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This report is designed to answer some of the most frequently asked questions about the academy’s policies and provision for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.
What kind of Special Education Needs and/or disabilities does Springfield Primary Academy cater for?
At Springfield Primary Academy, we are committed to ensuring that every child can thrive and achieve their full potential. High-quality, inclusive teaching is at the heart of everything we do, and we have high aspirations for all pupils, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Our staff are trained to identify and respond to a wide range of needs, adapting teaching, learning environments and support to enable all pupils to access the curriculum and participate fully in school life.
In line with the SEND Code of Practice (2015), SEND is grouped into four broad areas of need:
1. Communication and Interaction
Children may experience difficulties with speech, language and communication, or may have a diagnosis such as Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
2. Cognition and Learning
Children may find learning more challenging than their peers and may have specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyspraxia or dyscalculia.
3. Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)
Children may experience difficulties managing their emotions, relationships or behaviour. This can include conditions such as ADHD, ADD, attachment difficulties, anxiety, depression and other mental health needs.
4. Sensory and/or Physical Needs
Children may require support for a physical disability or sensory impairment, including visual impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI) or multisensory impairment (MSI).
We recognise that every child is unique. Some children may have needs that span more than one area, and we work closely with families and external professionals to ensure that the right support is in place.
What are the academy’s policies with regard to the identification and assessment of children with SEND?
At Springfield Primary Academy, we understand the importance of identifying needs early and providing support as soon as possible. Our approach is based on careful assessment, collaboration with families and a commitment to ensuring that every child receives the support they need to succeed. For many pupils, needs can be met through high-quality adaptive teaching within the classroom. This may include adjustments to teaching methods, resources, learning environments or additional targeted support. Where further intervention is required, personalised support plans and specialist advice may be used to help remove barriers to learning.
A child may be identified as having SEND through:
· Progress that is significantly slower than expected or differs from previous rates of progress.
· Concerns raised by teachers regarding academic achievement, communication, behaviour, social development or emotional wellbeing.
· Concerns shared by parents or carers.
· Information provided by the child through pupil voice activities.
· Advice from external professionals, such as Educational Psychologists, health professionals or specialist services.
· Medical diagnoses provided by paediatricians or other healthcare professionals.
· Information received from previous schools or settings.
It is important to note that slow progress or low attainment alone does not necessarily mean that a child has SEND.
When considering whether a child requires special educational provision, we work closely with parents, carers and the child to understand their strengths, needs and desired outcomes. This information helps us determine the most appropriate support, whether through adaptations to our universal provision or through targeted and specialist interventions.

What are the arrangements at Springfield for consulting parents of children with SEND?
We believe that children achieve the best outcomes when schools and families work together. We value the knowledge, views and aspirations that parents and carers have for their children and aim to develop strong, positive relationships throughout a child's time at Springfield Primary Academy.
When a child is identified as needing additional support, we will work closely with the child and their parents or carers to ensure that their strengths, needs and aspirations are fully understood. These discussions help us to:
· Develop a shared understanding of the child's strengths and areas of need.
· Consider the views and concerns of parents and carers.
· Listen to and include the child's voice in decision-making.
· Agree clear outcomes and next steps.
· Review progress and adapt support where necessary.
How we consult and communicate with parents:
· Termly parent meetings for all pupils. 
· Regular review meetings for pupils receiving SEN Support, involving parents, the class teacher and the child where appropriate. 
· Annual Reviews for pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), involving parents, school staff and any relevant external professionals. 
· Early review meetings whenever there is a significant change in a child's needs or circumstances. 
· Opportunities for parents to attend meetings with external agencies involved in supporting their child.
· The SENCO is available to meet with parents to discuss their child.
· The SENCO may also signpost parents of children with SEND to the local authority Parent Partnership service (SENDIASS – Tel: on 01472 326363) when impartial advice, guidance and support may be required and to the LA’s local offer https://sendlocaloffer.nelincs.gov.uk/

What are the arrangements for assessing and reviewing pupils' progress towards outcomes?
At Springfield Primary Academy, we follow the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review to identify needs, plan support and evaluate its impact.
The class teacher, supported by the SENCO where appropriate, will carry out a detailed assessment of a pupil's strengths and needs. This may draw upon:
· Classroom assessments and observations.
· Previous attainment, progress and behaviour information.
· The views of the child and their family.
· Information from other professionals and external agencies.
· Comparisons with age-related expectations and national data where appropriate.
Support will be planned to address identified needs and clear outcomes will be agreed. All staff working with the pupil will be informed of the strategies, adjustments and provision required to support their learning effectively.
The impact of support will be reviewed regularly through ongoing assessment, discussions with pupils and parents, and analysis of progress towards agreed outcomes. This enables us to refine provision and ensure that support remains responsive to the child's needs.
Where pupils are working below age-related expectations, assessment may be drawn from learning objectives from earlier year groups. For pupils with more complex learning needs, additional assessment tools, including PIVATS, may be used to measure smaller steps of progress and inform future planning.

