
A huge thank you to Mrs Adams and everyone involved in 
organising the event and ensuring that it ran so smoothly. It 
was wonderful to see so many of our Year 7 students coming 
together to celebrate the importance and enjoyment of 
reading. 

Year 7 Transition Celebration Evening 

A huge thank you to all our Year 7 parents and carers who 
attended our Transition Celebration Evening last night. 

The evening was an opportunity to hear how our new Year 7 
students have settled into life at Southchurch High School and 
to celebrate the progress they have already made during their 
first few weeks with us. 

It was lovely to welcome so many families into school and to 
hear such positive conversations about the start of their 
secondary school journey. Transition into secondary school is a 
significant milestone for children, and we are very proud of the 
way our Year 7 students have embraced their new school 
community. 

Thank you to all the staff who contributed to the evening and, 
most importantly, to our Year 7 students for the enthusiasm 
and positivity they have shown since joining us. 

Student Leadership Team 

Applications have now opened for students to join our new 
Southchurch High Student Leadership Team for this academic 
year. 

There will be five specific leadership roles: 
 

• Anti-Bullying 
• Wellbeing 
• Social Action 
• Environmental 
• Arts & Culture 

 

We are really keen to hear from students who want to make a 
positive contribution to our school community. 

Taking on a leadership role provides students with valuable 
opportunities to develop their confidence, communication and 
leadership skills, while also developing a greater sense of 
responsibility and giving them a genuine opportunity to help 
shape school life. 

Please do encourage your child to consider applying. We are 
looking forward to seeing the ideas and enthusiasm they bring 
to the Student Leadership Team. 

Word of the Week 

Our Word of the Week for next week is participate. 

Participate (verb) – to take part in or become involved in an 
activity.  

 

 

 
 
 

                                                                                                      

 

 

 

      

 

                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

  

Message from the Headteacher 
 

Inspiring our Year 10 Students – Futures for All 

We were delighted to welcome Mr Richard Murrell from 
Futures for All as a guest speaker on Wednesday morning. 

Mr Murrell spoke to our Year 10 students about his 
remarkable career, having recently retired from the BBC 
after an incredible 44 years in broadcasting. During his 
career, Mr Murrell directed some of the BBC’s most 
prestigious programmes, including BBC World News, as 
well as live broadcasts from around the world. 

What I particularly valued about Mr Murrell’s message 
was that his story demonstrated the importance of hard 
work, curiosity and taking opportunities when they arise. 
He spoke honestly about his humble beginnings and how 
the opportunities he pursued opened doors that he could 
never have imagined when he was younger. 

Our students thoroughly enjoyed hearing about life 
behind the camera, and one very lucky student even had 
the opportunity to have a go on the autocue! 

We are incredibly grateful to Mr Murrell and Futures for 
All for facilitating such an inspiring opportunity for our 
students. Experiences such as this help young people to 
see the possibilities that exist beyond school and to 
understand that their future can take them in directions 
they may not yet have considered. 

I would also like to thank Ms Smith, our Careers Leader, 
for her continued commitment to providing our students 
with meaningful careers experiences and opportunities to 
meet people from a wide range of professions. 

Guinness World Record Reading Attempt! 

Yesterday, our Year 7 students took part in an exciting 
Guinness World Record attempt for the most people 
reading simultaneously, organised in conjunction with the 
National Literacy Trust. 

At 10.00am, students assembled in our Multi-Use Area to 
watch a webinar with the author Frank Cottrell-Boyce 
before taking part in a 10-minute reading session as part 
of the global record-breaking attempt. 

The event connected schools across 85 countries as part 
of the National Year of Reading, with the aim of breaking 
the record for the most people reading online within a 12-
hour period. 

Our students can now say that they were part of this 
incredible global event – and we have our fingers crossed 
that the record has been broken! 
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Example: Students will receive book tokens when they 
participate in reading activities. 

We encourage our students to use our Word of the Week in 
their conversations and lessons. Students who successfully 
use the word will receive a Class Charts point. 

