
Transition Evening



Headteacher’s Welcome

Mrs Airoll

This evening, you will hear about:
• Attendance – why it matters and how we support strong attendance 
• Enrichment and clubs – opportunities available to Year 7 students and the benefits of participation
• Behaviour for learning
• Curriculum and assessment - structure of the academic year and reporting home on academic progress
• How we support our SEND students
• Accelerated Reader – how the programme works and how to promote reading at home
• Maths skills – key focus areas and ways to embed foundational mathematical skills effectively
• Supporting the transition from primary school
• ‘The Southchurch experience’  - hear from our student leaders
• Q&A



What can you expect at Southchurch?
Safeguarding and Attendance 

• A calm and happy school!

• We have high expectations because your children deserve the right to learn and 
make progress in a lovely environment.

• Safe children are happy children and happy children make progress. 

• Your main concern may well be bullying – please don’t let this be the case. You also 
have the power to help stop this, on the rare chance it may occur. 

• Social media – stop this impacting school life.

• We do care about attendance and we will never apologize for this. 

• The expectation is a minimum of 97%.

• Rewards will be given for excellent attendance. 

• Support will be given if there is a concern about your child. 

• We will work with you to ensure that your child attends school every day. 

• Children must feel that they belong and are cared for. 





Extra curricular clubs

Tutor Time

House System

Assemblies and guest 
speakers

Trips and visits
Awareness / enrichment 

days

Careers

Academic Curriculum

Increased Parental 
Engagement/Awareness

PSHE lessons + RE



Aim to attend
a minimum of 2 to 3 clubs

a week.

Clubs are FREE to attend – just show up!

Clubs are available before school, at break, lunch 
times and after school.

You get a house point for attending a club ☺



Some of the clubs on offer and 

breaktimes and after school!



Awareness days and 
Interhouse Competitions

•



Community of Opportunity…

Our Duke of Edinburgh cohort is all 
signed up and attending weekly 
meetings to get ready for the summers 
expedition section. 
46 students are completing the bronze 
award with us this year, an all-time 
high!



Student Leadership Office - Hub



Follow Personal Development and PE on 
Instagram for all the latest fixtures and events!

@schs_pe_pd



Southchurch Learning Behaviours

Thinking

Reflection

Collaboration

Resilience



Thinking – the ability to process, understand and 
make sense of new ideas. 

Reflection – the ability to think carefully about 
learning and experiences in order to improve

Collaboration – the ability to work effectively with 
others to reach a common goal

Resilience – the ability to preserve, adapt and 
recover when faced with challenges.



Our Year 7 Curriculum



Our School Values: At Southchurch High 
School, we are a community of opportunity, 

learning and aspiration. 

Why This Curriculum Model?

Our curriculum widens what students can 

access, attempt and become

▪ Opens doors

▪ Levels the playing field: Builds strong 

foundations

Our curriculum promotes deep, connected, disciplined thinking

▪ Balances knowledge and skills

▪ Balances challenge with support

▪ Builds mastery, not just coverage

Raising expectations for what students can achieve

▪ High-quality, rigorous content

▪ Clear progression and challenge

▪ Aspirational exposure



How We Check Learning: 

Formative Assessment Every Lesson. 

To help students remember and apply knowledge, every lesson 
includes quick, low-stakes learning checks:

▪ Start-of-lesson retrieval

▪ Mini whiteboard quizzes

▪ RAG-card checks

▪ Targeted teacher questioning

▪ Self-assessment in green pen

Assessment at Southchurch

How We Use Summative Assessment

▪ Key Tasks: Core subjects: 2 per half-term

▪ Non-core subjects: 1 per half-term

▪ Assessment Points (twice yearly) More formal 
assessments, in examination conditions.



The two main, 
evidence-informed 
strategies we teach 
our students to use 

are…

Flashcards

Great for:

• quick knowledge recall.

• They are ideal for revising 

subjects in which students 

have to learn a lot of facts.

• They are also portable.

Mind maps

Great for:

• condensing the most important 

information from a large topic 

onto one page

• In-depth knowledge recall

• linking ideas together

Independent Learning



Supporting your child to consolidate what they 
have learnt at school – what can you do at home?

1. Build routine – perhaps a certain subject per day?

2. A separate, quiet space reserved for study

3. Talk to them about what they have learnt that day

4. Teach time management – build their resilience but also break down tasks 
into manageable chunks

5. Check their revision – is it high quality?

6. Develop their organisation – ensure they bring their books back to school 
and are equipped to learn in all their lessons

7. Physical and mental wellbeing is also essential for success!



Supporting Our SEND 
Learners
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Our Inclusive Approach to 
Supporting SEND Learners

Inclusive and High-Quality Teaching

Every teacher is a teacher of SEND, using inclusive 
methods and targeted interventions to support 
academic and personal growth.

Collaborative Support Network

Close cooperation among teachers, the SEND team, 
LSAs, pastoral staff, and families ensures tailored and 
evolving support.

Holistic Student Wellbeing

Focus on social, emotional wellbeing and safe spaces 
promotes confidence and inclusion beyond 
academics.
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Using the Pupil Passport to 
Understand Individual 
Needs



Supportive Environment

The Learning Hub provides a calm and structured space for SEND learners during break 
and lunchtime to feel safe and supported.

Positive Social Interaction

The hub encourages social skills development and friendship building in a low-pressure, 
supported environment.