What are Springfield’s admission arrangements for children with SEND? 

The Enquire Learning Trust Admissions Policy can be found on their website. 
https://enquirelearningtrust.org/key-information/admissions 
The admission arrangements for all pupils are in accordance with national legislation, including the Equalities Act 2010. This includes children with SEND who are supported through School Support or who have an Education, Health and Care Plan.

What are Springfield’s arrangements for SEND children when transferring between phases and/or to the next stage of education?

Every transition at Springfield is planned carefully. All children have the opportunity to meet their new teacher and any adults they will be working with, in their new classroom, during a transition morning.
Early Years Foundation Stage 
Children entering reception from our nursery are given opportunities to visit the Reception environment, explore the outdoor learning and playground areas, and become familiar with the routines and expectations of the setting. Reception staff also visit children in Nursery to play alongside them, share stories and begin to build positive relationships before they start school. Children joining from other settings are offered a transition visit prior to starting in Reception. Some children may benefit from additional visits and personalised transition arrangements. These may include spending time in their new classroom, meeting key adults, and receiving a social story containing photographs of staff, classrooms and other areas of the school. Where appropriate, the SENCO and Foundation Stage staff will liaise with, and visit, the child's current setting to gather information and ensure a smooth and successful transition.

Foundation Stage to Year 1
Transition from Reception to Year 1 is carefully planned to ensure that all children feel confident and well prepared for the move into Key Stage 1. The Early Years Lead, Mrs Storr, works closely with Reception and Year 1 staff to provide a smooth transition, enabling children to build familiarity with their new classroom, routines and adults while developing the skills needed to successfully access the Year 1 curriculum.

Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2
Transitions between year groups are carefully planned to ensure that all pupils feel confident and prepared for the next stage of their education. Information is shared between teachers to ensure continuity of support and provision.
For some pupils with SEND, transition arrangements may include meetings involving parents, the current class teacher and the receiving teacher to discuss strengths, needs and successful strategies. Where appropriate, additional transition activities, visits or personalised support may be planned to help pupils become familiar with new routines, expectations and learning environments.
Mid-Year Admissions
For pupils joining Springfield during the academic year, parents and children are invited to visit the academy to meet staff and become familiar with the school environment. A welcome pack is provided, and information is gathered from the child's previous setting to support a successful transition.
For pupils with SEND, the SENCO will liaise closely with the previous school or setting to obtain detailed information about the child's needs, strengths and effective support strategies. Additional visits or transition arrangements may be put in place where necessary.
Year 6 to Secondary School Transfer
We work closely with local secondary schools, families and external agencies to ensure that pupils experience a positive and successful transition to secondary education.
For pupils with SEND, transition arrangements may include:
· Meetings involving parents, the SENCO, secondary school staff and relevant professionals to share information and plan appropriate support.
· Annual Reviews for pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), which focus on preparing for adulthood and supporting a smooth move to secondary school.
· Additional visits to the receiving secondary school to become familiar with the environment, routines and key staff.
· Personalised transition programmes, where required, to develop confidence, independence and readiness for change.
· Support from external agencies where appropriate.

Additional Transition Support
Across all phases, transition arrangements are tailored to meet individual needs. We ensure that relevant information, including SEND records and any other appropriate information, is shared securely with receiving schools or settings to support continuity of provision.
Springfield works closely with local nurseries, schools and secondary settings to ensure that transitions are well planned and effectively managed. Where additional support is required, enhanced transition programmes, including extra visits and personalised resources, may be provided to help pupils feel secure and confident in their new environment.

