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•To know what phonics is
•To know how we teach phonics at Springdale
•To know how our Learn to Read books link to 
phonics
•To know how you can support at home
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To know what 
phonics is
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Evidence shows teaching phonics is the 
best way to teach children to read words

A vital element of being 
able to read fluently 

and proficiently is the 
early and successful 
teaching of phonics
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Phonics is the link between letters 
and the sounds they make.

Skills of segmenting and 
blending

Knowledge of the 
alphabetic code+



6

CH



Phoneme
Phonemes are the smallest unit of speech -

sounds which make up a word. 

If you change a phoneme within a word, you can change the meaning.

trapcat chart
CH
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Grapheme
The written representation of the phoneme – the 

letters 

s  tt ch  ee  igh
CH
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Digraph

ch ss  ai  sh  oo
chop

2 letters that make 1 sound/phoneme

shampoosail
CH
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Trigraph

igh  air  ear 
high

3 letters that make 1 sound/phoneme

clearchair

CH



Oral Blending
Hearing a series of spoken sounds and merging 

(blending) them together to make a spoken word 
– no text is used. 

c–a-t
CH



Blending
The process of recognising letters in a word and putting 

individual sounds back together to read a word.

shop  shop
Decode it Blend it back together Understand it

CH



Sound Buttons
A strategy to support with blending. Dots and 
lines are added under letters to help readers 

identify the sounds within a word.

trapcat chart
CH



Oral Segmenting
The process of breaking up spoken words into 

sounds to support with spelling.
Say it Hear the sounds in order Track the sounds

pen p

e n

CH



Segmenting
The process of breaking down words into sounds and 

recording the corresponding graphemes/letters.

Track the sounds

p

e n
Record the graphemes

pen
CH



Phoneme Fingers
A strategy to support spelling where words are 

broken down into sounds and tracked on fingers.
Track the sounds

p

e n
Say it

pen
CH



This is how we segment/spell!

Top Tip
Use your sound mat to help you!

1. Say the word

2. Sound it out on our 
phoneme fingers

3. Write each grapheme 
in order

CH
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To know how we teach 
phonics at Springdale
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Our Intent

At Springdale First School, we value reading as a key life skill and are 
dedicated to enabling our pupils to become lifelong readers. 

To best prepare them for their reading journeys, we give a high priority 
to the teaching of phonics. 

Reading is the key to our young learner’s future and so we are 
relentless in ensuring they receive high quality phonics teaching.
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To support children to recall their graphemes and embed them 
in their long-term memory, we use Jolly Phonics as a 
supplementary resource to offer a more multisensory 

approach.

Our approach is a complete systematic 
synthetic phonics programme (SSP) developed 

by our school for our learners.

Based on the original Letters and Sounds, but extensively 
revised to provide a complete teaching programme meeting 

all the expectations of the National Curriculum.
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By following one scheme as a whole school, we can establish a 
progressive, consistent phonics curriculum where children progress and 

succeed. 

A cohesive policy and 
Catch-Up Programme has 
been created to ensure our 
approach is transparent 

and consistent.
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Our Phonics Programme is driven by our Learn to Read 
Books – the order of sounds taught and tricky words covered 

matches exactly to the Big Cat Collins Books.
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Phonics is to be taught rapidly as soon as children 
start school. We have mapped out when sounds 

should be taught at each point in the year.
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There are seven aspects within phase 1:
• General sound discrimination – environmental sounds

• General sound discrimination - instrumental sounds

• General sound discrimination – body percussion

• Rhythm and rhyme

• Alliteration

• Voice sounds

• Oral blending and segmenting

Children who can listen and identify initial, medial and final sounds will be 
able to successfully blend the sounds to read words.

This phase concentrates on developing children's speaking and listening skills, 
with an emphasis on getting children attuned to the sounds around them and 

developing their oral blending and segmenting skills. Although, no letter sounds 
are taught within this phase it is crucial to future success in acquiring letters 

and sounds and consequently being able to read. 

EYFS
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*Many children will be able to read some vowel-consonant (VC) words (eg. it in 
is at) 

*Some can read consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words (eg cat dog pin). 

*Spell these words either using magnetic letters or by writing the letters on 
paper or on whiteboards. 

*Begin to read two-syllable words and simple captions. 

*Practise reading words with double consonants and will learn to read some 
common exception ‘tricky’ words.

EYFS children will learn the first 18 letter sounds from Phase 2 in 
manageable groups. They will move on from oral blending and 

segmentation to blending and segmenting with letters. 

