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Bi-Weekly Newsletter – 17/11/23 
 

St. Aidan’s Catholic 

Academy 
Willowbank Road, Sunderland, SR2 7HJ   

W: contactus@staca.co.uk  T: 0191 5200333  

  Twitter: St_Aidans_RC Instagram: sacatholicacademy 

 

To all in our community, 

I speak quite often of my pleasure of doing this job and the great 

privilege I feel it is to be entrusted with helping shape the futures of our 

young people. Throughout the mock examinations, which were 

completed last week, I saw great determination and hard work 

everywhere I turned.  I truly hope the experience has been a useful one.  

This week we came together to remember the fallen.  Through a virtual 

assembly where we spent time focusing on some of the brave men who 

were convicted of cowardice during World War One and examined the 

irreparable damage the stigma did to their families who were left 

behind.  We are now two weeks into our new MIS system, Arbor.  It is 

essential that all parents and carers download and install the Parent 

APP as this is the only way we will be communicating information about 

your son in the coming weeks.  The system has lots of great features in it 

and it will allow us to streamline a lot of the systems we use onto one 

manageable platform.  We are also constantly quality assuring every 

aspect of our offer and have just completed an in-depth look at the 

work our pupils produce.  My team has been very pleased with the 

quality of teaching and learning that evidently goes on across all areas 

of the school and how our boys have risen to every challenge they 

have been given by my staff.   

Take care and God bless. 

Glenn Sanderson  

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, November 29, 

2023 

Y13 Parents’ Evening. 

 

          _____________________ 

 

 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

Thank You for the gift of joy.  

I pray I will show Your love and 

joy in all my words and actions.  

Help me to bring comfort and 

peace through the sharing of 

Your Word.  

Amen. 
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Chaplaincy 

Matthew 25:14-15,19-21 

You have been faithful in small things: come and join in your master's happiness 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The 

kingdom of Heaven is like a man on his way 

abroad who summoned his servants and 

entrusted his property to them. To one he gave 

five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in 

proportion to his ability. Then he set out.  

‘Now a long time after, the master of those 

servants came back and went through his 

accounts with them. The man who had received 

the five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with five talents; 

here are five more that I have made.”’ 

 

 

 

The month of November always brings us closer to all the 

people who lived before us or during our lifetime, but have 

died. We treasure our memories of them and their 

legacies. Everyone is welcome to write down the names of 

their deceased family members, friends, or anyone they 

wish into the Book of Remembrance situated outside of 

the Chapel.  

We will celebrate the lives of all those departed during 

Mass for the deceased on the 23rd of November at 6:30pm 

at St Mary’s Church, Sunderland.  Everyone is welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 



   

  Page 3 of 14 

   
 

 

 

 

 

World Youth Sunday is coming up on Sunday 26th November, Feast of Christ the King, a day on 

which Pope Francis invites the global Church to celebrate and pray for young people. In Lisbon this 

year, Pope Francis told young people that “Jesus door is always open: Come and See!” You are 

very welcome to Livestream the activities via CYMFed YouTube channel.  
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Our Food Bank is still going strong.  We ask the boys to make donations on a Friday. The Food Bank 

door is open from 8am giving them the opportunity to put the food 

away by themselves.    

 

 

 

 

Pastoral News 

To accommodate our parent evenings this academic year, school will close at 1.55pm for all pupils 

on the following dates: 

 

Wednesday 29th November 2023 

Monday 11th December 2023 

Thursday 11th January 2024 

Monday 19th February 2024 

Wednesday 6th March 2024 

Tuesday 30th April 2024 

 

 
 

Arbor 

We have now made our move to Arbor for communication and to log, track and monitor 

achievements, behaviour, corrections and homework. 

 

 

It is essential that all parents are signed up and have access to the system.  If you are having issues 

with this please contact 0191 5200333 Ext 222. 

 

Year 11 Parents - save the date for Parents Evening 11th December 2023 - more information to 

follow. 

Year 8 Survey Parents 

Please take two minutes (if you have no done so already) to complete the following Parent / Carer 

Survey following your son's Parents' Evening on 30th October 2023. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7GZZWGQ 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7GZZWGQ
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Attendance 

While we place great importance 

on the health and wellbeing of all of 

our pupils we also need to, where 

possible, minimise absence to ensure 

pupils are provided with a first-class 

education.   