What is the approach to teaching children with SEND at Springfield?
At Springfield Primary Academy, we are committed to providing an inclusive education in which all pupils are valued, supported and encouraged to achieve their full potential. We adopt a whole-school approach to SEND, recognising that every teacher is a teacher of pupils with SEND and is responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all pupils in their class.
High-quality adaptive teaching is the foundation of our provision. We aim to remove barriers to learning by adapting teaching, resources, learning environments and support to meet the needs of individual pupils. We work closely with pupils, families and external professionals to ensure that support is tailored, effective and focused on achieving positive outcomes.
Our approach includes:
· High-quality adaptive teaching as the first and most important level of support for all pupils. Teachers adapt their teaching through a broad and balanced curriculum to meet a range of learning needs.
· Pre-teaching and overlearning opportunities where appropriate, enabling pupils to develop confidence and secure key knowledge and skills.
· Targeted interventions and additional support, delivered individually or in small groups, for pupils who require further assistance to make progress.
· Personalised provision, including adaptations to learning activities, resources and support strategies, based on identified needs and agreed outcomes.
· Partnership working with parents and carers, ensuring that their views, along with those of the child, inform planning and review processes.
· Inclusive practice, with every effort made to educate pupils with SEND alongside their peers and enable them to participate fully in all aspects of school life.
We regularly review the effectiveness of our provision to ensure that support remains responsive to pupils' needs and promotes the best possible outcomes.

How is the learning environment and curriculum adapted for children with SEND?
We are committed to ensuring that all pupils can access a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum. We make reasonable adjustments to both the learning environment and the curriculum so that pupils with SEND can participate fully in school life and achieve their potential.
We work closely with children, families and external professionals to understand individual needs and identify any adaptations, resources or support that may be required. Adjustments may include:
· Adapting teaching approaches to meet individual needs, including the use of flexible grouping, additional adult support and tailored learning activities.
· Providing appropriate resources and assistive technology where required.
· Using recommended strategies and resources such as visual timetables, social stories, laptops, iPads, coloured overlays and enlarged print.
· Allowing additional processing time, pre-teaching key vocabulary, chunking information into manageable steps and providing verbal as well as written instructions.
· Implementing access arrangements for statutory assessments where appropriate.
· Making reasonable adjustments to staffing, resources and the learning environment to support participation and independence.
Our learning environment is designed to be inclusive, supportive and accessible for all pupils. Examples of support within our classrooms and across the academy include:
· Visual supports, working walls and scaffolds to aid understanding and promote independence.
· Visual timetables and, where appropriate, additional visual prompts to support routines, organisation and transitions.
· Clear expectations and consistent classroom routines to help pupils feel secure and confident.
· Strategic seating arrangements to meet individual sensory, physical or learning needs.
· Access to adapted resources and assistive technology to support learning and independence.
· Opportunities for sensory or movement breaks where appropriate to support attention and self-regulation.
· Access to quiet workspaces or low-distraction environments when needed.
· Support for emotional regulation through the use of agreed strategies, visual supports and trusted adults.
· Implementation of recommendations provided by external professionals to support individual needs.
· Reasonable adjustments to enable pupils with SEND to participate fully in educational visits, extracurricular activities and wider school life.
Our site also includes:
· Three disabled parking bays.
· A disabled toilet and changing facilities.
· Wheelchair access throughout the ground floor of the building (see our Accessibility Plan for further details).

What additional support for learning is available? 
At Springfield Primary Academy, support for pupils with SEND is provided through a graduated approach. Provision is organised into three levels of support, which we refer to as Cycle 1, Cycle 2 and Cycle 3. The level of support provided is determined by a pupil's individual strengths, needs and outcomes, and may change over time as needs are reviewed.
Support ranges from high-quality adaptive teaching within the classroom to more targeted and specialist provision. The table below provides examples of the types of needs that pupils may experience and the support, strategies and interventions that may be used to help them succeed.
	Area of need
	Possible interventions/ Provision
	Possible outside agencies

	Cognition and Learning
	Little Wandle daily keep up, Little Wandle SEND programme, Numicon, Plus 1, Plus 2, Nessy, Precision Teaching, Pre teaching and overlearning opportunities, Additional reading and fluency support, Adapted resources and scaffolds, Assistive technology where appropriate
	Child Development Centre (CDC) (EY)
Education Team for hearing and vision (ETHV)
Educational Psychology Services (EP)
Speech and Language Service (SALT)

	Communication and Interaction
	Visual Timetables, Now and Next cards, Social Stories, Nurture Groups, Colourful semantics, PSHCE Jigsaw programme, Targeted language and communication activities, Structured routines and visual supports
	Speech and Language Service
(SALT)
Family First Action Point (FFAP)
Educational Psychology Services (EP)
Family Help

	Sensory and Physical
	Motor Skills (fine and gross),
Handwriting programmes, Tactile/Sensory toys, Wobble cushions, Movement breaks
	Occupational Therapy (via GP)
EHTV Service
School Nursing Team

	Social, Emotion and Mental Health
	Buddy System, Forest School, Nurture Groups, PSHCE Jigsaw programme, Compass Go Pods, Emotional check -ins, Safe spaces and trusted adults
	Young Minds Matter (YMM) Compass Go!
Academy SEMH Team
Educational Psychology Services
Family Help



