
Year 6 SATS

Inspire Workshop



• SATs is a term people use to refer to End of Key Stage 2 Assessments; 

• It lasts for four days beginning on Tuesday 9th May 2023 and ending on Friday 

12th May 2022; 

• Children will sit the following SATs papers:

- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) – Tuesday 9th May 2023;

- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) – Tuesday 9th May 2023;

- Reading – Wednesday 10th May 2022;

- Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – Thursday 11th May 2023;

- Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) – Thursday 11th May 2023;

- Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) – Friday 12th May 2023.

• Writing is assessed using evidence collected by your child’s teacher throughout 

Year 6, so there is no Year 6 SATs writing test. 

• There will be no Science sampling for Year 6 this year. 

Therefore, no Year 6 Science SATs Paper in 2023.

What are SATS?



KEY POINTS

The National Curriculum does not have levels of 
attainment, but instead has ‘expectations’ 

children are required to meet at each banding

The curriculum is challenging and has an 
increased focus on developing children’s subject 

knowledge and skills

No 
levels

The tests will include reading, grammar, punctuation and spelling, arithmetic 
and reasoning.

Scaled 
Scores

“These (test) materials are 

designed to give teachers an 

indication of how the new 

curriculum will be assessed 

from 2016. It reflects areas of 

the curriculum that have 

changed, therefore the 

questions may be unfamiliar or 

more challenging.”

DfE Guidance 2016 key stage 
2 mathematics: sample test 
materials, mark schemes and 
test administration 
instructions.



NO MORE LEVELS!
Children develop at different times and in individual ways, but at the end 

of Year 6 the DfE guidelines for English and Maths are as follows:-

WORKING TOWARDS the ‘Nationally Expected Standard’ for a pupil at 
the end of Year 6

WORKING AT the ‘Nationally Expected Standard’ for a pupil at the end of 
Year 6

WORKING AT GREATER DEPTH within the ‘Nationally Expected 
Standard’ for a pupil at the end of Year 6

REMEMBER – ALL CHILDREN ARE DIFFERENT!

Children not meeting the WORKING TOWARDS  ‘Nationally Expected 
Standard’ category for a pupil at the end of Year 6

For Science, pupils will be grouped into 2 categories - Working  at the expected 
standard, or a category for those pupils who do not meet the standard



Each child will have achieved a ‘raw’ score 
for maths, reading and GPS (also known as 
SPaG) based on the number of questions 

they answered correctly. 
This is then converted into a ‘scaled score’. 

What does this mean for each child?

If a child has achieved a score of 100, he/she is working roughly at 
the expected national standard for a Y6 pupil.

Using the scaled score, the lowest a child can score is 80, with 
the highest being 120.

If a child’s score is above to 110, he/she is working beyond (or 
above) the expected national standard.

If a child’s score is closer to 80, he/she is working below the  
expected standard.

WHAT IS A ‘SCALED SCORE’?



WHAT WILL BE ASSESSED?

ASSESSED BY TESTS (marked externally)

MATHS
Thursday and Friday 

May 11/12th 2023

READING
Wednesday  May 

10th 2023
Paper 1:

Reading booklet 
and associated 

question & answer 
booklet

SPaG
Tuesday May 9th

2023

Paper 1: Short 
answer questions
Paper 2: Spelling

* No Calculator Paper

CONTINUOUS TEACHER 
ASSESSMENT WRITING

CONTINUOUS TEACHER ASSESSMENT SCIENCE

Paper 1: Arithmetic 

Paper 2: Reasoning

Paper 3: Reasoning 



READING 
•This test consists of a reading question & 
answer booklet and a separate reading 
booklet. 

• Pupils will have a total of 1 hour to read 
the 3 texts in the reading booklet and 
complete the questions at their own pace. 
They can approach the test as they choose: 
e.g. working through one text and answering 
the questions before moving on to the next.

•The reading booklet will contain a selection 
of unrelated texts, totalling up to 2300 
words, which will increase in difficulty. 
There will be a mix of text types, including 
fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

PAPER 1

(marked externally)

60 minutes



The most crucial aspects of reading at the end of Key Stage 2 are:-

 Accuracy (decoding familiar and unfamiliar words correctly)

 Fluency (speed and confidence)

 Comprehension (drawing meaning from text)

READING SKILLS ASSESSED



Reading

What types of questions are included?
Questions include:
• short answers
• several line answers
• longer answers
• selected answers: multiple choice responses, 

ordering and linking lines

They test the key expected skills that relate
to comprehension, ranging from simple
explanation to inference, prediction and
understanding of vocabulary in context.
Children also need to demonstrate that they
can summarise and make comparisons.



Reading



Reading



Reading 



Reading



Reading



Reading



Reading



How To Help Your Child With Reading

• Listening to your child read can take many forms

• First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child at KS1 and KS2 is equally 
as important as listening to your child read

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of 
time!

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the 
characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will 
happen and encourage your child to have their own opinions

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the internet 
or an app on a phone or tablet

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve 
anything from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football 
programmes and TV guides

• Visit the local library - it’s free!