  

The importance of school 

attendance cannot be overstated – 

a pupil with attendance of below 

91% is statistically likely to drop, on 

average, one GCSE grade per 

subject. If your attendance is 

between 96% and 100% you are twice as likely to achieve 5 or more GCSE at Grade 5 and above.  

The statistics above provide stark evidence as to why we set all of our pupils an attendance target of 

97%, as we know this provides them with the greatest possible chance to achieve their best possible 

outcomes; this is a habit born in lower year groups and embedded in the culture and ethos of our 

school.   
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Anti-bullying Week 2023 

This week we are supporting the national Anti-Bullying 

initiative by raising awareness of bullying throughout all 

houses. The theme this year is ‘Make a noise about 

bullying’, with a laser sharp focus on miscommunication.   

  

School values of hard work, trust and fairness encourage 

positive behaviour from all pupils at all times. The focus on 

miscommunication is therefore a very welcome opportunity 

to discuss how pupils communicate with others and how 

comments can be misinterpreted just by how they are said. 

We want our pupils to be best they can be in all areas of 

their development, giving them opportunities to reach own 

potential and purpose. With this in mind, all pupils will 

participate in assembly followed by activities which will be 

carried out by their form tutor. Our School website has information uploaded in the Anti-bullying 

section, which we invite you to read. A parent guide is also attached for your information.  

 We are also taking this opportunity to inform you about how we deal with bullying and bullying type 

behaviour and to give you some helpful hints in the event that you feel that your son is being bullied or 

has participated in forms of bullying.  

 

Take a look here for more information: Anti Bullying Week 2023 - St. Aidan's Catholic Academy St. 

Aidan's Catholic Academy 

(staidanscatholicacademy.co.uk) 

 

 

Private E-Scooters - A message from Northumbria Police 

With the festive season fast approaching a reminder to all 

parents DO NOT buy Electric Scooters for children as 

Christmas presents.  E-Scooters have not yet been legalised, 

are still considered illegal and must not be used on our roads 

and footpaths.  If caught riding on our roads and footpaths 

the e-scooter could be confiscated by Police.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://staidanscatholicacademy.co.uk/anti-bullying-week-2023/
https://staidanscatholicacademy.co.uk/anti-bullying-week-2023/
https://staidanscatholicacademy.co.uk/anti-bullying-week-2023/
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Measles awareness and the importance of children having two doses of MMR vaccine 

Measles is an infection that spreads very easily and can cause serious problems in some people. 

Having the MMR vaccine is the best way to prevent it. Two doses are needed to be fully 

protected.  The uptake of MMR in Sunderland at age 5 years has reduced recently, putting some 

children at risk.  

 

 

Information for parents: 
• Complete routine schedule for UK Complete routine immunisation schedule - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) 
• Measles: Don’t let your child catch it leaflet MEASLES - Don’t let your child catch it 

(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

• What do I need to know about the MMR vaccine? What do I need to know about the MMR 

vaccine? - UK Health Security Agency (blog.gov.uk) 

 

Our pastoral team can be connected on the following emails. 

Ashbrooke House – Miss Land – kland@staca.co.uk – Ext: 201 

Corby House – Mr Gray – agray@staca.co.uk – Ext: 223 

Brookfield House – Mrs Halliday – mhalliday@staca.co.uk - Ext: 216 

 

 
 

 

 

PDE 

Useful links shared with pupils 

Careers: speak to Mrs. Osmialowski 

ChildLine: www.childline.org.uk  Phone: 0800 1111 

Young Minds: www.youngminds.org.uk 

Samaritans: www.samaritans.org Phone: 116 123 

MIND: www.mind.org.uk/  or Phone  0300 123 3393 

TALK TO FRANK Honest information about drugs | FRANK (talktofrank.com) 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b93d4ed915d4147621489/DoH_8412_Measles_A5_07_GP_accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b93d4ed915d4147621489/DoH_8412_Measles_A5_07_GP_accessible.pdf
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/01/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-the-mmr-vaccine/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/01/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-the-mmr-vaccine/
mailto:kland@staca.co.uk
mailto:agray@staca.co.uk
mailto:mhalliday@staca.co.uk
https://www.talktofrank.com/
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Community News 

Character Development  

 

For the last 2 weeks, pupils have been strengthening their virtues through a specific CLIMB task. The 

strengthening of these virtues will allow St Aidan’s pupils to stand out in the crowd and live a 

sustained well-rounded life. Every year group has had their own focus, for example Year 7s have 

been focusing on the skills and attributes they have learned since joining an enrichment activity. It 

has been great to read these reflections, in particular how chess has helped individuals in skills such 

as memory, planning and problem solving.   