What is the level of expertise and training of staff in relation to SEND?
At Springfield Primary Academy, we are committed to ensuring that all staff have the knowledge, skills and confidence to meet the needs of pupils with SEND. We recognise that high-quality teaching is the most important factor in securing positive outcomes for children with additional needs, and we invest in ongoing professional development for all staff.
Training is planned in response to the needs of our pupils and takes account of whole-school priorities, current research and individual professional development needs. Staff access training through:
· The SENCO.
· Enquire Learning Trust training and professional networks.
· Local Authority training and guidance.
· Specialist external agencies and SEND professionals.
Our SENCO is an experienced teacher who regularly engages in continuing professional development and keeps up to date with local and national developments in SEND. This includes participation in Local Authority networks, professional forums and Enquire Learning Trust SENCO hubs.
Springfield Primary Academy benefits from a skilled and experienced team of teachers and teaching assistants who work collaboratively to provide inclusive, high-quality support for all pupils.

How is equipment and facilities, to support children with SEND secured?
We are committed to ensuring that pupils with SEND have access to the resources, equipment and facilities they need to participate fully in learning and school life.
Alongside targeted support and intervention programmes, we use a range of resources and assistive technologies to help remove barriers to learning and promote independence. These may include visual supports, sensory resources, adapted furniture, specialist equipment, laptops, tablets and other recommended aids.
The need for additional equipment or resources is identified through the graduated approach and may involve consultation with parents, pupils, school staff and external professionals. Where specialist equipment or adaptations are recommended, we will work with relevant agencies to secure appropriate provision wherever possible.
We regularly review the effectiveness of equipment, resources and adaptations to ensure they continue to meet pupils' needs and support positive outcomes.
How do we evaluate the effectiveness of SEN provision at Springfield?
We are committed to ensuring that all SEND provision has a positive impact on pupils’ outcomes, wellbeing and inclusion. The effectiveness of SEND provision is monitored and reviewed regularly through our graduated approach to ensure that support remains responsive to individual needs.
We evaluate the effectiveness of our SEND provision by:
· Reviewing pupils' progress towards their individual outcomes at least termly.
· Monitoring the impact of interventions and additional support.
· Tracking attainment, progress, attendance and wider outcomes for pupils with SEND.
· Holding regular pupil progress meetings with teachers and senior leaders.
· Undertaking monitoring activities by the SENCO, including learning walks, observations, provision reviews and discussions with staff.
· Seeking the views of pupils and parents through meetings, reviews and questionnaires.
· Reviewing and updating SEN Support Plans as part of the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle.
· Holding Annual Reviews for pupils with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).
· Evaluating SEND provision through school self-evaluation and improvement planning.
· Reporting to academy leaders and governors on the effectiveness of SEND provision and outcomes for pupils with SEND.
· Comparing school SEND outcomes and data with local and national benchmarks where appropriate.
How do we enable children with SEND to be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips? 
Springfield Primary Academy is an inclusive school, and we believe that all pupils should have equal opportunities to participate in the wider life of the school. We are committed to ensuring that pupils with SEND can access and enjoy extracurricular activities, educational visits, residential experiences and enrichment opportunities alongside their peers.
We support inclusion by:
· Ensuring that all extracurricular clubs and activities are accessible to pupils with SEND wherever possible.
· Making reasonable adjustments to enable pupils to participate fully in school activities and visits.
· Encouraging all pupils to take part in educational visits, residential trips, sports events, performances, workshops and other enrichment opportunities.
· Liaising closely with parents, carers and pupils to identify any support or adjustments that may be required.
· Undertaking thorough risk assessments for trips and visits to ensure that individual needs are considered and appropriate support is in place.
· Consulting with external agencies where appropriate to ensure suitable arrangements can be made.
· Providing additional staffing, resources or specialist equipment where necessary to support participation.
· Arranging specialist transport when required and appropriate.
· Ensuring that pupils with SEND are included in all aspects of school life and are encouraged to develop their confidence, independence and social skills through participation in a wide range of activities.