Flu Vaccinations 

Vaccination UK visited Southchurch again today to 
administer flu vaccinations to students. 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who supported their 
child in receiving their vaccination. We appreciate your 
support in helping to protect our students and wider school 
community as we approach the winter flu season. 

Year 11 Intervention Sessions – October Half Term 

Intervention sessions will be taking place during the October 
half term for our Year 11 students. 

The schedule has been sent to all Year 11 parents and carers 
today and will also be available to view on the school 
website. 

We strongly encourage students to attend any sessions that 
will support their preparation for their GCSE examinations. 
These additional opportunities can make an important 
difference, particularly when students use them to address 
gaps in their knowledge, practise examination skills and ask 
questions of their teachers. 

Please support us by encouraging your child to attend the 
sessions that have been recommended for them. 

One Week Until Half Term 

It is hard to believe that we are already approaching the end 
of our first half term! 

There is now just one week to go until our well-deserved 
two-week October half-term break. The school will close for 
the half term holiday on Friday 16 October. 

It has been a very busy and productive first half term, and I 
would like to thank our students, staff and families for the 
hard work and support they have shown since September. 

Parent and Carer Questionnaire 

Finally, a huge thank you to the many parents and carers 
who have already taken the time to complete our 
questionnaire and share their views with us. 

The survey closes on Monday, so if you have not yet had the 
opportunity to complete it, please use the QR code in this 
newsletter or the link included in my recent letter. 

Your views really do matter. Listening to our parents and 
carers helps us to understand what we are doing well, 
where we need to improve and what matters most to our 
school community. Your feedback will help us to shape and 
inform our work moving forward. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of 
Southchurch High School. 

Community. Opportunity. Aspiration. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Airoll 
Headteacher 
 

Key Dates 
 

16 October Last day of term 

19 – 30 October Half Term holiday 

02 November Students return to school 

11 November Remembrance Day Service and 
minute silence 

 
Lunchtime Clubs 

 

We saw some beautiful creations at Fashion and Textile 
club last week. 
 

Our students are welcome to attend this club on a 
Wednesday lunchtime. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
   

  



Guinness World Record 
 

On Thursday, Year 7 took part in a Guinness World Record 
attempt for the most people all reading at the same time, run 
in conjunction with the National Literacy Trust.  
 

During the event, students watched a webinar with the 
author Frank Cottrell-Boyce and then read for 10 minutes as 
our part in the record-breaking attempt.  
 

What an excellent opportunity for us to promote reading for 
pleasure, well done Year 7! 
 

Find out more here: 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/events/take-10-record-
attempt/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BTSA Teacher Training 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to train to teach at Southchurch High School? 
 

Please apply via BTSA Teacher Training and Development and 
select Southchurch High School as your School of interest.  
 

If you have any queries about training with us or would like to 
visit us, please email:  
lhawkins@southchurchschool.com 
 

Careers – Healthcare Workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parent/Carer Voice Questionnaire 
 

The survey closes on Monday, so there is still time to give 
us your views! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Menu 
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Well done to Miss Dark, who is our staff Word of the Week 
winner for last week!  
 

She awarded a fabulous 71 points across the week for the 
correct use of ACKNOWLEDGE and won the trophy and 
chocolate bar.  
 

Who will be victorious with this week's word, SIMPLIFY?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fixtures 
 

Year 8 Art 
 

Our Year 8 Art students have been working on their tiger eyes 
over the last few weeks. 
 

The students have worked hard at sketching the eye to the 
correct proportions and using oil pastels to create the fur 
texture. They have produced some fantastic art! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

World Mental Health Day takes place every year on 10 October.   
 

It reminds us why good mental health is so important, and how we 

can prioritise it in our lives and communities. It’s also a moment to 

talk openly and listen to what others are experiencing.    
  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

                                 

 

 

                      

                    

                                  

                    

 

                                                                     

                                                       

            

 

                 

  



 

 

                

                  
                 

           

         
              

                  

                     
                 

               
                  

          
                   

          