Remembrance 2022 

On Friday 10th November 2023 the school fell silent for two minutes at 11am 

to remember the fallen from all the conflicts that Britain and her allies have 

been involved in throughout the centuries.  As always, we came together 

in collective worship, and this year our focus was the families and loved ones of both fallen and 

returned service personnel.  It was a very moving experience and the video will soon be uploaded to 

our You tube Channel for everyone to watch. 

 

Sporting Success 

William and Jevin have been selected to represent Durham County in cricket. This is an outstanding 

achievement and is a testament to their hard work and dedication over the past few years. They 

have both been identified as having an exceptional talent and potential in cricket. Well done lads.  
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Careers 

Careers Fair 

This week we launched Yr10 work experience. This is an opportunity for pupils to gain first hand 

experience of the work place and to develop the employability 

skills needed for the future. Pupils have been asked to source 

and secure a work placement of their choice and complete the 

placement tool on Unifrog. All information and resources can be 

found on the Character Development team – work experience 

channel for pupils. A letter has been sent home to all 

parents/carers and additional information can be found on the 

academy website.  

Any local businesses interested in hosting any of pupils for work 

experience can make contact with Mrs. Osmialowski contactus@staca.co.uk  

 

 

 

Sunderland City Provider Network 

Sunderland City Provider Network are hosting a careers 

event this month for KS4 & KS5 pupils. All young people in 

Sunderland will receive a personalised invite through their 

door. Information can be found on this poster – an ideal 

event to help you consider your next steps!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:contactus@staca.co.uk
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Open Events  

Sunderland College, Gateshead College and SETA are hosting open events to prepare you for your 

next steps! 
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UCAS Applications 

 

Career of the Week 
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Music 

Clergy Leaders Mass  

St Aidan’s Singers had an incredibly successful performance at 

St Mary’s Cathedral Newcastle 10th November singing for the 

congregation and Catholic leaders including Bishop Stephen.  

The singers performed the premiere of the specially 

commissioned Mass “Gaudete” written by Will Todd for the 

Bishop Chadwick Catholic Education Trust. Well done to all the 

boys taking part, you were a credit to St Aidan’s. 

 

 

 

Up coming events: 

Joy in My Heart at Rainton Arena 23rd November St Aidan’s Singers and instrumentalists – 

Tickets available soon! 

Christmas Fair at the Main School Hall on Monday 4th December 

 

Alongside our outstanding musical curriculum, we provide opportunities for students to further 

experience music through instrument studies. We have a hugely experienced and talented team of 

dedicated instrument teachers covering all instruments. Students can take lessons in: 

Brass    Bass     

Guitar   Piano   

Drums   Woodwind     

Singing    Violin    

Cello    

All lessons are now after school between 3-6pm.   If you wish your child to sign up to/continue 

instrument lessons please email me at musiclessons@staca.co.uk stating your son’s name, form and 

desired instrument. For further information please see our Instrumental Music Policy here. 

Our “Live Music Friday” breaktime slots starting up again. If you want to have a go, it is an excellent 

opportunity to practise your live performing skills in front of a low pressure and friendly audience.  

mailto:musiclessons@staca.co.uk
https://www.staidanscatholicacademy.co.uk/curriculum/music/
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Music Enrichment:  

St Aidan’s Singers Tuesday Chapel 

Drum Fun  Wednesday Music Room 

BTEC Music  Friday  Music Room 

 

Enrichment 
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 The government have now published every school’s data from the 2023 summer examination series on the Compare Schools 

Website.  The data is summarized below, but as you can see, our outcomes are outstanding across all areas.  We add significant 

value to our pupils in every single measure that the government looks at.  It substantiates our belief that if you want your son to 

achieve then St. Aidan’s is the place for him to be. Glenn Sanderson, Headteacher. 