What support is available for improving the emotional and social wellbeing of children with SEND?
At Springfield Primary Academy, we recognise that emotional wellbeing is fundamental to successful learning and development. We are committed to creating a caring, inclusive environment where all pupils feel safe, valued and respected. We promote positive mental health, celebrate individuality and help pupils develop the confidence, resilience and social skills needed to thrive.
We work hard to foster a school culture in which children feel a sense of belonging and are encouraged to talk openly about their feelings, worries and experiences.
Pupils may be supported through:
· Positive relationships with teachers, teaching assistants and other trusted adults.
· Regular opportunities to talk about their feelings, worries and successes through individual and small-group support.
· Personalised behaviour support plans where appropriate, to help pupils manage challenges during lessons, transition times and social situations.
· Nurture provision and targeted social skills support.
· Support from Pivotal sports workers during lunchtime and unstructured times.
· PSHE lessons through the Jigsaw programme, which promote emotional literacy, wellbeing and healthy relationships.
· Forest School opportunities to develop confidence, resilience, teamwork and self-esteem.
· Access to emotional regulation strategies, safe spaces and additional support from trusted adults where needed.
· Support from external agencies, such as Educational Psychologists, Compass GO! and other relevant services where appropriate.
We also recognise the importance of supporting families. Where additional help is required, we may signpost or refer parents and carers to services such as the Family Hub, School Nursing Service, Family Help and other relevant support agencies.
At Springfield, inclusion is at the heart of everything we do. We celebrate diversity and promote a culture of respect, understanding and belonging. Our Behaviour Policy sets out our commitment to ensuring that all pupils feel safe, supported and able to participate fully in school life. Staff are trained to recognise and respond to emerging social, emotional and mental health needs, enabling support to be put in place as early as possible.


What specialist services (including health and social services and voluntary organisations) are involved in meeting the needs of pupils with SEND and supporting families at Springfield?
Where a pupil continues to make less than expected progress despite high-quality teaching and targeted support, we may seek advice from specialist services to help us better understand and meet their needs. Parents and carers are always involved in discussions about referrals and specialist involvement.
We work in partnership with a range of services and organisations that support the identification of need, assessment, planning and review of provision for pupils with SEND. These may include:
· Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS).
· School Nursing Service.
· Education Team for Hearing and Vision.
· Speech and Language Therapy Service.
· Occupational Therapy Service.
· Physiotherapy Service.
· Child Development Centre (CDC), Grimsby Hospital.
· Educational Psychology Service.
· Compass GO!
· Young Minds Matter (YMM).
· Family Hub and Family Help services.
What do you do at Springfield if you have a complaint about the SEN provision for your child?
At Springfield Primary Academy, we value open and positive communication with parents and carers and encourage any concerns to be raised as early as possible. We recognise that parents and carers play a vital role in their child's education and are committed to working in partnership to resolve any concerns quickly and effectively.
If you have a concern about your child's SEND provision, we encourage you to speak to your child's class teacher in the first instance. Alternatively, you may contact the SENCO or the Principal through the school office. Many concerns can be resolved through discussion and collaboration.
We involve parents at every stage of the SEND process and provide regular opportunities to discuss progress, provision and outcomes. We value parental contributions and view parents and carers as key partners in supporting their child's development.
If a concern cannot be resolved through these discussions, parents may follow the academy's formal complaints procedure. Details of this procedure are available on the school website or can be obtained from the school office. All concerns and complaints will be handled sensitively and confidentially.
For matters relating specifically to SEND, parents may also contact the Academy Improvement Committee member with responsibility for SEND via the school office.
Parents of pupils with disabilities also have the right to make a claim to the First-tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability) if they believe that their child has been discriminated against because of their disability. Claims may relate to:
· Exclusions.
· The provision of education and associated services.
· A failure to make reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and services.

Contact details of support services in our area for parents of pupils with SEN
Parents are encouraged to look at the NELC local offer which provides a wealth of information relating to SEND support and other issues. https://sendlocaloffer.nelincs.gov.uk/

Who can children or parents contact if they have concerns?
Laura Robinson is the SENCO at Springfield Academy and can be contacted on 
01472 230260 or at office@springfieldacademy.net

The local authority local offer
[bookmark: _Toc362853010][bookmark: _Toc492996808]Parents are able to access the Local Authority local offer at the North East Lincolnshire Council website. 
https://sendlocaloffer.nelincs.gov.uk/
At Springfield, we work with a number of external agencies who are available to support families of children with SEND. E.g. SENDIASS.  
They can be contacted here:
https://sendlocaloffer.nelincs.gov.uk/sendiass/

Monitoring arrangements
The SEN information report will be reviewed by the SENCO every year. It will also be updated if any changes to the information are made during the year. 
[bookmark: _Toc362853011][bookmark: _Toc492996809]Links with other policies and documents
This SEN Information report links to our policies that can be found via the school website (Important information – policies)
· SEN policy
Accessibility plan 
Behaviour
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