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Dear Parents and Guardians,
As the celebration of Confirmation draws closer, I would like to share some important reminders and updates to help ensure the smooth running of this very special occasion for the children.
Service Information
· The Confirmation Mass will take place on Tuesday 2nd December at 6:00pm.
· The celebration will finish at approximately 7:15pm.
· The service will be led by Bishop David Evans.
· Children and sponsors must arrive no later than 5:30pm and should go directly to the church hall, where they will be greeted by school staff.
Sponsor Cards
Today, your child received an example sponsor card. Please complete this and return it to school by Tuesday. Please make sure the sponsor’s name is clear for me to read. 
There is no need for sponsor signatures at this stage- I will complete the official cards beforehand, and sponsors can sign them on the evening when they meet us in the church hall. This will ensure that all necessary cards are prepared and accounted for ahead of the service.
Seating Information & Sponsor Role
Each child and their sponsor will be seated together and will have a set place allocated to them for the service. There will be cards on the benches to indicate where to sit, so please follow these on arrival. After next week the children will know exactly where to sit so they can guide you if needed. 
This arrangement is important because, during the Rite of Confirmation, the sponsor will place their right hand on the child’s left shoulder and accompany them to the altar. The sponsor will then present the Confirmation name card (which I will provide) to Father.
We will practice this in school, so please encourage your child to explain to their sponsor what they will be expected to do on the evening.
Additional Information
· Many children have volunteered to read during the service-please take time to practise their reading at home.
· Please ensure your child is in full winter uniform.
· After the service, parents and families are very welcome to take photographs of the children in the church. We kindly ask that photographs are taken with reverence and consideration for the sacred space and other families, and that the ceremony itself is not interrupted.
· We will take a group photo with Bishop David Evans on the altar immediately after the ceremony.
· Following the group photograph, the children will be prompted to return to their benches and will then be dismissed by a member of staff.
Preparation in School
Next week, the children will visit the church on Thursday and Friday morning to walk through the service. In class, our focus will be on understanding the structure of the Confirmation Mass, as well as learning about the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit.
At this time, we are not scheduling a separate parent meeting, but if you would like to discuss any aspect of Confirmation-preparation, sponsors, or practical questions-please let me know. I am very happy to speak with you after school or arrange a phone call if more convenient.
We are very much looking forward to celebrating this sacrament with the children and sharing this joyful moment as a school and parish community.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Yours faithfully,

Mr Ullah
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deputy Head


“SS John & Monica Catholic Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.”
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