 
knowledge, skills, understanding and vocabulary. These areas have 
been sequenced in each year group, ensuring they are progressive 
and everyone understands the intended endpoints. We teach History 
using the National Curriculum which provides a clear skills and 
knowledge progression. This ensures that the skills and knowledge 
taught, are built on and sequenced appropriately to maximise 
learning for all children.  

It is important that the children develop the progressive skills of a 
historian throughout their time at Southbroom Infants School and do 
not just learn a series of facts about the past. They are encouraged 
to question evidence and ask deeper questions about their learning. 
As historians, they need to be able to research, interpret data and 
evidence, including primary and secondary sources, and have the 
necessary skills to argue their point of view; skills which are 
transferable to other subjects. 

History lessons in Key Stage 1 have a clear structure which involves 
recapping prior learning to embed knowledge and understanding, 
exploring History as a subject, presenting a clear objective and key 
vocabulary as well as summarising the knowledge and skills the 
children will learn. 