SPaG

English - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

45 minutes to complete the test, answering the 
questions in the test paper. 

PAPER 1

PAPER 2

(marked externally)

This component consists of an answer booklet for 
pupils to complete and a test transcript to be read 
by the test administrator. 

Pupils will have approximately 15 minutes to 
complete the test (not strictly timed), by writing 
the 20 missing words in the answer booklet. 



English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling



English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling



English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling



How To Help Your Child With SPAG

• Help your child learn the spellings that are sent 
home and use these in a context to support 
understanding

• When reading to and/or with your child, discuss the 
use of grammatical features, such as: inverted 
commas to mark speech; the use of parenthesis 
(brackets, commas or dashes) to add additional 
information; and the use of active or passive voice

• The grammar paper relies heavily on a child knowing 
the accurate grammatical terminology e.g. 
subordinate clause, main clause, adjective, article, 
passive, active – and many more. We use these as a 
daily teaching practice

• Answers that pupils record must be grammatically 
correct for them to achieve the mark 



MATHS 

MATHS  (marked externally)

Arithmetic - lasts for 30 minutes.PAPER 1

PAPER 2 Reasoning - lasts for 40 minutes.

PAPER 3

The tests have questions of 1 and 2 marks and children are given marks for 
working out if they finish the task, but get the answer incorrect.

NO CALCULATORS are allowed.

Reasoning - lasts for 40 minutes.



MATHS: ARITHMETIC



MATHS: ARITHMETIC



MATHS: Reasoning



MATHS: Reasoning



MATHS: Reasoning



How To Help Your Child With Maths

•Knowing their timetables – if you know your tables 
children can use them accurately and quickly for 
multiplication, division; PUPILS ARE EXPECTED TO 
KNOW THESE BY THE END OF Y4

•Formal and mental methods for the four operations: it 
is important child can complete methods accurately. 
Methods for Y6 child: 
• column addition & column subtraction
• short multiplication & long multiplication
• short division & long division - including expressing 

remainders as fractions, decimals and in remainder 
form

•Arithmetic speed practice- but still use ‘maths sense’



WRITING 
There is a greater focus on the progress children make throughout 
the school year, as opposed to a test-day snapshot of what they 

know.

DfE Guidance:
• Teacher Assessment provides a rounded judgement that is based on 

knowledge of how the pupil has performed over time and in a variety of 
contexts

• takes into account strengths and weaknesses of the pupil’s performance• Teachers will assess children’s writing composition.  Children’s results 
for English writing will be a judgement of their work throughout Year 6.

• Children's grammar,  punctuation and spelling skills will be assessed as 
part of their writing, but their creativity and writing style will also be 
evaluated.

• Schools will moderate their judgements with other local schools and may 
be moderated by their Local Authorities too.



SCIENCE 

• There are no formal science SATs.

SCIENCE  Teacher Assessment

Teachers will assess children’s knowledge and understanding of science 
and will judge their scientific skills according to the National 

Curriculum Interim Framework for Science.  

Children’s results for science will be a judgement of their work 
throughout KS2.



How are we preparing?
• Continuous Formative Assessment
• Booster Maths Lessons
• Focused Spelling Interventions/Lessons
• Focused SPaG Lessons (Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar)
• Guided, Shared and Independent Reading
• Writing Assessments and moderation carried out regularly
• Practising of previous SATS papers (Spring Term)
• Teaching ‘test techniques’ 
• Home Learning to support teaching & learning in school
• Target Setting 
• Mentoring and support 
• Keeping up to date with information provided by the DfE



• Support with targets that have been discussed at 

Parents Evening

• Read regularly and discuss a variety of texts – not just 

‘listening’ to your child read

• Short bursts of mental maths, times tables and problem 

solving etc. ‘Little and often’

• Use the previous test papers only if advised by school as 

they are used in school as assessment and practise for 

the children.  Using the same papers at home makes it 

difficult to prepare the children adequately

• Ensure all homework is completed and handed in on time

HELPING AT HOME



Remember…
Remember this about SATs:

SATs focus on what they know about Maths and English 
They won’t reflect how talented they are at Science, Geography, Art or PE, 
and they certainly won’t highlight positive personal characteristics such as 
kindness and integrity. 

SATs results don’t always tell the whole story 
The results will say they DID or DIDN’T meet a certain standard, but not 
necessarily by what margin. Additionally, the thresholds tend to change each 
year according to overall national performance, so what was classed as ‘did 
meet the expected standard’ in 2016 may have been considered a ‘did not’ in 
2015. So don’t let your child see SATs as a simple case of ‘pass’ or ‘fail’. 

SATs last for one week 
In reality it’s just one or two papers lasting 30-60 minutes each day. You can’t 
emphasise enough the importance of keeping that in perspective. But…



Any Questions



To access mark scheme for the papers we have 

shared today visit

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/614598/STA177732e_2017_key_stage_2_English_reading_mark_schemes.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/614663/STA177739e_2017_key_stage_2_mathematics_mark_schemes.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/614614/STA177735e_2017_key_stage_2_English_grammar__punctuation_and_spelling_mark_schemes.pdf