Intervention

Targeted interventions take place in the Learning Hub both during form time and after 
school. These include interventions which focus on things such as; maths, reading, 
comprehension, social skills, speech and language and touch typing.

The Learning Hub 
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Target Setting and Review

Target Setting

Clear, achievable targets are set focusing on academic progress and engagement by each 
classroom teacher and these are reviewed after each set of assessments.

The SEND department may set targets on social skills development which will be reviewed 
termly.

Implementation of Support

Targets are used to inform where intervention is needed.

Ongoing Review and Adjustment

Regular reviews evaluate progress and adapt targets and strategies to meet evolving student 
needs.
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Why Reading is Important

The average reading age of a GCSE examination question is 15 years and 7 

months, although it can be higher for some subjects. Here is an example:

Maths: “A cylindrical tank with a radius of 3.5 metres and height of 6 metres is 
filled to 80% capacity. Calculate the volume of water in the tank in cubic 
metres, giving your answer to two decimal places.”

It is not only their mathematical skills but also their literacy skills that are being 
tested. Research shows that vocabulary levels are a powerful predictor of GCSE 
outcomes, particularly in maths.



Accelerated 
Reader 
(How To)

Read a book…
Choose a book from the library! Once you finish, you’re ready to quiz.

Earn prizes and rewards…

Quiz…

Students are awarded ClassChart points and given certificates & prizes every term for taking part! 
There are also extra prizes for hitting word count goals!

Head to www.southchurchschool.com. Find the ‘School Life’ dropdown menu and select ‘Library’, 
then select the ‘Accelerated Reader’ tab. Login and quiz!

Repeat!!

Climb the ladder in the library… 

Quiz as many times as you like on all of the books you read!

Every time you pass a quiz your word count will be contributed to and you will move up the 
ladder in the library. Usernames are your 

“firstnamesurname” and the 

password is ‘abc’. 

READ, QUIZ, REPEAT!

harrypotter

abc

EXAMPLE

http://www.southchurchschool.com/


Search for the book you would like.

Take the ‘Reading Practice’ quiz.



Once the quiz is finished, it will let you know 
if the quiz was passed. If it was, it will also say 
how many words were in that book.

Keep an eye on your progress both on your 
profile, and on the ladder in the library.  



Promoting Reading at Home

• How can we support our children?

• How can we promote book talk?

• How can we support reluctant readers?

• How can we make reading a focus?



Transition Reading

On Transition Day, all our incoming Year 7 students will be gifted a 
book by our library. We would like them to read that book over the 
summer holidays. Then:

• On their first day in form time, there will be an ice breaker where 
they tell their partner/classmates about their book and they will 
have a chance to swap amongst themselves

• Within the first few weeks of term, one of their English lessons will 
be in the library – they can become familiar with it but also carry out 
an Accelerated Reader quiz on their book so they can start earning 
points!



Mr Farmer 
Assistant Headteacher

Maths Skills



How to learn and remember maths

When just reading notes from lessons it has been proved: 
66% of material is forgotten after 7 days
88% of material is forgotten after 6 weeks

Reading notes and text books leads to a mere 12% 
retention of information

To ensure students remember their maths they 
need to keep practicing over and over again



Why is it helpful to 

know the

times tables?



IF MATHS 

WERE A 

HOUSE

+  −
× ÷

FRACTIONS AND %

GRAPHS, SHAPES & ALGEBRA

ALL THE EVEN MORE FUN STUFF



Times tables (like adding 

and subtracting) need to 

be strong for you to be 

able to make better 

progress.



• Here are the key benefits of knowing your times tables:

• Improved Mental Maths & Speed: Immediate recall 

eliminates the need to rely on fingers or calculators, 

speeding up calculations.

• Foundation for Complex Concepts: A solid understanding is 

essential for advancing to long multiplication, division, 

fractions, and algebra.

• Enhanced Problem-Solving: With basic multiplication facts 

memorized, the brain can focus on solving complex, multi-

step problems.



• Here are the key benefits of knowing your times tables:

• Increased Confidence: Mastery reduces anxiety during 

math tests and in daily life.

• Real-World Application: Times tables are used in daily life for 

tasks such as calculating tips, managing money, measuring 

ingredients, and calculating time.

• Pattern Recognition: Knowledge of times tables helps 

individuals understand number relationships, such as 

recognizing that 3 x 2 = 6  also means 30 x 20 = 600





The Student Heatmap



Student 
Rock Status

A bit of healthy competition



Rewards



A reduction in knowledge over 
the summer

Students skills decrease from the time they do 
their KS2 SATs to the time they start in Year 7.

Keep asking them questions over
the summer 



Keep asking questions over the summer 

- In the car
- At home

- Recite specific x-tables 
out loud



Login details, Times-

table grids and Parent 

Guides



Miss Stockman

Head of Year 7



Head of Year Role

Pastoral care 

Assemblies and workshops

Work alongside the tutor team

Praising for outstanding achievements

Marinating our high expectations

Being the ‘go to’ for year 7

Making us the best year group Southchurch has ever seen!



Our Core values

Be Present

Be Respectful

Be Consistent



The Transition



TEAMS  



Classcharts



Classcharts – for student and parent 



iPayimpact
• Cashless school

• Load money onto iPayimpact account

• Pay for trips and events in school

• Top up as needed



Pastoral and Wellbeing Support



Contact Details

Miss Stockman: Head of Year

Miss Caten: Pastoral Support

Email: nstockman@southchurchschool.com

mailto:nstockman@southchurchschool.com


Hear from one of our Year 7 student leaders!