Discrete, daily phonics sessions take place promptly from week 2 of 
the children starting school in Reception. We aim to have taught all 

phase 2 content by October half term.

Focus on producing pure sounds – no schwa on the end of words which can impact blending

EYFS
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https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2wpdvv

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2wpdvv
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*Represent each of the phase 2 and 3 phonemes by a grapheme.

*Continue to practise CVC blending and segmentation in this phase 

*Apply their knowledge of blending and segmenting to reading and spelling 
simple two-syllable words and captions. 

*Learn letter names during this phase

*Learn to read some more tricky words and begin to learn to spell some of these 
words. 

*Within this phase, children are taught to join digraphs in line with our 
handwriting scheme. This supports the children in identifying the letters that 
make one sound.

Phase 3 teaches another 29 graphemes, most of them comprising two 
letters (e.g. oa) referred to as digraphs.

At Springdale, we aim to have taught phase 3 by Christmas of 
Reception. We then revisit this, slowing our pace to support the 
teaching of blending and segmenting and recall of GPCs.

EYFS
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By the end of Foundation Stage, the 
expectation is that children will know all 
Phase 3 sounds and will be able to blend 

Phase 3 sounds to read.
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*No new graphemes are introduced. 

*Consolidate the children's knowledge of phase 2 and 3 

*Practise reading and writing polysyllabic words (words consisting 
of 1 or more syllables eg. bedroom).

*Read a number of new tricky words are introduced within this 
phase:

*Learn to read and spell longer words which have adjacent 
consonants, such as ‘trap’, ‘string’ and ‘milk’.

EYFS



train
joint

Phase 4 Phonics



Phase 5 Phonics

Teaching children to recognise and use 
alternative ways of pronouncing the 

graphemes and spelling the phonemes 
already taught.

Year 1
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*New graphemes for reading*



Phase 5 Phonics
Same sound, different letters

pain
may
make
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i

(as in fin and find)

ow

(as in cow and blow)

y

(as in yes, by and very)
o

(as in hot and cold)

ie

(as in tie and field)

ch

(as in chin, school and chef)

c

(as in cat and cent)

ea

(as in eat and bread)

ou

(as in out, shoulder, could 
and you)

g

(as in got and giant)

er

(as in farmer and her)

u

(as in but and put)

a

(as in hat and what)

* Teach alternative pronunciations of 
graphemes for reading*

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Phase 5 Phonics
Same letters, different sounds

mean
bread



Phase 5 Phonics

By the end of Year One, the expectation 
is that children will know all Phase 5 
sounds and will be able to blend Phase 

5 sounds to read.



Phase 6 Phonics

Children become fluent readers and 
increasingly accurate spellers. Spelling 

lags behind reading, as it is harder.
Shift from learning to read to reading 

to learn. Children begin to read for 
pleasure and information.
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Revisit and Review

Teach

Practise

Apply

• Taught daily
• Discrete 25 minute sessions
• I do, We do, You do 

opportunities
• Mixture of carpet time to 

practise and independent 
tasks to apply
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Red Pepper Boiling Hot On Fire
Fluency + scaffolds Reasoning Deepening
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In the early stages of reading, children will over 
rely on sounding out words which interrupts the 
flow of reading. Once children can read fluently, 
they are more able to recall what they have read 

and comprehend it.

CH



Look for repeated words –
avoid sounding out the same 

words

Recognise your 
Rainbow/Tricky 
Words by sight

Read the whole 
sentence back after 

decoding

Developing Fluency

CH
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To support the learning of the tricky words, we use a multi-
sensory approach called ‘Taming Tricky Words’. This is a word 

association strategy that helps children develop their recognition 
of common exception words. Knowledge of these essential 

function words builds fluency and ultimately helps develop 
prediction of other words. 

During tricky word sessions, the 
target word is introduced and 

contextualised within a sentence to 
support the children’s understanding. 

Further investigation allows the 
children to spot any familiar 

graphemes (eg. there is an ‘s’ and ‘d’ 
in said). The ‘tricky’ part of the word 
is then identified with discussion on 

which letters aren’t making the 
expected GPC. 

CH
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To know how our Learn 
to Read books link to 

phonics
CH



“Learn to Read”
• The books are phonic based allowing children 

to practise blending – books should be a 
comfortable read and should only contain 
sounds the children are secure in

• The books are chosen by the teacher and are 
changed weekly, based on teacher’s ongoing 
assessment – varying days

• The books match the phonics sounds being 
practised and taught in the classroom.

• . 

Further opportunities to apply phonics teaching and develop 
fluency...

CH
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To know how you can 
support at home 

CH
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